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WESTBANK  Wes^ 


WESTBANK  OFFICIALS  held  Grand  Opening  ceremonies  on  Saturday,  February  17th  at 
their  new  branch  inside  the  Edward’s  Food  Warehouse  in  Chicopee.  The  prominenVIocal 
bank  is  continuing  to  expand  its  many  services  to  residents  throughout  the  area.  KELAIEU 
PHOTOS  IN  SPOTLIGHT  ON  BUSINESS.  Advertiser  News  photo  by  Jack  Devine. 


Southgate  Merchants  Hail  New  Tenant 


MERCHANTS  AT  THE  SOUTHGATE  SHOPPING  PLAZA  on  Suffield  Street  are 
delighted  with  the  recent  announcement  that  Geissler’s  SuperMarket  of  Connecticut  is  open¬ 
ing  a  new  store  in  the  space  previously  occupied  by  Big  Y.  The  store  is  scheduled  to  open  late 
this  summer  and  give  back  to  the  plaza  a  much-needed  anchor  store.  AT  LEFT,  owners  of 
Surprise!  Card  &  Gift,  Bob  &  Barbara  McEUigott;  at  right,  Don  Sorel,  owner  of  Southgate 
Liquors.  RELATED  PHOTOS  IN  SPOTLIGHT  ON  BUSINESS.  Advertiser  News  photos  by  Jack 
Devine. 


Crowded  Field  For 
ZBA  Alternate  Sees 
Mrs.  Curtis  Voted  In 


by  Kathy  Cassanelli 

News  Editor 

At  its  February  20th  meeting,  Town  Council  ap- 
, roved  funding  for  union  contracts,  agreed  to  pay 
xpenses  for  firefighters  in  training,  moved  one 
tep  closer  to  cleaner  treebelts,  and  elected  a 
iew  member  to  the  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals. 

After  two  recesses  and  five  deadlocked  ballots. 
)ebra  S.  Curtis  was  elected  to  a  three-year  term 
is  an  alternate  member  of  the  Zoning  Board  of 
appeals.  „  , 

An  unsuccessful  candidate  for  School  Commit- 
ee  in  the  fail  election,  Mrs.  Curtis  beat  out  real 
estate  agent  David  Modzeleski  in  a  6-4  vote. 

The  field  of  three  candidates  narrowed  to  two 
when  John  M.  Stacy  withdrew  his  name  after  the 
second  ballot.  Siaoy  is  the  owner  and  operator  of 
Stacy's  Insurance  Agenc  >  in  deeding  Hills. 

In  her  letter  of  interest  to  the  council,  Mrs.  Cur- 
is  stated,  “I’m  willing  to  learn  the  ropes  by  sur- 
ounding  myself  with  the  proper  tools  and  mfor- 
nation  necessary  to  be  worthy  of  this  particular 
ob.  I’m  fair.  I  listen  and  I  make  decisions  based 
3n  fact.” 

Voting  for  Mrs.  Curtis  were  Councilors  Dennis 
Perry,  Jill  Simpson,  David  Skolnick,  Gary  Suffriti, 
Seorge  Bitzas,  and  council  President  Nancy 

fhompson.  _  ... 

Voting  for  Modzeleski  were  Councilors  Chris¬ 
tian  Quatrone,  Kent  Servis,  Edward  Caba,  and 
Joseph  Langone. 

Councilor  Thomas  Ennis  was  absent. 

*  *  * 

In  other  business,  the  10  councilors  present 
gave  unanimous  approval  to  pay  raises  recently 
negotiated  with  five  unions  representing 
municipal  employees,  including  police  officers, 
nurses,  clerical  and  public  works  employees,  and 
department  heads  and  supervisors. 

Of  the  eight  unions  representing  municipal 
employees,  five  have  agreed  to  a  three-year  con¬ 
tract  running  from  July  1,  1995  to  June  30,  ' 1998. 
Negotiations  have  been  ongoing  since  rmd-1995, 
and  the  employees  have  been  working  without  a 
contract  for  eight  months.  The  pay  raise  will  be 
retroactive. 

SEE  COUNCIL  -  Page  2... 


Leonard  House  Seeks 
Many  New  “Friends” 

February  is  “Friends  Month”  at  the  Captain 
Charles  Leonard  House,  Agawam’s  most  historic 
home,  located  in  Agawam  Center  next  to 
Westfield  Savings  Bank. 

The  Captain  Charles  Leonard  House  was  built 
in  1805  and  is  on  the  National  Historic  Register. 
The  Leonard  House  serves  as  a  community 
meeting  facility  for  many  clubs  and  organizations, 
as  well  as  for  private  functions,  and  is  operated  by 
a  board  of  trustees  comprised  of  members  of  the 
community. 

Donations  are  being  sought  to  maintain  the 
historic  beauty  and  charm  of  this  important  com¬ 
munity  facility.  Become  a  "Friend  of  the  Leonard 
House”  today.  Send  your  donation  to  the  Captain 
Charles  Leonard  House,  663  Main  Street, 
Agawam,  01001. 


Page  2 

COUNCIL  -  from  Page  1... 

The  five  unions  have  accepted  the  same  cost  of 
living  adjustments  accepted  by  the  town’s 
teachers  In  September.  Over  the  three  years  of  the 
new  contracts,  salaries  will  Increase  a  total  of 
nine  percent.  In  the  first  year  (fiscal  year  1996),  the 
increase  will  be  two  percent;  in  the  subsequent 
years,  the  Increase  will  be  3.5  percent. 

Negotiations  are  still  ongoing  between  the 
town  and  the  three  unions  representing  police 
supervisors,  firefighters,  and  building 
maintenance  employees,  and  are  expected  to  be 
completed  In  the  spring. 

With  Suffritl  as  the  sole  dissenter,  the  council 
voted  9-1  in  favor  of  transferring  $4,000  to  cover 
meals  and  travel  expenses  for  three  firefighters  in 
training  at  the  academy  in  Stow. 

Suffritl  said  he  was  happy  that  the  firefighters 
are  receiving  the  training,  but  urged  the  council 
not  to  support  the  transfer  request  because  the 
process  was  flawed. 

“It  is  my  understanding  that  they’ve  been  there 
in  training  for  three  weeks.  They  must  already 
have  the  money,”  Suffriti  said.  “Let  the  Mayor  find 

the  money  some  place  else.” 

*  *  * 

The  second  reading  of  the  ordinance  requiring 
property  owners  to  keep  their  treebelts  mowed 
and  clear  of  trash  and  debris  passed  with  a  vote  of 
9-1. 

Caba  voted  no  to  both  the  ordinance  and  an 
amendment  exempting  property  being  used  for 
agricultural  or  horticultural  purposes. 

Caba  said  he  had  received  many  phone  calls 
from  people  “Justifiably  concerned”  over  the 
measure. 

“This  is  just  another  thing  for  them  to  be 
shackled  with.  It  should  go  down,”  Caba  said. 

Ms.  Thompson  said  the  town’s  new  health 
agent  would  do  everything  he  could  to  assist  in 
enforcing  the  ordinance. 

Ms.  Thompson  said  she  had  received  a  call 
from  a  property  owner  concerned  that  she  might 
be  penalized  for  the  carelessness  of  others. 

“Enforcement  should  be  on  the  real 
perpetrators  if  it’s  neighbors  not  keeping  their 
property  clean,”  Ms.  Thompson  said. 
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State  Agency  Downplays  Importance 
Of  Referendum  On  Power  Plant 


by  Kathy  Cassanelll 
News  Editor 


The  hot  button  Issue  of  last  fall’s  mayoral  and 
town  council  elections,  whether  or  not  to  place  a 
non-binding  question  on  the  ballot  relative  to  the 
Berkshire  Power  proposal,  may  have  been  much 
ado  about  nothing,  according  to  a  key  state  agen¬ 
cy. 

In  the  hearing  before  the  State  Department  of 
Public  Utilities  Energy  Facilities  Siting  Board 
(EFSB),  power  plant  opponents  were  told  that  the 
board  cannot  base  its  decision  to  approve  a 
power  plant  proposal  on  the  results  of  a  public 
opinion  poll. 

EFSB  Hearing  Officer  Robert  Rasmussen  said, 
“Our  statute  does  not  allow  us  to  base  the  siting 
of  a  power  plant  on  a  local  referendum.’ 

Rasmussen  said  the  board  has  three  areas  to 
consider:  the  need  for  the  plant,  the  environmen¬ 
tal  impacs  of  the  plant,  and  the  cost  of  the  elec¬ 
tricity  produced. 

“Public  opinion  is  considered  only  to  the  extent 
that  we  use  it  as  basis  for  questioning  of  the  com¬ 
pany  and  for  the  possible  mitigation  of  local  im¬ 
pacts,  but  is  not  a  balancing  factor  that  we  can 
legally  use  for  the  purposes  of  our  decision.” 


Rasmussen  said,  according  to  a  transcript  of  the 
February  7th  session. 

Rasmussen  said  it  was  not  relevant  to  the 
issues  before  the  board  whether  Berkshire  Power 
was  opposed  to  the  referendum  or  whether  the 
company  conducted  a  poll  on  the  elecability  of 
candidates  In  the  election. 

Four  city  councilors  who  voted  against  the 
referendum  on  the  Berkshire  Power  project  felt 
the  sting  of  ballot  box  retribution  in  the  November 
election.  Incumbents  James  Taylor  and  Robert 
Danie  lost  their  seats  while  council  President 
Nancy  Thompson  and  Councilor  George  Bitzas 
slipped  in  their  standings  with  the  voters. 

Ms.  Thompson  fell  from  first  in  the  1993  elec¬ 
tion  to  11th  place;  Bitzas  slid  from  third  to  eighth 

P130©-  .  .  .  » 

All  six  top  vote-getters  either  supported  the 
power  plant  referendum  as  councilors  or  voiced 
their  support  during  the  campaign. 

The  six  frontrunners  were  Councilors  Gary  Suf¬ 
friti,  David  Skolnick,  Jill  Simpson,  Dennis  Perry, 
Edward  Caba,  and  Joseph  Langone. 


Agawam  Democrats  To  Caucus  On  March  2nd 
For  Delegates  To  Attend  State  Convention 


The  Agawam  Democratic  Committee  will  hold  a 
caucus  on  Saturday,  March  2, 1996  at  2:00  p.m.  in 
the  community  room  at  the  Police  Station  on  Spr¬ 
ingfield  Street,  Feeding  Hills. 

Delegates  will  be  elected  to  attend  the 


Massachusetts  Democratic  Convention  at 
Worcester  on  June  1,  1996. 

You  must  be  a  registered  Democrat  as  of 
February  14,  1996  to  run.  Democrats  that  wish  to 
run  must  be  in  attendance  promptly  at  2:00  p.m. 


For  all  the  hometown  news,  townsfolk 
turn  our  pages  each  week  -  AANH! 


Check  our  classified  pages  Jo  subscribe,  Call  US  at  786-7747 


Property  Evaluation  Certificate 

This  certificate  entitles  you  to  an  evaluation  of  your  property  by  a  CENTURY  21®  Real  Estate  Professional. 
Contact  me  and  1  will  show  you  how  much  your  property  is  worth  in  today's  marketplace. 


Century  21  Heritage 


413-786-3111 


Telephone 


CENTURY  2 1 


Feeding  Hills,  MA  01030 


II  your  property  Is  currently  listed  with  a  real  estate  broker,  please  disregard  this 


ii  your  property  Is  currently  listed  with  a  real  estate  broker,  please  disregard  this  offer.  It  Is  not  our  Intention  to  solicit  the  offertn#s 
ol  other  real  estate  brokers.  We  arc  happy  to  work  with  them  and  cooperate  fully. 

If  for  some  reason  you  do  not  wish  a  Property  Evaluation  at  this  time,  retain  this 
valuable  certificate  with  your  important  documents. 


Each  Olticc  Is  Independently  Owned  and  Operated 


(413)  786-3111 

850  Springfield  Street 
Feeding  Hills,  MA  01030 

Call  Our  Office  For  Information 
About  A  Career  In  Real  Estate 


Don’t  Sell  It  Short. 


OntuiK 


21 


HERITAGE,  REALTORS • 

EACH  OFFICE  INDEPENDENTLY  OWNED  AND  OPERATED 


Onfuoc 


What’s  the  right  price  for  your  home?  If  you  don’t  know  the  answer  you  could  end  up  selling  for  less  than 
your  home  is  worth. 

That’s  one  of  the  reasons  our  CENTURY  21®  SELLER  SERVICE  PLEDGE™  certificate  is  so  important. 
It  offers  a  detailed  Market  Analysis  that  helps  determine  the  value  of  your  home.  And  once  we  know  that 
value,  we  develop  a  custom  marketing  plan  that  can  help  find  the  right  buyers. 

JUST  TELL  US  WHAT  YOU  WANT  ...  IT’S  AS  GOOD  AS  DONE.™ 


Ivv  5 
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Mrs.  Murphy’s 
Donuts 

Fresh  every  day 
Discounts  for  dozens  M 
&  Vz  dozens 

Donut  and  any  size  J 

coffee  hbd  99c  ^  ^ 

Donut  and  cappuccino 

...  $1.19 


Buy  3  Donuts,  Get  1  FREE 

For  use  at  Scott’s  Citgo.  a 

Only  with  this  coupon.  A SL 

(Expires  March  31,  1996)  CITGO 


L  CITGO 


V2  Dozen  Donuts  -  $1.99 

For  use  at  Scott’s  Citgo. 
Only  with  this  coupon. 

(Expires  March  31,  1996) 


A 

CITGO 


V2  Dozen  Donuts  -  $1.99 

For  use  at  Scott’s  Citgo. 
Only  with  this  coupon. 

(Expires  March  31,  1996) 


H 

_  *5?  s 


650  Suffield  Street  (Rte.  75) 
Agawam 


Open 

■  24 

Hours 


LOWEST  MILK  PRICES 


All  Vz  gallons  of  milk  ...  $1.29 
Gallon  (1%)  ...  $1.79 
Gallon  (skim)  ...  $1.89 
Pint  Half  &  Half  ...  69*  v 

y2  gallon  Florida  orange  juice  . 


Don’t  pay  the 

High 

Supermarket 

Prices.1 


We  are  your  coffee  stop 


any  time  of  day. 


Rachel’s  Coffee  &  Decaf  Coffee 
Rachel’s  Gourmet  Flavored 
Coffees 

Cappuccino  in  multiple  flavors 
Hot  chocolate 


Join  our  coffee  club 

-  Coffee  refills  ...  39* 

-  Cappuccino  refills  ...  49* 

-  Free  refills  on  Tuesday  , 


Buy  our  refill  mug 
for  only  99* 

With  this  coupon  (Expires  3/31/96) 


CITGO 
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Area  Girl  Scouts  Remember 
Soldiers  On  Valentine’s  Day 

To  The  Editor: 

In  conjunction  with  area  girl  scout  troops  from 
Agawam  and  Feeding  Hills  and  the  Social  Plann¬ 
ing  Committee  at  Holyoke  Community  College, 
Valentine  cards  were  made  for  the  soldiers  at  the 
Veteran’s  Administration  Hospital  in  Leeds  and 
the  Holyoke  Soldier’s  Home. 

About  500  Valentine  cards  were  collected  from 
the  troops  and  the  college  community  and 
delivered  on  Valentine’s  Day  by  HCC  staff.  Once 
they  were  collected  from  the  troops,  we  presented 
the  cards  to  the  Committee. 

Many  thanks  to  the  girls  for  their  beautiful 
cards  and  remembering  our  soldiers  on 
Valentine’s  Day. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 
Deborah  Golas,  member  of  tne  HCC  Social 
Planning  Committee,  and  Leslie  Young, 
leader  of  Troop  No.  556 

Give  Credit  Where  Credit  Is 
Due  Regarding  Our  Schools 

To  The  Editor: 

During  the  last  couple  of  months,  I  have  been 
reading  some  very  negative  letters  about  the 
Agawam  School  System. 

Well,  my  wife  and  I  would  like  to  express  our 
thanks  and  gratitude  to  the  teachers,  ad¬ 
ministrators,  Guidance,  and  the  Department  of 
Social  Services  for  their  sincere  effort  to  give  my 
children  a  respectable  education. 

Working  closely  with  these  people  or  depart¬ 
ments  has  been  a  pleasure.  We  may  not  have  all  ‘ 
the  books  we  need  or  maybe  a  few  classes  are 
overcrowded,  but  I  don’t  feel  my  children  are  be¬ 
ing  neglected. 

1  agree,  some  things  are  not  just  perfect,  but  at 
least  we  can  give  credit  where  credit  is  due. 

Pat  &  Roland  Roberts,  Jr. 

Feeding  Hills 

Agawam  Schools  Have  Yet  To 
Disappoint  F.  Hills  Resident 

To  The  Editor 

My  family  and  I  moved  into  Agawam  two  years 
ago.  Our  first  interaction  with  the  community  at 
large  was  through  the  public  schools.  Having  liv¬ 
ed  in  New  York  and  Maryland,  we  were  immensely 
pleased  with  the  warmth,  openness,  and  the  will¬ 
ingness  to  meet  the  needs  of  our  children  that  the 
faculty,  the  staff,  and  the  other  students 
demonstrated. 

In  all  respects,  we  have  found  Agawam  schools 
to  be  superior  to  others  we  have  experienced.  We 
have  been  in  every  way  impressed  with  the 
diligence  teachers,  principals,  and  support  staff 
have  show.  Our  kids  are  currently  enrolled  at 
Granger  and  the  Junior  High,  and  our  oldest  child 
finished  his  sixth  grade  year  at  the  Middle  School 
when  we  came  to  town.  Every  interaction  our 
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family  has  had  with  every  one  of  the  teachers, 
principals,  and  other  staff  has  been  strongly 
positive. 

As  any  good  parent  would  do,  I  found  time  in  my 
schedule  to  support  the  schools.  I  came  forward 
to  serve  on  the  Junior  High  School  Improvement 
Council.  It  takes  one  evening  a  month,  along  with 
a  little  thought  and  some  occasional  reading.  If 
parents  want  to  improve  the  school  system,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  way  to  accomplish  that  is  to 
volunteer  for  the  councils,  the  P.T.O.’s,  or  other 
opportunities  as  they  arise.  Through  those 
avenues,  parents  can  assist  the  school  profes¬ 
sionals  in  the  education  and  development  of  our 
community’s  children. 

To  me,  the  whole  point  of  serving  on  a  council 
is  to  find  ways  to  assist  the  professionals 
Agawam  has  hired  in  carrying  out  the  programs 
they  have  devised.  It  is  not  our  job  to 
micromanage  what  goes  on  in  any  classroom.  We 
have  an  educated  and  professional  group  called 
teachers  who  do  their  best  with  precious  little  in 
the  way  of  support  from  far  too  many  parents. 

If  I  find  that  my  kids  are  not  meeting  my 
academic  expectations,  I  sit  down  with  them,  read 
the  chapter,  and  give  them  some  extra  work.  I 
have  listened  to  complaints  about  what  one 
teacher  or  another  gives  or  does  not  give  for 
homework.  If  I  wanted  to  set  policies  for  what  hap¬ 
pens  in  a  classroom,  I  would  get  my  degree,  get 
my  certification,  and  get  a  job  in  the  system. 

But  that  is  not  my  job.  So,  instead  of  criticizing, 
or  writing  to  the  newspapers,  or  organizing  a  wat¬ 
chdog  group,  I  just  put  In  some  time  with  my  kids 
and  check  in  with  their  teachers  to  find  out  what 
else  I  can  do  to  help.  I  have  never  run  into  anyone 
who  has  failed  to  return  my  call.  I  have  yet  to  see 
any  teacher  in  the  system  just  come  in  for  the 
paycheck  and  do  as  little  as  possible  to  get  it.  In¬ 
stead,  I  have  met,  time  after  time,  the  most 
dedicated,  caring,  concerned  collection  of  profes¬ 
sionals  I  have  ever  run  across.  Agawam  should  be 
proud  of  its  teachers  and  supportive  of  their  ef¬ 
forts.  In  speaking  with  them,  I  have  discovered 
that  they  often  spend  four  hours  a  night  correc¬ 
ting  papers  or  putting  in  volunteer  time  with  our 
children.  These  people  deserve  gratitude,  not 
criticism. 

If  I  have  been  disappointed  with  anything  in 
Agawam,  it  is  in  the  way  some  School  Committee 
members,  City  Councilors,  and  members  of  the 
public  at  large  have  treated  the  people  who  have 
dedicated  their  lives  to  education. 

As  part  of  my  service  on  the  Junior  High  Coun¬ 
cil,  I  have  had  the  opportunity  to  meet  with  the 
Superintendent  on  two  occasions,  both  joint 
meetings  of  council  and  P.T.O.  members.  I  have 
found  Mr.  Ryder  to  be  open  to  suggestion  and  far 
more  patient  in  the  face  of  criticism  than  I  would 
be. 

I  have  watched  some  of  the  School  Committee 
meetings  on  television.  I  have  watched  while  Mr. 
Ryder  has  been  treated  rudely  by  at  least  one 
School  Committee  member,  badgering  him  for  in¬ 
formation  which  he  did  not  happen  to  have  on 
hand.  Rudeness  does  not  earn  my  respect  with 
dignity  and  manners.  I  respect  that.  I  have  listen¬ 
ed  to  a  City  Councilor  call  students  idiots. 

My  kids  are  not  idiots.  That  comment  will  not  be 
forgotten.  And  I  have  read  letters  and  articles  until 
I  am  sick  of  it,  all  saying  negative  things  about 
everything  and  everyone  From  Mr.  Ryder  on  down. 
Until  some  of  the  critics  show  me  they  can  get 
through  college,  get  certified,  and  get  a  job,  I 
would  rather  not  have  them  interfering  with  what 
the  professionally  trained  and  certified  faculty  try 
to  accomplish.  I  have  admired  and  trusted  all  of 
the  teachers  my  children  have  been  with  in 
Agawam  so  far,  and  I  see  no  reason  to  believe  that 
the  situation  will  suddenly  change  when  they 
reach  high  school. 

Next  year,  my  oldest  son  will  be  a  student  at  the 
High  School.  I  understand  the  high  school  has  its 
problems.  I  am  not  aware  of  one  that  does  not 
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have  problems.  I  have  read  a  letter 
about  violence,  drug  abuse,  .aJd.acad?,[nlfl£°^ 
niamncv  If  mv  children  misbehave  in  school, 
they  wilThave  to  answer  to  me.  They  will  be  sorry 
the  day  I  find  they  have  shown  disrespect  to  a 

te|f°hGod  forbid,  they  should  get  involved  with 
something  as  hideous  as  drugs  or  alcohol  or 
fobacco  they  will  have  to  answer  to  me.  Poor 
behavior  and  bad  habits  are  problems  for  parents 
to  control.  It  mystifies  me  why  anyone  would  write 
to  the  newpaper  to  complain  about  teachers  or 
administrators  when  it  Is  clear  that  it  is  parents 
who  have  failed  to  guide  and  discipline  their 
children.  When  my  kids  go  wrong,  I  do  not  blame 
thp  schools.  It  Is  my  fault.  Period. 

Many  parents  quietly  contribute  their  time  and 
talents  in  positive  and  helpful  ways  in  cgopera- 
tion  with  teachers  and  administrators.  It  is  their 
efforts  that  will  bring  improvement  to  Agawam 
schools  For  myself,  I  will  not  complain.  I  will  not 
undermine?!  will  not  pull  my  kids  out  of  the 
system  l  will  not  write  letters  to  the  newspapers 
running  down  the  community  and  its  dedicated 
school  faculties  and  staffs.  That  is  not  my  idea  of 
fiahtina  for  our  children.  I  see  the  complainers  as 
part  of  the  problem,  not  part  of  the  solution.  In¬ 
stead  as  a  good  citizen  would  do,  I  will  volunteer 
to  help  my  children’s  teachers  in  whatever  way 
they  tell  me  I  can  be  of  use. 

The  Agawam  Public  Schools  are  unques¬ 
tionably  the  best  my  children  have  attended.  No 
one  connected  with  them  has  disappointed  me  or 
failed  my  kids  in  any  way.  I  will  be  proud  to  see 
each  of  them  graduate  from  Agawam  High. 

Sincerely, 
Robert  C.  Donaldson 


CaoHInn  Mlilc 


Richard  Brindle  Was  A  Valued 
Member  Of  Our  Community 

To  The  Editor. 

Everyone  lost  a  valued  friend  when  Richard 
Brindle  passed  away  February  13th.  He  possess¬ 
ed  qualities  which  endeared  him  to  his  family  and 
friends,  and  impressed  anyone  who  came  into 
contact  with  him. 

SEE  LETTERS  -  Page  5... 


COMMUNITY 

CALENDAR 

Sponsored  By 

COLONIAL  FUNERAL  HOME 


Saturday,  February  24th 
“Broken  Spoke”  Country  Western  Dance 
8:00  p.m.  -  9:00  p.m.  Dance  Instruction 
8:00  p.m.  -  1:00  a.m.  Dance 
Spfld.  Turnverein,  17  Garden  St.,  Ag. 
(sponsored  by  Ag.  Junior  Women’s  Club) 

Monday,  February  26th 
Meeting  of  Ag./F.  Hills  AARP 
At  Agawam  Senior  Center 
1:00  p.m. 

Call  786-1866  for  further  information 

Monday,  February  26th 
Agawam  Women’s  Club  meeting 
At  Capt.  Leonard  House,  Main  St. 
7:30  p.m. 

Wednesday,  February  28th 
Trading  Post’s  “Big  Sale” 

At  First  Baptist  Church 
(corner  of  Main  &  Elm  Sts.) 

10:00  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m. 

Friday,  March  1st 

Live  animal  program  from  Laughing 
Brook  at  the  Agawam  Public  Library 
(sponsored  by  Agawam  t.  ulturaJ  Council) 
7:30  p.m. 

Free  and  open  to  the  public 


Colonial 

FORASTIERE 


FUNERAL  HOMi 

of  Agawam 


985  Main  Street.  Avj^o.n,  MA  01001 


SPRINGFIELD  SOUTHW1CK  t-  AM  LONGMEADOW 
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He  was  friendly  and  had  a  calm,  outgoing  per¬ 
sonality.  He  had  moral  principles  which  guided 
his  decisions  as  when  he  was  on  the  Agawam 
Town  Council,  and  the  many  organizations  of 
which  he  was  a  member. 

He  was  a  gentleman  in  the  truest  sense  of  the 
word  and  will  be  sorely  missed  by  his  family  and 
friends. 

Arthur  Femmel 
Jane  Femmel 
Feeding  Hills 

“Valentine  Message”  Tells 
The  Truth  With  Much  Humor 

To  The  Editor. 

It  is  no  small  group  that  wishes  the  message  on 
Donna  Jago’s  Valentine  would  come  true.  We  tru¬ 
ly  want  to  say  goodbye  to  Berkshire  Power. 

We  are  tired  of  their  phony  good  neighbor  act 
because  we  know  the  promoters  of  power  plants 
don’t  live  with  what  they  sell.  We  also  know  that 
the  consortium  would  not  have  to  spend  $6 
million  to  brainwash  us  if  a  power  plant  was  a 
good  project 

We  are  resentful  that  their  strategy  was  to 
divide  us  into  groups  and  try  to  buy  any  opposi¬ 
tion  with  a  gift.  Since  Agawam  still  is  a  rural  town, 
they  figured  we  were  nature  lovers  and  gave  this 
group  a  seedling.  Then  they  looked  at  the  parents 
and  did  some  athletic  events  for  the  chidlren;  that 
would  take  care  of  that  group. 

Another  group  left,  the  old  people,  take  them  to 
breakfast  at  the  Oaks.  Now  they  are  financing  a 
group  who  think  their  taxes  are  going  to  be 
stabilized  by  a  power  plant.  What  these  people 
should  do  is  take  a  look  at  all  the  industry  that  is 
coming  in  and  has  come  in  and  ask,  “Why  aren’t 
my  taxes  stabilized  now?” 

As  for  the  second  Valentine,  goodbye  to  the 
Mayor,  41  percent  of  us  tried  to  do  that  in  the  past 
election.  We  felt  that  the  town  could  have  better 
schools,  better  taxes,  and  most  of  all,  someone 
who  would  listen  to  the  people  of  this  town.  We 
also  resent  the  fact  that  we  are  paying  his  salary 
to  promote  Berkshire  Power. 

Thank  you,  Donna  Jago.  You  proved  that  the 
truth  can  be  told  with  humor. 

Sincerely, 
Mary  Ghedi 
Agawam 
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Critical  Letters  Do  Not  Speak 
On  Behalf  Of  All  Residents 

To  The  Editor 

I’ve  been  reading  articles  in  TheAAN  written  by 
a  certain  few  people  in  regards  to  certain  matters 
in  our  town,  i.e.,  the  Power  Plant,  Fisher  Scien¬ 
tific,  etc. 

The  writers  of  these  articles  think  they  are 
speaking  on  behalf  of  all  residents  of  Agawam. 

Well,  they  are  not  speaking  on  behalf  of  this 
resident.  Instead  of  being  negative  all  the  time, 
let's  think  positive.  Let  Agawam  go  forward  -  we 
do  need  revenue. 

Helen  Bobeckl 
Feeding  Hills 

Local  Dentists  Should  Visit 
Residents  Of  Nursing  Homes 

To  The  Editor. 

I  am  appalled  to  find  that  we  have  no  dentists  in 
our  area  willing  to  go  to  a  nursing  home!  WHY?? 

It  is  absolutely  disgusting  that  a  person,  who 
has  all  their  faculties,  but  for  rapid  weight  loss 
can’t  keep  her  teeth  in  her  mouth,  therefore,  is 
unable  to  eat. 

I  spoke  to  a  dental  group  from  Holyoke.  They 
make  house  visits,  but  when  they  found  it  was  a 
nursing  home,  they  suggested  that  I  find  someone 
closer.  Holyoke  to  Agawam???  Closer??? 

Another  dentist— $175  up  front  and  $100  to 
$200  for  relining.  Holyoke  dentist— $50  up  front 
and  $180  per  plate. 

A  West  Springfield  lab  charges  about  $89  per 
plate,  but  you  have  to  go  there. 

The  nursing  home  has  a  dentist  from  N.  Easton. 
Why  someone  that  far  away?  He  charges  $190  per 
plate.  Send  the  money  and  he  will  decide  when  he 
has  time  to  come.  “He  takes  care  of  his  patients 
first.” 

Do  you  think  a  person  being  seen  without  her 
teeth,  and  not  being  able  to  eat,  isn’t  in  pain?  It’s 
embarrassing,  as  well  as  uncomfortable  and 
unhealthy.  Most  people  care  how  they  look. 

I  wonder  how  many  dentists  would  let  their 
parent  suffer  this  way?  And  it  Is  suffering! ! !  Don’t 
people  care  anymore? 

Medicare/private  pay— Why  does  it  make  a  dif¬ 
ference??? 

L.  Bryant 
Feeding  Hills 
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F.  Hills  Resident  Is  Pleased 
With  Decision  Regarding  Pub 

To  The  Editor 

On  Tuesday,  February  13th,  there  was  a 
meeting  of  the  Agawam  Liquor  Licensing  Com¬ 
mission  a  the  Agawam  Police  Station.  At  this 
meeting,  the  commission  chairman,  Mr.  Dllullo, 
and  commission  members,  Mr.  Chriscola  and  Mr. 
Vanderhoof,  listened  to  over  100  neighbors  of  the 
Juniper  Ridge  Shops  area  of  Feeding  Hills.  This 
editorial  is  written  to  express  my  sincere  ap¬ 
preciation  for  their  unanimous  decision  to  deny 
the  liquor  license  transfer  requested  by  Mr.  Bot- 
taro  from  Betty’s  In  The  Patch  to  the  proposed 
Juniper  Ridge  Pub. 

I  would  like  to  thank  everyone  who  worked  so 
hard  to  prevent  the  Juniper  Ridge  Pub  from 
becoming  established  at  the  Juniper  Ridge  Shops 
location.  The  majority  has  spoken.  The  majority 
has  been  heard  and  recognized.  I  feel  so  fortunate 
to  be  living  here  with  neighbors  who  sincerely 
care  about  preserving  our  quality  of  life.  Feeding 
Hills  is  a  great  place  to  live  and  raise  a  family. 
Thank  you,  friends  and  neighbors,  for  giving  up 
your  evening  to  speak  up  for  our  families  and  for 
our  neighborhood! 

Special  thanks  to  Gail  and  Rick  Jagadowski 
and  to  Jim  Foley.  They  signed  the  petition.  They 
then  continued  to  get  even  more  signatures  in 
their  own  areas  of  the  neighborhood.  Also,  they 
shared  excellent  ideas  and  gave  us  all  their  full 
support  during  what  seemed  to  be  a  very  long 
month. 

Mike  Tolli  at  Tolli’s  Pizzeria  also  worked  hard 
getting  us  those  extra  signatures  right  up  to  the 
last  hour  before  meeting  time. 

The  Agawam  Advertiser  has  been  so  helpful  in 
our  attempt  to  prevent  the  liquor  license  transfer 
to  Juniper  Ridge  Pub.  As  I  walked  around  the 
neighborhood  speaking  to  people,  most  had  read 
the  latest  editorials  once  they  began  to  be 
published  each  week.  Thank  you.  You  provide  us 
with  a  great  service. 

Before  I  close,  I  do  want  to  wish  Mr.  Bottaro 
success  in  finding  a  better  location  for  a  pub. 

Thank  you,  again,  for  coming  to  the  meeting! 

Laura  L.  Poth 
971  North  St.  Ext. 

Feeding  Hills 
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786-1127 


786-1128 


Restaurant  &  Banquet 


60  North  Westfield  Street 
Feeding  Hills 


Dinner 

Mon.—' Thurs.  4:00  -  9:00 
Fri.  &  Sat.  4:00  -  10:00 


Every  Night 


With  Us  You  Still  Can  Enjoy  Fine  Italian  Cuisine  Made  With  Only 
The  Finest  Quality  Ingredients  For  Under  $10.00.  We  Feature 
Delicious  Veal,  Chicken,  Beef  And  Seafood  Entrees  Cooked  To 
Your  Liking. 

Early  Bird  Specials 
Mon. — Thurs.,  4:00  -  6:00 

Enjoy  A  Variety  Of  Dishes  Selected  Nightly  By  Our  Chef  For  $6.95. 
Entrees  Include  Soup  Or  Salad,  Vegetable,  Rolls  And  Butter. 

Open  For  Dinner  At  4:00  P.M. 

(Closed  On  Sundays,  Except 
For  Private  Parties) 


For  That  Special 
Occasion  You're 
Planning ,  Consider 
Our  Private,  Newly 
Decorated  Banquet 
Facility  Accommodating 
From  50-200 


Coupon 


Not  Valid  On  Holidays 


•2  For  1 

With  Coupon 

Order  Any  Entree  And  Your  Guest  Dines 

FREE!!  * 

(Not  Valid  For  Parties  Over  6) 

Monday  And  Tuesday  Only 

*  When  You  Buy  One  Meal  At  Regular  Price,  Your  Second  Meal  Of  Equal  Value 
Or  Less  Will  Be  Deducted.  Offer  Good  On  Entrees  Only.  $5.00  Bar  Minimum 
Required.  Not  Redeemable  In  Combination  With  Any  Other  Promotion  Or  Early 
Bird  Specials. 

15%  service  charge  will  be  added  to  your  bill. 


Coupon 


Not  Valid  On  Holidays 


Wednesday  and  Thursday  Only 

Save  $5.0© 

With  This  Coupon 

On  Dinner  For  2  Totaling  $20.00  Or  More 

This  coupon  is  not  redeemable  on  specially  priced  entrees,  lunch  menu  items,  or 
early  bird  specials.  Only  one  coupon  per  couple,  per  visit.  Coupon  is  not 
redeemable  for  cash  or  with  any  other  coupon  or  special.  Applicable  taxes  paid 
by  bearer. 


Live  Entertainment, 
Music,  And  Dancing 
e,  Every  Saturday  Night 
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More  “Points  Of  Interest’’ 
Regarding  Berkshire  Power 

To  The  Editor: 

In  my  letter  last  week  to  The  Advertiser  News,  I 
outlined  five  points  to  underscore  the  bizarre  and 
shifting  politics  of  the  Berkshire  Power  plant 
debate. 

Here  are  more  points  of  interest: 

6)  All  arguments  over  “special  interests  or  the 
so-called  amplified  voice  of  a  few  represent  a 
subterfuge  for  the  designs  of  a  genuine  special  in¬ 
terest  (Berkshire  Power)  that  truly  does  have 
disproportions!  clout  in  city  government. 

As  one  outside  interest  imports  a  distopian  vi¬ 
sion  of  the  responsibilities  of  city  government  to 
this  community,  the  voice  of  this  city’s  true 
citizens  are  quickly  subordinate  to  the  dollars  ex¬ 
erting  a  hypnotic  hold  on  public  officials  (who 
confuse  private  interest  with  public  Interest)  and 
seem  increasingly  wed  only  to  the  best  interests 
of  those  private  interests  who  prefer  the  permit¬ 
ting  process  to  the  democratic  process.  To  quote 
June  Jordan,  “Where's  the  rage?" 

7)  There  seems  to  be  considerable  confusion 
over  to  what  extent  the  best  interests  of  an  in¬ 
dustry  with  no  regard  for  city  zoning  laws  may  be 
linked  to  the  best  interests  of  the  several  in¬ 
dustries  who  shall  respect  our  zoning  laws.  This 
city’s  industrial  park  has  been  extraordinarily  suc¬ 
cessful  not  in  spite  of  city  zoning,  but  rather 
because  of  it.  If  prospective  industry  has  not  the 
slightest  idea  how  high  their  neighbors’  struc¬ 
tures  will  be,  then  the  prospect  of  malleability 
rather  than  integrity  for  city  zoning  may  be  less  of 
a  boon  than  some  now  seem  to  think. 

8)  Scare  tactics  intended  to  frighten 
homeowners  Into  consent  for  bogus  “deals”  and 
willy-nilly  wild  development  belie  the  waste  in  city 
hall.  I  question  if  industrial  development  is 
eroding  to  such  extent  that  the  residential  tax  rate 
should  rise,  and  am  quite  sure  tax  hikes  in  the 
future  will  reflect  less  on  the  CCBA,  for  instance, 
than  on,  say,  wasteful  junkets  for  city  firefighters. 

9)  Nitrogen  oxides  are  pollutants,  a  fact  we  can 
hide  from  no  longer.  However  “clean”  a 
superfluous  utility  may  be,  such  will  hardly  be 
clean  enough  to  justify  the  slightest  rise  in  the 
level  of  atmospheric  pollutants  to  feed  wasteful 
habits  contributing  to  global  environmental 
crises. 

Furthermore,  we  have  no  guarantees  that  only 
natural  gas  will  be  used  at  the  facility.  We  cannot 
afford  anymore  to  dance  around  the  following 
questions: 

Will  the  stacks  pierce  the  thermal  inversion 
layer?  What  will  be  purchased  in  terms  of  emis¬ 
sions  credits?  Will  isocyanic  acid  be  used,  if 
available  commercially?  How  will  sludge  be 
disposed  of? 

10)  There  has  been  an  Impression  on  the  part  of 
some  that  the  matter  has  been  removed  from  our 
hands.  However,  we  can  still  secure  citizen  input 
on  the  question  by  supporting  the  proposed  in¬ 
itiative  by  Mr.  Kasparian,  by  ressurectlng  the  prior 
proposed  question  of  City  Councilor  Jill  Simpson, 
and  by  lobbying,  especially  Rep.  Keenan,  and 
Sens.  Linda  Melconian,  Brian  Lees,  and  Stanley 
Rosenberg,  to  bar  the  State  Energy  Facilities 
Siting  Board  and  the  DPU  from  overriding  the  will 
of  cities  and  towns. 

We  can  also  remove  the  recalcitrant  in  any  sim¬ 
ple  election.  Where  there’s  a  will,  there’s  always  a 
way,  dear  citizens,  and  I  don’t  want  to  read  or  hear 
more  ridiculous  agit-prop  intended  to  produce  a 
feeling  of  powerlessness  or  resignation  in  our 
town’s  citizens.  We  can  write  all  of  these 
legislators  at  the  State  House  in  Boston,  MA 
02133.  We  can  make  it  an  upcoming  election 
issue! 
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11)  It  should  also  be  noted  that,  It  we  pull  our 
heads  out  from  under  so  many  tons  of  sand,  no 
business  could  even  afford  to  propose  paying  our 
town  five  times  what  that  very  business  estimates 
it  might  shell  out  In  taxes.  It  isn’t  the  river  that 
smells  fishy!  For  my  part,  I  would  rather  secure 
the  threat  of  property  confiscation  against  non¬ 
payment  of  taxes  than  Invest  my  hopes  against 
failure  to  collect  revenues  in  the  mere  threat  of 
lawsuits  against  an  obviously  litigious  corpora¬ 
tion. 

Sincerely, 
Owen  R.  Broadhurst 

Resident  Is  Willing  To  Change 
His  Stance  On  Power  Plant 

To  The  Editor: 

A  couple  of  weeks  ago,  I  wrote  a  letter  concern¬ 
ing  the  public  discussion  of  Berkshire  Power.  1 
also  spoke  before  our  Town  Council  on  this  issue. 

While  it  is  true  that  I  support  Berkshire  Power,  it 
is  also  true  that  I  want  the  Plant  fully  investigated 
on  the  scientific  and  regulatory  level.  If  this  can 
be  done  on  the  “local”  level  by  certified  scientists 
connected  to  the  E.P.A.  and  the  state  Department 
of  Utilities,  then  so  be  it.  The  issue  is  not  “local” 
as  a  place,  but  “local”  citizens  having  the  full 
facts  to  make  an  intelligent  decision. 

A  referendum  is  not  a  full  scientific  investiga¬ 
tion.  Emotions  do  not  sway  the  E.P.A.  as  they  can 
on  a  referendum  issue. 

If  the  plant  is  not  allowed,  it  should  be  based  on 
facts  and  not  emotions. 

As  stated  before,  I  do  not  belittle  the  opposi¬ 
tion’s  honest  concerns,  I  just  want  them  address¬ 
ed  once  and  for  all  at  the  correct  level. 

Notice  that  I  do  not  attack  the  opposition,  but 
consider  them  to  have  honest  personal  conerns.  I 
do  not  use  their  names  or  make  fun  of  them.  I  have 
too  much  integrity  and  belief  in  my  position  to 
stoop  to  that  level. 

An  honest,  open  discussion  is  much  better  than 
name-calling.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  only  when  so¬ 
meone  doesn’t  have  a  firm  belief  in  his/her  posi¬ 
tion  that  they  must  sink  to  the  use  of  such 
degrading  names  as  "King”  Johnson  rather  than 
backing  up  their  statement  with  facts. 

The  use  of  name-calling  destroys  an  argument. 
I  am  sure  that  most  members  of  the  opposition 
group  share  this  concern  about  personal  attacks. 

I  also  stated  my  belief  that  the  town  needs  to  in¬ 
crease  our  revenue  base.  Statements  have  been 
made  that  this  revenue  could  be  raised  without 
Berkshire  Power.  If  this  is  possible,  I  would  like  to 
see  the  specific  plans  to  develop  our  Industrial 
Park  with  other  companies  that  will  generate 
$1,000,000  in  new  revenue  and  then  increase  at  a 
three  percent  a  year  rate  in  a  town  that  can  only 
raise  property  taxes  to  a  maximum  of  2Vz  percent. 

Just  as  I  am  looking  for  facts  from  and  about 
Berkshire  Power,  I  am  looking  for  concrete  facts 
from  the  opposition. 

I  am  willing  to  revise  my  stance  after  the  scien¬ 
tific  investigation  is  complete  if  it  “proves” 
Berkshire  Power  to  be  a  health  risk.  Will  the  op¬ 
position  change  theirs  if  Berkshire  Power  is  “pro¬ 
ven”  to  be  safe? 

Frank  Meagher 
Feeding  Hills 

P.S.  1  just  read  this  week’s  Advertiser.  The  at¬ 
tacks  continue.  C.A.T.  is  not  paid  by  Berkshire 
Power.  I  am  an  independent  citizen  who  wants  to 
see  the  plant  built  if  It  is  safe.  The  only  way  to 
know  if  it  is  safe  is  to  fully  study  the  issue,  not 
because  someone  tells  me  it  is  not  safe.  Don’t 
belittle  my  beliefs,  I  don’t  belittle  your  concerns. 


February  22, 1996 

Thanks  Expressed  For  Support 
Of  Resident’s  “Valentine” 


To  The  Editor. 

Many  friends  and  neighbors,  as  well  as 
residents  that  I’ve  never  had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting,  came  forward  recently  by  phone  and  let¬ 
ter  to  support  my  efforts  around  the  much 
publicized  Valentine  Greeting  to  Berkshire  Power 

and  Mavor  Johnson.  . 

To  all  of  you,  I  send  my  heartfelt  appreciation 
and  mv  hope  that  we  all  continue  to  work  together 
on  any  issue  that  may  threaten  the  quality  of  life 
and  the  character  of  this  town. 
a  With  Sincere  Gratitude, 

Donna  Jago 
River  Road 


School  Committee  Has 
Spines  Of  Spaghetti 

To  The  Editor 

For  the  past  few  weeks  there  has  been  a  rather 
vocal  discussion  raging  in  the  pages  of  this 
newspaper  about  the  quality  of  education  in  the 
Agawam  School  System,  specifically  at  the 
Agawam  High  School.  School  Committee 
members  have  once  again  proved  that  they  have 
spines  made  out  of  spaghetti  and  have  done  their 
best  to  ignore  the  issues. 

Much  of  this  discussion  started  when  results  of 
various  standardized  tests  were  made  public. 
Many  of  us  were  troubled  to  see  that  Agawam 
students  scored  below  state  and  national 
averages  on  some  of  these  tests.  On  the  all  impor¬ 
tant  S.A.T.,  our  students  scored  well  below 
average. 

Since  this  discussion  began,  we  have  been 
bombarded  with  excuses  by  various  defenders  of 
the  status  quo.  We’ve  seen  articles  and  letters 
which  blame  the  students  and  the  previous  ad¬ 
ministrators  at  the  high  school.  We’ve  been  told 
that  we  must  be  positive  and  that  we  should  focus 
on  the  good  things  that  are  happening  in  our 
schools. 

I  haven’t  seen  anyone  admit  that  these  test 
results  prove  that  we  have  a  serious  problem  with 
the  academic  program  at  our  high  school.  I 
haven’t  seen  anyone  come  forward  with  a  plan  or 
proposal  to  fix  it.  We  are  all  willing  to  stipulate 
that  some  very  good  things  happen  in  our 
schools.  Most  of  us  have  been  deeply  Involved  In 
trying  to  help  our  schools  for  a  number  of  years. 
We  are  well  aware  of  the  fact  that  we  have  some 
wonderful  teachers  and  some  very  devoted  and  in¬ 
volved  administrators,  but  we  also  must  face  the 
fact  that  somewhere  there  is  a  problem  which 
must  be  addressed. 

We  have  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  arguing 
about  who  we  should  compare  ourselves  with. 
Historically  we  have  resisted  comparisons  to 
school  systems  like  Longmeadow,  which  scored  a 
few  hundred  points  above  state  and  national 
averages  on  the  S.A.T.’s.  We  have  been  told  that 
our  two  communities  are  nothing  alike  and  thus 
shouldn’t  be  compared. 

Mr.  Tom  Tierney  recently  did  a  wonderful  study 
that  used  state  figures  to  find  communities 
similar  to  Agawam  for  comparison  on  the 
M.E.A.P.  tests.  When  he  compared  Agawam  to 
Ludlow  and  Belchertown,  we  fared  just  as  poorly. 
But  again,  defenders  came  rushing  in  to  question 
the  appropriateness  of  comparisons  with  these 
communities. 


SEE  LETTERS  -  Page  7... 
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LETTERS  -  from  Page  6... 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  when  we  compare 
the  performance  of  our  students  on  the  S.A.T.  and 
on  the  10th  grade  M.E.A.P.  tests  to  almost  any 
other  community,  we  do  not  measure  up  well.  It  Is 
easy  to  say  that  we  shouldn’t  compare  ourselves 
to  community  X  or  Y.  If  that  Is  true,  then  It  Is  In¬ 
cumbent  on  our  school  committee  to  tell  all  of  us 
what  school  system  they  would  be  willing  to  ac¬ 
cept  comparison  with.  What  standard  are  they 
willing  to  have  our  system  judged  by? 

At  what  point  are  they  willing  to  admit  that  we 
have  a  problem  that  must  be  dealt  with? 

We  have  to  keep  In  mind  that  the  true  test  of  our 
school  system  will  be  found  In  the  experiences 
each  of  our  students  after  they  graduate  from 
Agawam  High  School.  When  our  children  move  on 
to  college  they  will  be  competing  against 
students  from  Lonameadow  and  Ludlow.  If  these 
students  from  other  communities  are  better 
prepared  to  deal  with  the  requirements  of  some  of 
the  better  colleges  and  universities,  then  our 
school  system  has  failed. 

If  our  students  are  lacking  the  tools  necessary 
to  compete  with  their  avaraga  classmates  from 
other  communities,  then  we  have  failed  them.  It  Is 
not  the  children’s  fault,  It  is  all  of  ours.  The  recant 
results  of  standardized  tests  shows  that  we  may 
not  be  properly  preparing  our  students  to  com¬ 
pete  and  to  win  in  the  world  of  "higher 
education.”  I  find  that  troubling. 

Frank  Lawlor 
Agawam 

Valentine’s  Flap  Over  Plant 
Is  Comical  &  Ironic 

To  The  Editor 

We  find  all  this  fuss  about  a  Valentine  greeting 
to  our  Mayor  (Chris  Johnson)  and  the  Industry  that 
is  suing  our  town  and  taking  us  to  court  (Berkshire 
Power),  not  only  Comical,  but  Ironic. 

The  sign  on  River  Road  reads: 

"Berkshire  Power  and  King  Johnson, 

Roses  are  Red. 

Violets  are  Blue. 

We  want  to  say  good-bye 
To  the  Two  of  You.” 

First,  the  Comedy. 

The  vast  majority  of  Agawam  residents,  would 
not  have  traveled  River  Road  this  past  week.  If  cer¬ 
tain  people  in  City  Hall  weren’t  so  offended  by 
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this  Valentine  Greeting,  most  Agawam  residents 
would  never  even  know  that  this  message  existed. 

But  Nooooo! 

Now  this  story  Is  on  TV-22,  TV-40,  the  front  page 
of  the  local  edition  of  The  Union  News,  National 
Public  Radio,  WAQY-ROCK 102,  and  possibly  ABC 
News. 

Once  again,  not  only  Is  our  Mayor  seen  In  a  bad 
light,  but  ne  Is  also  aligned  with  Berkshire  Power. 
(You  remember  Berkshire  Power?  They  are  the  In¬ 
dustry  that  Is  suing  your  town.) 

Now  the  Irony: 

This  Valentine  Greeting  is  larger  than  4  square 
feet.  This  violates  our  town’s  zoning  laws. 

The  Mayor  of  Agawam  supports  Berkshire 
Power. 

Now,  what’s  worse  ...  a  Valentine  Greeting  on  a 
boathouse  on  River  Road  that’s  too  big  and 
unintentionally  violated  our  zoning  laws,  or  a 
power  plant  whose  structures  will  intentionally 
violate  our  zoning  laws,  pollute  our  skies,  con¬ 
sume  our  drinking  water,  negatively  Impact  pro¬ 
perty  values  and  change  the  character  of  Agawam 
forever? 

Or,  more  Importantly  ...  what’s  the  difference? 

They  both  violate  our  zoning  laws. 

If  a  Valentine  Greeting  violates  the  Agawam 
zoning  laws,  It  should  come  down. 

If  a  power  plant  cannot  be  built  within  the 
guidelines  of  our  zoning  laws  (under  40  feet  high), 
then  It  should  not  and  cannot  be  built. 

To  all  Town  Officials: 

The  law  Is  the  law.  ENFORCE  IT. 

To  Donna  Jago: 

Great  job!  Take  the  sign  down.  Remember,  It 
violates  our  zoning  laws. 

To  Berkshire  Power: 

You  don’t  care  about  our  zoning  laws. 

You  Intend  to  circumvent  our  zoning  laws. 

You  are  taking  our  town  to  court. 

You  are  forcing  Agawam  residents  to  use  their 
tax  dollars  to  defend  our  laws. 

You  should  just  get  out  of  town! 

To  Mayor  Johnson: 

You  cannot  pick  and  choose  which  zoning  laws 
you  defend,  and  which  zoning  laws  you  want  to 
disregard. 

Back  in  January,  you  rose  your  right  hand  and 
swore  to  defend  and  uphold  our  laws.  You  are  our 
leader,  aren’t  you? 

Happy  Valentine’s  Day 
Sandl  &  Ken  Fornl 
Agawam 
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Fire  Wise 

by  Fir©  Chief  David  Plsaoo 

Choosing  And  Using 
A  Fire  Extinguisher 

Most  fires  start  small,  and  It  is  at  this  stage  that 
if  a  fire  extinguisher  is  handy,  it  could  put  out  the 
fire  or  keep  It  from  spreading.  You  should  only  at¬ 
tempt  to  fight  a  fire  with  a  fire  extinguisher  when 
it  is  small  and  In  Its  early  stage. 

If  your  exit  could  potentially  be  blocked’by  fire, 
don’t  attempt  to  fight  the  fire.  Instead,  get  out  of 
the  building. 

The  Agawam  Fire  Department  provides  the 
following  hints  on  purchasing  and  using  a  fire  ex¬ 
tinguisher: 

•  Most  fire  extinguishers  operate  this  way: 

1.  Pull  the  locking  pin. 

2.  Aim  at  the  base  of  the  flames. 

3.  Squeeze  the  handle. 

4.  Sweep  back  and  forth  over  the  burning  area. 

•  The  contents  of  most  extinguishers  last  less 
than  30  to  60  seconds.  Aim  carefully  at  the  base  of 
the  flame. 

•  Fire  extinguishers  are  meant  to  fight  only 
small  fires  (no  bigger  around  than  a  trash  can). 
Fighting  too  large  a  fire  can  be  dangerous. 

•  Whenever  a  fire  occurs,  get  everyone  out  first 
and  call  the  fire  department.  Then  use  your  ex¬ 
tinguisher  If  the  fire  Is  still  small  enough. 

•  All  fire  extinguishers  are  not  alike.  They  are 
marked  with  the  letter(s)  indicating  the  type  of  fire 
they  can  put  out: 

“A”  —  ordinary  fuels  such  as  wood,  cloth, 
paper,  rubber,  plastics 

“B”  —  flammable  liquids  like  gasoline, 
kerosene,  oil,  paint,  kitchen  grease 

“C”  —  electricity 

“D”  —  metals 

•  Purchase  a  mult-purpose  extinguisher  with  a 
"BC”  or  "ABC”  label  for  typical  home  use. 

•  Install  extinguishers. 

•  Check  the  pressure  gauge  on  your  ex¬ 
tinguisher  periodically  to  see  if  it  needs  recharg¬ 
ing.  Look  in  the  phone  book  for  professionals  to 
fill  and  recharge  extinguishers. 

•  Always  refill  or  replace  a  used  extinguisher 
immediately.  Never  put  it  back  empty.  An  empty 
extinguisher  is  dangerous  for  someone  else  to 
use. 

For  further  information,  contact  the  Agawam 
Fire  Department  at  786-2662. 


Rep.  Keenan  Hails 
Adoption  Of  Local 
Aid  Resolution 


State  Representative  Daniel  F.  Keenan  is  pleas¬ 
ed  to  announce  the  enactment  of  the  fiscal  year 
1997  Local  Aid  Resolution  by  the  House  on 
February  14th.  The  purpose  of  the  measure,  as 
stated  within  the  resolution,  is  to  provide  timely 
notice  to  cities  and  towns  of  the  amounts  of 
school  and  municipal  aid  essential  for  an  orderly 
and  rational  budget  process  at  the  local  level. 

"The  passage  of  this  resolution  will  provide 
local  officials  with  the  basic  minimum  amount  of 
state  aid  to  begin  their  budget  preparation,” 
stated  Rep.  Keenan,  a  co-sponsor  of  the  resolu¬ 
tion.  “The  House  Is  doing  its  part  to  ensure  an 
orderly  approach  to  the  local  budgetary  process.” 

Under  the  resolution,  the  minimum  amounts 
that  the  Town  of  Agawam  will  receive  Include: 
$7,965,769  in  Chapter  70  funding  for  the  schools, 
$2,210,593  in  lottery  aid,  and  $223,588  In  addi¬ 
tional  lottery  distribution  funds. 

Because  municipalities  must  set  their  budgets 
by  July  1st,  these  figures  will  enable  local  of¬ 
ficials  to  make  informed  decisions  on  local  spen¬ 
ding  and  tax  issues. 


Check  our  classified 
pages  today!!! 
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WHY  LEAVE  YOUR  HOUSE  FOR 
YOUR  COMPUTER  NEEDS? 


ONE-ON-ONE  OFFERS  COMPLETE 
TUTORING  AND  CONSULTING 

SERVICES  IN  YOUR  HOME! 


ONE-ON-ONE  SELLS  ALL 
THE  LATEST  SOFTWARE! 


ONE-ON-ONE  WILL  DELIVER  TO  ANY 
LOCAL  ADDRESS  AT  NO  EXTRA  CHARGE! 


CALL  TODAY  FOR  INFORMATION  OR 
TO  SCHEDULE  AN  APPOINTMENT! 


CALL  786-1892 


You  turn  our  pages  for  the  local  news ... 


SMART  DRIVERS  SAVE  MOilf 
WITH  COMMERCE  INSURANCE 


Don’t  pay  more  than  you  have  to  for  auto  insurance.  With  Commerce,  you  can. . . 


+ 
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+ 


with  an  SDIP 


\0 

with  a  with  0%  interest  on 

Step  9  or  10  \fehide  Groip  Discount*  installment  payments 

*  10%  group  discount  on  SDIP  discounted  pricing  for  combined  savings  up  to  19%. 

BE  A  SMART  DRIVES, 
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CANARY  •  BLOMSTROM 


Insurance  Agency,  Inc 


Insurance  Is  Our  Only  Business 


Alson  K  Canary 


XOK  Springfield  Syvei  •  Feeding  Hill'’  0103d 

(413)7X0-3995 

Richard  V.  Blomslrom 

oc 


TLe  Commerce  Insurance  Company 

The  company  that  cares  enough  to  save  you  money 
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View  From 

|  |  by  State  Rep. 

f)  Daniel  F.  Keenan 

Upcoming  Budget  Challenges 
(Part  II) 

WELFARE  .  ,  . 

Welfare,  or  income  assistance,  is  divided  into 
three  programs:  Aid  to  Famines  with  Depemden 
Children  (AFDC),  Emergency  Aid  to  Elderly, 
Disabled  and  Children  (EAEDC),  an^  fh® 
supplement  to  the  federal  supp|em0ntal  Seci urlty 
Income  (SSI).  AFDC  Is  the  largest  program  and 
provides  assistance  to  255,000  parents  and 
phildren  in  90,000  poor  families. 

The  number  of  families  on  welfare  has propped 
for  27  consecutive  months,  from  a Peak  of  aiTr°of 
115  000  in  May  of  1993  to  90,067  In  November  of 
1995,  a  reduction  of  21  P^cent.  There  are 
factors  attributable  for  this  reduction.  1)  the  Im 
proved  state  economy;  2)  increased  child '  auPP°r* 
collections;  3)  efforts  to  reduce  fraud,  and  4)  the 
welfare  reform  law. 

The  Welfare  Reform  Law  produced  benefit 
reductions  for  40,000  welfare  families.  It 
established  work  requirements  affecting  18,000  to 
20  000  AFDC  parents.  It  provides  greater  earning 
allowances  for  working  recipients.  It  also  provid¬ 
ed  school  requirements  for  school-aged  children 
and  teen  parents,  new  living  arrangements  for 
teen  parents,  and  a  family  cap  on  benefits. 

At  the  federal  level,  the  House  and  Senate 
welfare  reform  packages  would  combine  AFDC 
and  other  assistance  programs  Into  a  single  block 
qrant  to  the  states.  Under  these  proposals  Massa¬ 
chusetts  would  receive  between  $400-$475  million 
in  federal  welfare  payments  In  1996,  while  only 
$370  million  are  expected  under  current  law. 

SCHOOL  AID 

Perhaps  the  area  of  public  spending  which 
receives  the  most  public  attention  Is  school  a  Id. 
In  its  commitment  to  the  1993  Education  Reform 
Act,  the  state  has  provided  $237  million  Ir i  new 
school  aid  for  FY  1996.  This  aid  accounted  for  43 
percent  of  all  spending  growth.  The  new  law  calls 
for  four  more  $200  million  plus  annual  ncreases, 
which  will  bring  school  aid  to  $3  billion  in  the  year 

2°School  districts  in  the  Commonwealth  received 
$209  million  in  new  aid  for  FY  1996,  which  was 
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tied  to  spending  goals  for  each  school  district 
This  foundation  budget  Is  designed  to  Insure  that 
low-spending  schools  will  ultimately  have  ade¬ 
quate  resources  and  better  financed  schools  to 
maintain  their  budgets.  The  foundation  budget  s 
recalculated  each  year  to  reflect  changes  in 
enrollment  and  Inflation.  Most  cities  and  towns 
are  required  to  maintain  their  current  level  of  sup¬ 
port,  and  communities  which  undersupport  their 
schools  are  expected  to  do  more. 

There  are  key  questions  swirling  around  school 
aid-  How  much  should  local  government  con¬ 
tribute  to  Its  schools?  How  do  cities  and  towns 
balance  required  spending  for  schools  with 
demands  for  other  public  services? 

local  government 

As  cities  and  towns  struggle  to  meet  the  de¬ 
mand  for  increased  public  services,  local  officials 
are  seeking  Increased  local  aid  and  fewer  unfund¬ 
ed  state  mandates.  In  order  to  meet  local  needs, 
the  Legislature  has  responded.  In  1995,  uncapp¬ 
ing  the  lottery  aid  provided  a  $40  million  Increase, 
and  in  1996  that  figure  rose  to  $50  million.  The 
Legislature  has  committed  to  Increase  lottery  aid 
over  five  years  until  cities  and  towns  receive  all 
lottery  revenues  In  2000. 

Each  city  and  town  will  receive  the  lottery  aid  it 
received  last  year,  plus  new  funds  distributed 
under  the  lottery  formula.  Under  this  formula, 
municipalities  with  less  property  value  per  resi¬ 
dent  receive  more  aid,  wealthier  places  less.  The 
formula  Is  Intended  to  offset  differences  in  the 
ability  of  communities  to  raise  revenue  through 
the  property  tax.  j  ^ 

The  lottery  formula  is  outdated,  however,  since 
Proposition  2 Vi  limits  property  tax  growth.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  the  education  reform  law  mandates  local 
spending  requirements.  Under  these  changing  cir¬ 
cumstances,  a  new  approach  to  allocating  aid 
may  be  necessary. 

DEBT  SERVICE 

A  crucial  element  to  the  state’s  economic 
health  has  been  the  level  of  the  state’s  bonded  in¬ 
debtedness.  The  state  has  worked  hard  to  contro 
the  growth  of  debt  service  within  the  last  several 
years.  From  1993  to  1996,  debt  service  growth  has 
averaged  2.6  percent  per  year.  Prior  to  these 
years,  between  1989  and  1993,  debt  service  grew 
by  an  average  of  15  percent  annually.  With  firm 
limits  on  state  borrowing,  the  state  debt  grew  two 
percent  in  1995.  ,  ,  . 

Although  debt  service  growth  has  been  slowed, 
the  Commonwealth’s  debt  service  equaled  7.5 
percent  of  the  entire  state  budget  In  1996.  In  1988, 
debt  service  equaled  five  percent  of  state  expen¬ 
ditures.  Moreover,  when  debt  service  costs  are  in¬ 
cluded  for  the  MBTA  and  the  Massachusetts  Con¬ 
vention  Center  Authority,  debt  service  accounts 
for  nine  percent  of  state  spending  in  1996. 

Under  the  administration’s  five-year  capital 
plan,  the  state  anticipates  issuing  $900  million  in 


Meiconian  Announces  Availability  Of 
Financial  Aid  Grants  &  Loans  For  Students 

Senate  Assistant  Majority  Leader  Llnda^X  0101= >,  offers .tree £« 


Meiconian  (D-Springfield)  has  announced  the  plying  for  a 
availability  of  state  and  federal  grants  and  low-  research  aid 
interest  loans  for  Massachusetts  students  atten-  Every  studei 
ding  college  in  the  fall.  FAFSA(Free 

“There  is  substantial  aid  available  for  students  form, 
applying  to  schools,  but  students  should  search  Brochures 
out  all  aid  possibilities  and  apply  early,”  Melco-  ing  for  colie 
nian  said.  In  fact,  last  year,  Massachusetts  available 
students  received  over  $1 .2  billion  in  aid  from  the  1-800-442-1 1 
federal  and  state  government.  throughout  t 

In  Hampden  County,  the  Springfield  Educa-  plying  for  fir 
tional  Opportunity  Center,  located  at  591  in  order  to 
Memorial  Drive,  Fairfield  Mall  Rear,  Chicopee,  MA  chance  of  re 
,****.*******.*.*.***************■****************■* 
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01013,  offers  free  Information  and  advice  on  ap¬ 
plying  for  aid.  Trained  counselors  help  people 
research  aid  sources  and  complete  aPPl  1  cat ions- 
Every  student  applying  for  aid  must  fill  out  the 
FAFSA  (Free  Application  for  Federal  Student  Aid) 

Brochures  on  sources  of  financial  aid,  borrow¬ 
ing  for  college,  and  researching  scholarships  are 
available  at  the  center  or  by  calling 
1-800-442-1171.  The  Educational  Centers,  located 
throughout  the  state,  recommend  that  anyone  ap¬ 
plying  for  financial  aid  should  do  so  by  March  1st, 
in  order  to  present  themselves  with  the  best 
chance  of  receiving  aid. 

Paid  Political  Ad 


February  22, 1996 

new  bonded  debt  each  year  between  1996  and 
2000.  The  treasurer  estimates  that  this  will  in 
crease  debt  service  costs  between  four  and  five 
oercent  per  year.  The  Governor  and  the 
Elolslature  will  face  difficult  choices  to  Keep  the 
level  of  debt  and  debt  service  under  control  as 
they  face  an  overwhelming  demand  for  capital 

spendln^HAT  TH£  FUTURE  MAY  HOLD 

As  with  any  economy,  there  is  an  ever-ch^ging 
set  Sof  circumstances  which  may  alter  the 
soundest  and  most  prudent  fiscal  planning.  The 
State’s  economy  is  subject  not  only  to  the  needs 
of  fs  cities  and  towns  but  to  any  number  of 
2Lirn«nrles  which  may  require  Immediate 
economic  aid.  Furthermore,  the  c° m m 0 ® *^1 
has  come  to  view  its  economy  not  only  In  terms  of 
tlfe  New  England  region  but  the  nation  and  the 

9 ' 'Massachusetts  will  be  subject  to  a  number  of 
nronosed  changes  at  the  federal  level,  which,  it 
EHXed  will  raise  some  interesting  Questions 
ramarHinn  the  state  budget  and  the  state’s  ability 
o9funl  mcover  from  the  recession  of  the  late 
198(Vs  Efforts  In  Congress  to  balance  the  federal 
budaet  will  undoubtedly  affect  the  level  of  reim¬ 
bursements  to  all  the  states.  Under  the  GOP  plan, 
the  level  of  1996  federal  grants  to  Mas8^u8^^ 
would  be  $157  million  less  than  In  1995.  This 
would  have  a  devastating  effect  on  those  state 
agencies  which  have  melded 

ffidprallv  funded  programs.  For  example,  nearly 
all  of  the  845  employees  of  the  Massachusetts 
Rehabilitation  Commission  and  half  of  the  475 
employees  of  the  Department  of  Education  are 
funded  by  the  non-budgetary  federal  grants.  The 
state  will  be  forced  to  reassess  Its  role  in  pro 
grams  currently  funded  by  federaTgrants. 

How  will  Massachusetts  fare  under  new  federal 
Medicaid  and  welfare  formulas?  With  the  state  s 
Droven  ability  to  control  Medicaid  costs  and  its 
Swn  welfare  reform  In  place,  the  state  will  ex¬ 
perience  short-term  benefits  un<^er  "et'f'B,®d®rro 
programs.  Nevertheless,  the  costs  i?l'h®sneH  Pth~ 
grams  will  eventually  outpace  funding,  and  the 
Administration  and  the  Legislature  will  face  the 
tough  choice  of  whether  to  absorb  these  costs  or 

reduce  services.  .  .. 

Ultimately,  what  will  determine  many  of  the 
budgetary  choices  facing  the  Legislature  will  be 
changes  in  federal  policy  and  any  adoption  of  the 
Governor’s  proposal  to  downsize  state  govern- 
ment.  Much  will  depend  upon  the  continued 
cooperation  between  the  Governor  and  the 
Legislature  which  has  been  cited  as  one  of  the 
primary  reasons  for  the  positive  turnaround  n  the 
Massachusetts  economy  and  the  fiscal  outlook. 
The  Legislature  has  proven  itself  capable  of 
meeting  these  types  of  challenges  head  on  with 
an  eye  toward  not  only  the  immediate  needs  of 
the  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  but  also  with  a 
vision  of  the  state’s  future  economic  well-being. 

For  all  the  local 
news ,  you  turn  our 
pages  each  week ! 


Phyllis  J. 

Casey 
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“As  a  neighbor  of  yours  from  West  Springfield  who  has  lived  in  this  district  for  many  years  and 
who  raised  my  family  here,  I  feel  I  can  best  represent  us  on  the  State  Committee.” 


Resident  of  this  district,  26  Years,  Not  a  Newcomer! 


I  Active  in  Republican  politics  in  West  Springfield  j 

;  Former  Selectman  Candidate  Former  Town  Meeting  Member 

j  Former  Library  Trustee  Conservative 

t  Former  Historic  Commission  Member  Member,  St.  Thomas  Parish 
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KEENAN  &  MOLTA 
ASSOCIATES 


KATHY  ROSE 


If  your  property  is  currently  listed  with  a  real  estate  broker,  please  disregard.  It  is  not  our  intention  to  solicit  the  offerings  of  other  real  estate  brokers.  We  are  happy  to 
work  with  them  and  cooperate  fully.  <1994  Gildwell  Banker  Corporation.  An  Equal  Opportunity  Company.  Equal  Housing  Opportunity.  Some  Offices 
Independently  Owned  and  Operated.  In  Canada,  Each  Office  is  an  Independently  Owned  and  Operated  Member  Broker  of  Coldwell  Banker  Affiliates  of  Canada. 


KATHY  BOCCASILE 


WE  WROTE  THE  BOOK 
ON  BUYING  A  HOME. 


Interest  rates.  Property  values.  Financing.  The  way 
things  keep  changing,  sometimes  even  a  seasoned  home 
buyer  might  feel  the  need  for  advice.  Fortunately,  one 
thing  never  changes.  You  can  always  count  on  Coldwell 
Banker  to  give  you  the  support  you  need.  Our  Best  Buyer 
Guidebook™  answers  a  range  of  questions  home  buyers 
might  have,  whether  it’s  your  third  move,  or  your  first. 

Stop  by  Coldwell  Banker  for  this  step-by-step  guide  on 
buying  a  home,  from  shopping  to  wrapping  up  the  deal. 
You’ll  see  why  so  many  home  buyers  count  on  us  for  help. 
After  all,  we  wrote  the  book. 


“Are  points 
negotiable ?” 


BARRY  BOCCASILE 


“ How  much  of  a 
down  payment  ■ 
do  I  need?” 


PAT  DORAN 


“What  are 
my  financing 
options ?” 


“ How  much 
home  can  I 
afford?” 


JOAN  LUCHIN! 


DIANE  CLEARWATER 


DAVE  MODZELESKI 


AGAWAM  LONGMEADOW  SOUTHWICK 

789-9890  567-8931  569-0137 

SPRINGFIELD  WESTFIELD 

733-2277  562-7311 


GEORGE  DAWSON 


COLDUieiX 

BANIQSRB 


COLDUieLL 


BANKGR  □ 
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Expect  the  best." 
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Keenan  Says  Students 
Must  Apply  Now  For 
College  Financial  Aid 

“People  planning  to  attend  college  next  fall 
need  to  apply  for  financial  aid  now,”  stated 
Representative  Daniel  F.  Keenan.  “While  substan¬ 
tial  aid  is  available,  students  need  to  apply  early, 
preferably  before  March  1st,  and  investigate  all 
possible  sources  of  aid.” 

Last  year,  Massachusetts  students  received 
over  $1.2  billion  in  grants  and  low  interest  loans 
from  federal  and  state  governments.  In  addition, 
Massachusetts  colleges  and  universities  awarded 
students  millions  of  dollars  in  scholarships  from 
their  own  funds. 

People  can  get  financial  aid  information  and 
application  forms  from  high  school  guidance  of¬ 
fices,  financial  aid  offices,  and  public  libraries. 
They  also  can  call  the  Career  and  Learning  Line,  a 
toll-free  information  hotline  operated  by  the 
Higher  Education  Information  Center  in  Boston. 
This  number  is  1-800-442-1171.  People  shbould 
check  with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  communi¬ 
ty  agencies,  employers,  churches,  and 
newspapers  for  information  about  private  scholar¬ 
ships. 

Federal  and  state  governments,  along  with  col¬ 
leges  and  universities,  are  the  major  sources  of 
aid.  Students  interested  in  aid  must  fill  out  the 
FAFSA  (Free  Application  for  Federal  Student  Aid) 
form.  Many  private  colleges  and  universities  also 
require  the  PROFILE  form.  Counselors  at  the 
Higher  Education  Information  Center  and  other 
Educational  Opportunity  Centers  can  help  In¬ 
dividuals  complete  these  forms. 

Free  financial  aid  brochures  are  available  from 
the  Higher  Education  Information  Center  by  call¬ 
ing  1-800-442-1171.  These  include: 

•  “Sources  of  Financial  Aid  for  Massachusetts 
Students”  -  a  brochure  that  gives  helpful  hints 
about  researching  scholarships. 

•  “A  Guide  to  Borrowing  for  College”  ■  a  list  of 
the  major  loan  programs  for  Massachusetts 
families. 

o  “Researching  Private  Scholarships”  -  a  guide 
to  locating  scholarships  from  private  organiza¬ 
tions. 
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IRS  Tax  Tip  Of  The  Week. . . 

File  Your  Return— 
Even  If  You  Can’t  Pay! 

It’s  April,  the  federal  income  tax  return  is  due 
soon,  and  there’s  no  money  in  the  checking  ac¬ 
count.  Sound  familiar?  For  those  who  answer 
“yes,”  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  says  file 
anyway. 

People  who  get  behind  in  their  taxes  often  con¬ 
tinue  to  put  off  filing,  but  the  IRS  says  that  is  the 
worst  move  a  person  could  make.  Although  there 
are  penalties  and  interest  for  paying  late,  there 
are  much  larger  penalties  for  failing  to  file  in  the 
first  place. 

With  each  return  not  filed,  the  debt  piles  up.  By 
the  time  IRS  comes  looking  for  the  taxpayer,  the 
amount  owed  may  be  overwhelming.  Also,  people 
who  never  file  a  return  and  owe  Social  Security 
tax  won’t  have  a  complete  work  history,  so  they 
may  not  be  able  to  collect  Social  Security  benefits 
when  they  retire. 

Whenever  possible,  and  to  avoid  additional 
penalty  and  interest  charges,  the  IRS  expects  peo¬ 
ple  to  pay  their  tax  liability  in  full.  Those  who  can¬ 
not  afford  to  pay  what  they  owe  should  contact 
the  IRS  to  discuss  payment  options  such  as  in¬ 
stallment  payments  and  offers  to  settle  their  tax 
account  for  less  than  the  amount  owed.  However, 
the  offer  must  be  in  the  bes  interest  of  both  the 
person  and  the  government. 

The  bottom  line  is  that  it’s  always  better  to  file 
and,  if  necessary,  make  arrangements  to  pay 
rather  than  waiting  for  IRS  to  enforce  the  tax  laws. 
Consequences  for  not  filing  returns  or  answering 
IRS  letters  can  range  up  to  an  IRS  lien  against  pro¬ 
perty  or,  in  worst  cases,  criminal  charges. 

When  people  deal  with  the  IRS,  they  should 
know  their  rights  as  taxpayers.  They  should  also 
find  out  more  about  the  collection  process,  how  it 
affects  them,  and  where  to  go  for  help  if  a  problem 
can’t  get  resolved. 

Details  on  these  topics  are  covered  in  Publica¬ 
tion  1,  Your  Rights  As  a  Taxpayer  (Publication  ISP, 
Derechosdel  Contribuyente,  in  Spanish),  and  Publica¬ 
tion  594,  Understanding  the  Collection  Process 
(Publication  594SP,  Comprediendo  el  Proceso  de 
Cobro).  Call  1-800-829-3676  for  free  copies. 


Check  our  classified  pages  every  week!!! 
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Rep.  Keenan  Outlines 
Credit  Reform  Law 

In  an  effort  to  keep  the  public  informed  regar¬ 
ding  the  Credit  Reporting  Reform  Law,  State 
Representative  Daniel  F.  Keenan  has  outlined  the 
major  provisions  of  the  bill  that  was  signed  into 
law  in  September  and  took  effect  on  January  31, 
1996. 

•  Free  Credit  Report:  Credit  bureaus  which  col¬ 
lect  data  on  a  national  basis  must  provide  a  con¬ 
sumer  upon  request  with  one  free  credit  report  an¬ 
nually.  An  informed  consumer  can  help  ensure  ac¬ 
curate  credit  reports  by  spotting  errors  before  ap¬ 
plying  for  credit,  housing,  or  a  job. 

•  Consumer  Privacy  Protection:  Consumers  can 
remove  their  names  from  marketing  lists. 

•  Toll-Free  Number:  Credit  reporting  agencies 
must  establish  a  toll-free  number  for  consumers 
to  inquire  about  information  appearing  on  their 

re  •increased  Accountability:  Providers  of  credit 
information  are  held  accountable  for  its  accuracy. 
For  the  first  time,  information  providers  are 
responsible  for  having  a  reasonable  system  in 
place  to  ensure  that  the  data  they  report  is  ac¬ 
curate  and  complete. 

•  Errors  Eliminated  Quickly:  Credit  bureaus  and 
creditors  must  investigate  and  correct  erroneous 
information  within  30  business  days  of  receiving  a 
consumer  complaint. 

•  Easy-to-Read  Credit  Reports:  Credit  bureaus 
must  provide,  In  writing,  a  clear  and  easy-to- 
understand  explanation  of  all  information  con¬ 
tained  in  a  credit  report. 

•  Consumer  Notification:  Credit  bureaus  and 
creditors  are  required  to  send  a  specific  notice  of 
consumers’  rights  under  the  new  lew  each  time 
the  consumer  contacts  the  agency  or  is  denied 
credit. 

For  a  list  of  the  three  major  credit  bureaus  and 
their  addresses  and  telephone  numbers,  people 
may  call  Rep.  Keenan’s  district  office  at  (413) 
786-4545. 

NO  ONE  covers  ali 
the  local  news  like 
us,  each  week!!! 
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835  Suffield  St.,  Agawam 

786-7941 

Celebrating  Our 
12tfe  Anniversary 

DaiOy  Lunch  Special... 

Buy  2  Grinders  Or  2 
Sandwiches,  Receive  1  FREE 


Agawam 

Lions  Club  <^l|r  l 
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|  Corned  Beef  and  J 

I  Cabbage  Supper  I 

S  all  proceeds  to  benefit  eye  research  and  other 

Lions  supported  charities  J 

|» 


Corned  Beef  and 
Cabbage  Supper 


|  Wednesday,  March  20th  $ 

%  5  pm  to  7  pm  % 

|  Agawam  Middle  School  | 
*  Main  Street,  Agawam  S 

|  Adults  $6.50  -  Children  $3.50 
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Charles  P.  Gaudino 

Charles  P.  Gaudino  of  Agawam,  a  retired 
20-year  letter  carrier  at  the  Postal  Service, 
Agawam  branch,  died  in  Springfield’s  Mercy 
Hospital.  He  retired  in  1984. 

Previously,  he  was  manager  of  Loew’s  Poli 
Theater  in  Springfield  and  in  Connecticut.  Born 
and  educated  In  Bethany,  Connecticut,  he  moved 
here  In  1954. 

He  was  Marine  Corps  veteran  of  World  War  II 
and  saw  action  at  Guadalcanal,  Cape  Glouster, 
Rooke  Island  and  Peleliu,  Paulau  Islands,  where 
he  was  wounded  in  action.  He  received  a  Purple 
Heart  and  a  Letter  of  Commendation  for  bravery 
against  enemy  forces. 

He  was  a  communicant  of  St.  John  the 
Evangelist  Church.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Agawam  Town  Committee  and  Convention 
Bureau  and  a  former  member  of  the  Agawam 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Agawam  Democratic 
Club. 

He  leaves  his  wife,  the  former  jacqueline 
Stabile;  three  sons,  Charles  Jr.  of  Springfield, 
John  of  Agawam,  and  Michael  of  Manchester, 
Connecticut;  a  brother,  Samuel  of  North  Lauder¬ 
dale,  Florida;  a  sister,  Julia  Ferreauoli  of  Hamden, 
Connecticut;  and  three  grandchildren. 

The  funeral  was  at  Colonial  Funeral  Home  and 
in  the  church,  with  burial  in  Agawam  Center 
Cemetery. 


Dr.  Joseph  Stlrlacci 

Dr.  Joseph  R.  “Dr.  Joe”  Stirlacci,  72,  of  264 
Sumner  Avenue,  Springfield,  a  40-year  pediatri¬ 
cian,  died  at  home. 

He  served  thousands  of  local  children  through 
his  practice,  Sumner  Pediatrics,  Inc. 

He  also  worked  at  Providence  Hospital  in 
Holyoke,  Springfield’s  Mercy  Hospital  and 
Baystate  Medical  Center,  and  Brightside 
Children’s  Center  in  West  Springfield. 

He  was  a  staff  doctor  at  Trinity  Nursery  School. 

A  lifelong  Springfield  resident,  he  graduated 
from  the  former  Classical  High  School  in  1941, 
and  Trinity  College  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  in 
1947.  He  received  his  medical  degree  from 
Georgetown  University  in  Washington,  D.C. 

A  first  lieutenant  and  executive  officer  in  the 
Navy  during  World  War  II,  he  was  awarded  the 
American  Theater  Ribbon,  the  Asiatic  Pacific  Rib- 

If  you  wish  to  be  a 
NEW  SUBSCRIBER, 
call  us  at  786-7747  or 
786-8137. 


•  Two  Winners  Take  All 
Over  $3,500  In  Prize  $$$ 

Friday 

Bingo 

Immaculate 
Conception  Church 

475  Main  Street,  West  Springfield 


Doors  Open  At  5:30  P.M. 
W.T.A.  7:00  P.M. 

For  Information,  Call  733-8747 
Or  Check  At  J  &  T’s 

Additional  Parking- 

Rear  Of  The  Rectory 
_  - 


Agawam  Obituaries 


bon  with  two  stars,  the  Victory  Ribbon,  and  a  star 
for  the  Philippine  Liberation. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  the  Academy  of  Pediatrics,  and  the 
Irish  Medical  Society.  He  belonged  to  UNICO  and 
was  its  Man  of  the  Year  in  1990. 

He  was  diplomat  to  the  American  Board  of 
Pediatrics,  a  board  member  of  the  YMCA,  and  a 
volunteer  for  the  March  of  Dimes. 

He  leaves  his  wife,  the  former  Grace  Clampi; 
three  daughters,  JoAnn  Trauschke  and  Mary  Ellen 
Gallagher  of  Feeding  Hills,  and  Donna  Stlrlacci  of 
Springfield;  two  brothers,  Frank  of  Springfield  and 
Ronald  of  North  Miami,  Florida;  four  sisters, 
Patricia  Clark  of  Springfield,  Roseanne  Stlrlacci 
of  Feeding  Hills,  Geraldine  Stlrlacci  and  Gloria 
Heywood  of  Agawam;  and  five  grandchildren. 

The  funeral  was  at  Forastiere-Smlth  Funeral 
Home  in  East  Longmeadow  and  at  Our  Lady  of 
Mount  Carmel  Church,  with  burial  in  St.  Michael’s 
Cemetery. 

Memorial  contributions  may  be  made  to 
Baystate  Medical  Center  Children’s  Pediatric 
Unit,  Chestnut  Street,  Springfield,  or  to  Pioneer 
Valley  Girl  Scout  Camping  Fund,  40  Harkness 
Ave.,  East  Longmeadow,  01028. 


Nellie  Buravich 

Nellie  (Schultz)  Buravich,  90,  of  Agawam,  died 
in  a  local  nursing  home. 

She  was  born  in  Boston  and  had  lived  here  for 
the  past  32  years. 

Her  husband,  Joseph  Buravich,  died  in  1971. 

She  leaves  two  daughters,  Helene  Malonowski 
of  Trenton,  Michigan,  and  Joanne  Kwiat  of 
Agawam;  two  brothers,  Joseph  Schultz  of  Ham- 
tramck,  Michigan,  and  Henry  Schultz  of  Largo, 
Florida;  two  sisters,  Mary  Doros  of  North 
Brookfield  and  Bertha  Pockoski  of  Danielson, 
Connecticut;  five  grandchildren,  and  four  great¬ 
grandchildren. 

A  private  funeral  service  was  scheduled  for  this 
week,  with  burial  in  Agawam  Center  Cemetery. 
Colonial  Funeral  Home  in  Agawam  was  in  charge 
of  the  arrangements. 


Katherine  Kalloch 

Katherine  M.  (Day)  Kalloch,  87,  of  54  Oakland 
Street,  Wllbraham,  a  retired  Agawam  High  School 
Latin  teacher,  died  at  South  Shore  Hospital  In 
Weymouth.  She  taught  for  25  years,  Including  11 
years  at  Agawam  High  School. 

She  also  taught  at  the  Smith  Academy  In  Hat¬ 
field,  and  in  Florida.  Born  In  Northampton,  she 
was  a  graduate  of  Marymount  College  in  Tar- 
rytown,  New  York.  She  spent  25  years  in  West  Spr¬ 
ingfield,  and  25  years  in  Jensen  Beach,  Florida, 
before  moving  to  Wllbraham. 

She  worshipped  at  St.  Martin  De  Porre’s  Church 
in  Jensen  Beach,  and  belonged  to  social  and 
charitable  groups  there.  She  was  the  widow  of 
John  R.  Kalloch. 

She  leaves  two  sons,  Henry  J.  of  East 
Longmeadow  and  James  A.  of  South  Hamilton; 
two  daughters,  Katherine  Stinson  of  Hlngham  and 
Rosemary  Kalloch  of  Wllbraham;  12  grand¬ 
children,  and  five  great-grandchildren.  Another 
daughter,  Mary  Pernice,  died  on  January  16th. 

The  funeral  was  at  Forastiere-Smlth  Funeral 
Home  and  St.  Michael’s  Church,  both  in  East 
Longmeadow,  with  burial  at  St.  Mary’s  Cemetery 
in  Northampton. 

Memorial  contributions  may  be  made  to  the 
American  Cancer  Society,  383  Dwight  St., 
Holyoke,  01040. 

Jane  L.  Wojnarowicz 

Jane  (Lesik)  Wojnarowicz,  74,  of  Agawam,  an 
employee  of  the  former  Buxton  Leather  Co.  for  25 
years,  died  in  Westfield’s  Noble  Hospital. 

She  retired  In  1985.  Born  In  Chicopee,  she  lived 
in  West  Springfield  before  moving  here  48  years 
ago.  She  was  a  communicant  of  St.  John  the 
Evangelist  Church,  and  a  member  of  the  Buxton 
25-Year  Club. 

She  leaves  her  husband,  Stanley  Wojnarowicz; 
a  son,  James  S.  of  Belchertown;  a  daughter,  An¬ 
toinette  Marmo  of  Feeding  Hills;  two  brothers, 
John  of  Agawam,  and  Stanley  of  St.  Augustine, 
Florida;  a  sister,  Mary  Moore  of  Lake  Mary. 
Florida;  and  two  grandchildren. 

The  funeral  was  at  Toomey-O’Brien  Funeral 
Home  and  the  church,  with  burial  at  St. 
Stanislaus’s  Cemetery  in  Chicopee. 

Memorial  contributions  may  be  made  to  the  In¬ 
tensive  Care  Unit,  Noble  Hospital,  West  Silver  St., 
Westfield,  01085. 


Check  our  classified  ads  each  week! 


Drs.  Joseph  M.  &  Katherine  S.  SchSaffer 


SchSaffer  Chiropractic 


•Complete  Family  Chiropractic  Care 

•X-Ray  Facility  With  Low  Exposure 
Rare  Earth  System 

•  Emergencies  Accepted 


•Worker’s  Compensation,  Auto  Accident, 

City  of  Springfield  and  Western  Mass. 

Preferred  Plus,  Health  New  England, 
Consolidated  Health  Plan,  Connecticut 
And  Massachusetts  Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield, 
And  Other  Insurances  Accepted. 

•  Evenings  And  Saturday  Appointments  Available 


192  Shoemaker  Lane 
Agawam 

For  An  Appointment — Call  789-1369  Or  789-1073 

Sewing  The  Agawam  Area  For  15  Years 
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Roberta  Brundrett  Seeking  Election 
To  Republican  State  Committee 


Republican  Party  activist  Roberta  Brundrett  of 
1141  Elm  Street,  West  Springfield,  will  be  a  can¬ 
didate  for  Republican  State  Committee  Woman 
from  the  Hampden  Senatorial  District. 

Brundrett  is  an  attorney  and  has  been  active  in 
Republican  Party  politics  since  1970.  She  has 
been  heavily  involved  in  the  campaigns  of  Gov. 
William  Weld  and  Lt.  Gov.  Paul  Cellucci  and  State 
Sen.  Brian  Lees. 

The  Presidential  Preference  Primary  is  Tues¬ 
day,  March  5th,  and  the  election  for  Republican 
State  Committee  will  be  on  the  ballot  in  the 
Hampden  District,  which  includes  West  Spr¬ 
ingfield,  Agawam,  Chicopee  wards  2, 4,  and  5,  and 
Springfield  wards  1,  4,  5,  and  6. 

Brundrett  said,  “My  relationship  with  Gov.  Weld 


and  Lt.  Gov.  Cellucci  and  many  other  Republicans 
statewide  has  given  me  the  access  and  organiza¬ 
tional  ability  I  believe  is  necessary  to  make  an  im¬ 
pact  on  the  Republican  Party  and  to  help  it  grow 
in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.’’ 

Brundrett  is  a  1976  graduate  of  Boston  Universi¬ 
ty  School  of  Law  and  holds  an  A.B.,  magna  cum 
laude,  from  Wheaton  College,  Norton,  MA. 

She  is  a  past  Chairman  of  the  Ward  5  (Spr¬ 
ingfield)  Republican  Committee,  served  as 
Western  Massachusetts  Coordinator  for  former 
U.S.  Sen.  Edward  Brooke,  and  has  been  a  nine¬ 
time  delegate  to  the  Republican  State  Conven¬ 
tion. 

She  is  also  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Republican  Club  of  Massachusetts. 


The  Agawam  Advertiser9  News 

Valentine’s  Sign  On  Power  Plant  Gets  Plenty  Of  Attention 


RIVER  ROAD  RESIDENT  DONNA  JAGO  put  a  sign  on  her  boathouse  several  weeks  ago  to  underscore 
her  opposition  to  the  Berkshire  Power  plant  and  to  Mayor  Christopher  C.  Johnson’s  support  of  it.  When 
the  building  inspector  told  her  to  take  the  sign  down  because  it  did  not  conform  to  local  sign  laws,  a  flap 
in  the  media  ensued  and  climaxed  when  Mayor  Johnson  and  Berkshire  Power  employee  Joann 
McGeoghan  stopped  by  at  Ms.  Jago’s  home  to  give  her  a  Valentine  greeting  on  Valentine’s  Day.  Advertiser 

News  photos  by  Jack  Devine. 


For  the  best  in  local  goods  and  services , 
be  sure  to  check  our  classifieds!!! 


ROBERTA  BRUNDRETT 


ADVERTISER  NEWS 


For  all  the 
local  news, 
you  turn  our 
pages  each 
and  every 
week... 


Re-Grand  Opening 

The  House  of  Cheesecakes 


Breakfast  and  Lunch  Stop 

351  Main  Street,  Agawam 

789-8917 

Now  Offering  Breakfast  and  Lunch 

DAILY  LUNCH  SPECIALS 

Greek  Gyros  Sandwiches 
New  York  Style  Deli  Sandwiches 

GRAND  OPENING  SPECIAL 


Buy  Any  Breakfast , 
Get  Second  Half  Price 


Buy  Any  Lunch  Item , 
Get  Second  Half  Price 


Open  Seven  Days 
Mon.-Thurs.:  5:00  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 
Fri.-Sat.:  5:00  a.m.-6:00  p.m. 
Sunday:  6:00  a.m.-1:00  p.m. 


P.S.  We  Still  Have  The 
Best  Cheesecake  In  Town! 

WE  DELIVER ,  TOO! 


BREAKFAST 


LUNCH 


— |  —  —  LUHt» 

** CLASSICS  ★★ 


Restaurant  &  Take-Out 


A  Smoke-Free  Restaurant 

The  Mac  Williams  Family  Invites  You  To  Come  And  Try  Our: 

Hand-Carved  Ham  *  Belgian  Waffles  With  Choice  Of 
Toppings  *  Freshly  Ground  Coffee  *  Homemade  Desserts 


Breakfast  Special  $3.95 

2  Eggs,  Toast,  Freshly  Ground  Coffee.  Spiced  Home 
Fries,  And  Choice  Of  Hand-Carved  Ham,  Bacon. 
Sausage,  Canadian  Bacon.  Kielbasa.  Or  Hash 


740  Springfield  Street 
Feeding  Hills 

789-2203 

Open:  Monday— Saturday,  6:30  AM  -  2:00  PM 

Sunday  (Breakfast  Only),  7:00  AM  -  1:00  PM 
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Families 


“Membership  Party” 
Was  A  Great  Success 
For  Jr.  Women’s  Club 

On  February  13th,  the  Agawam  Junior  Women’s 
Club  held  a  “Membership  Party”  for  prospective 
new  members.  Several  in-town  women  attended 
to  find  out  more  about  the  history  of  the  club.  Our 
reputation  to  fulfill  our  club’s  objective— "mutual 
helpfulness,  the  advancement  of  public  welfare, 
and  the  promotion  of  the  civic  and  cultural  in¬ 
terests  of  the  women  of  our  Town”— is  well- 
known  throughout  the  community. 

At  the  party,  we  discussed  the  many  activities 
we  sponsor  such  as  Craft  Night,  StageWest 
Ushering,  Father’s  Day  Coloring  Contest,  and 
Middle  School  Essay  Contest  (to  name  only  a 
few).  They  were  informed  of  our  many  projects 
that  support  children  and  families  in  our 
neighborhood,  such  as  Breakfast  with  Santa,  Arts 
&  Crafts  Fair  (Fundraiser  for  Scholarships),  and 
most  importantly,  our  Holiday  Basket  and  Gift 
Project  for  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  for  those 
less  fortunate  than  ourselves. 

Our  club  takes  great  pride  in  its  monthly  pro¬ 
grams  which  are  designed  to  enrich  the  lives  of 
the  women  in  our  community.  Lectures  are 
presented  on  health,  social,  and  financial  issues 
that  affect  our  everyday  lives.  Often,  we  will  hold  a 
social  meeting  just  to  get  to  know  each  other  bet¬ 
ter. 

If  you  wish  to  join  us,  we  meet  on  the  third  Tues¬ 
day  of  every  month  at  the  Captain  Charles 
Leonard  House  at  7:30  p.m.  You  are  always 
welcome! 

The  Agawam  Junior  Women’s  Club  is  a  member 
of  the  General  Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs  and 
the  General  Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs  of 
Massachusetts. 


ATTENDING  THE  MEMBERSHIP  PARTY  on  February  13th  for  the  Agawam  Junior 
Women’s  Club  included,  from  left  -  Ann  Woodard,  Wilma  Gillan,  Gayle  Lombardini, 
Theresa  Conklin,  Laura  Sullivan,  and  Stephanie  Bertagnolli.  Advertiser  News  photo  by  Jack  Devine. 


“Talent  Auction”  To  Be  Featured  At 
Feb.  26th  Meeting  Of  Jr.  Women’s  Club 


best  local  news 


The  February  meeting  of  the  Agawam  Women’s 
Club  will  be  held  on  Monday,  February  26th  at  7:30 
p.m.  at  the  Captain  Charles  Leonard  House  on 
Main  Street. 

After  the  business  meeting,  a  Talent  Auction 


will  be  held.  If  time  permits,  a  few  games  of  Bingo 
will  be  played. 

The  Banquet  Committee  will  also  be  accepting 
reservations  for  the  annual  meeting  to  be  held  at 
The  Hofbrauhaus  in  West  Springfield. 


The  Mortgage  Pros 

Left  to  right:  Bob  Michel, 

Glenn  McCarthy  and  Rosemary  Morin 
Combined  Experience:  53  years 


Our  Mortgage  Pros 
Offer  Loan  Plans 

That  is9® 
Pointless. 


You  won’t  find  points  added  to  mortgage  plans  we 
write.  Just  low  rates...  no  points.  Over  the  past  year, 
our  mortgage  rates  have  always  been  among  the  lowest 
of  50  banks  reported  weekly  in  the  Sunday  Republican. 
Often  we’ve  been  the  lowest.  And  no  points. 

If  down  payment  is  a  problem,  we  have  a  plan  for 
that,  too. 

For  details  about  our  Pointless  Mortgages,  use  our 
direct  line  to  reach  one  of  our  Mortgage  Pros  at  784-0541. 


HAMPDEN 

S&VIMBS  BANK 

Pruwina  What  1 4  Mutual  Rank  Gan 

Main  Office:  19  Harrison  Avenue,  Springfield 
Other  Offices:  Allen  Street,  Springfield  ❖  West  Springfield  ❖  Longmeadow 


An  Equal  Opportunity  Lender 


All  Deposits  Insured  In  Full 


Member  FDIC/D1F 


WENDY  PUDLO  &  DANIEL  DUNAISKY 
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Student  &  Teacher  From  Agawam  High  School 
Become  Members  Of  Agawam  Chamber  Board 


At  its  January  Board  meeting,  the  Directors  of 
the  Agawam  Chamber  of  Commerce  welcomed 
their  newest  members.  Bruce  Cortis,  a  senior  at 
Agawam  High  School,  and  Tammy  Watson,  the 
music  coordinator  for  the  Agawam  Public 
Schools  and  band  director  at  AHS  (as  well  as  the 
co-owner  of  Topper’s  Ice  Cream),  have  been  in¬ 
vited  to  join  as  non-voting  members. 

The  decision  to  add  a  student  and  teacher 
representative  to  the  Board  is  one  more  way  the 
Chamber  feels  it  can  support  the  goals  of  educa¬ 
tion.  A  top-quality  school  system  is  important  to 
the  community  because  it  is  one  of  the  factors 
new  residents  take  into  account  when  they  are 
evaluating  where  to  relocate.  More  importantly,  a 
good  school  system  means  that  our  own  Agawam 
students  are  likely  to  become  tomorrow’s  com¬ 
munity  and  business  leaders. 

Having  a  student  and  a  teacher  as  board 
members  will  offer  significant  benefits  to  both  the 
Chamber  and  Agawam  High  School  by  providing 
opportunities  to  strengthen  the  existing 
School/Business  Partnership  and  by  offering 
leadership  opportunities  for  young  adults  an  uni¬ 
que  professional  development  opportunities  for 
teachers. 

Businesses  throughout  town  can  show  further 
support  of  our  schools  by  considering  donations 
of  items  needed  to  keep  abreast  of  technological 
and  other  changes.  Among  the  specific  items  on 
the  schools’  wish  lists  are  the  following: 

Refrigerators  (two);  TV’s  and  VCR’s;  copier;  pot¬ 
tery  kiln;  up-to-date  business  calculators;  Tl  85 
graphing  calculators;  Tl  85  overhead  calculators; 
building  materials;  picnic  tables  (four);  electric  fry 


pans  (two)  with  cake  pans  (six)  that  fit;  Micropipet¬ 
tes  (.5  ul  10  ul  capacity);  centrifuge  (1,000  g);  Gel 
Electrophoresis  units  with  150  volt  power  supply; 
7  Map  World  &  US  combination  map;  ancient 
world  history  map  set;  Scan  Tron  machine; 
laminator  paper;  3D  puzzles  of  literary  or 
historical  places;  and  a  donation  to  the  math  club 
for  senior  awards  night. 

*  COMPUTERS  AND  RELATED  ITEMS: 

Computer  workstations  for  the  Business 
Department;  any  IBM  or  IBM-compatible  Pentium 
computers;  IBM  or  compatible  Pantium  computer 
for  teachers’  workroom  with  100-plus  Mhz  Pro¬ 
cessor,  16  MB  RAM,  mouse,  CD-ROM  Quad  Speed 
with  Sound  System,  modem,  and  Internet 
capabilities;  Windows,  Microsoft  Office,  Fax,  and 
Desktop  Publishing  software;  Laser  Printer  and 
Scanner;  Apple  Macintosh  Performa  Computer 
6116CD;  additional  memory  chips  for  computer 
hard  drives;  new  switch  for  hard  drive;  repairs  for 
existing  Laser  Jet  III  printer;  replacement 
monitors;  battery  backup  for  File  Server;  replace¬ 
ment  File  Server;  computer  covers;  computer 
tables  and  chairs;  and  power  strips. 

Other  areas  where  businesses  might  help  in¬ 
clude  contributions  to  the  Renaissance  Program 
that  provides  incentives  and  rewards  to 
academically-oriented  students  who  develop  a 
solid  work  ethic,  and  the  Agawam  High  Library 
Foundation,  which  would  welcome  donations  to 
supplement  its  budget  for  new  books,  reference 
materials,  and  works  of  fiction. 

Businesses  interested  in  considering  contribu¬ 
tions  should  contact  Rita  Ducharme  as  Chamber 
coordinator  of  the  effort  at  786-0393. 


VARILUX 


Wpnrlv  Purlin  Tr»  WpH  Agawam  Junior  Women’s  Club  Planning  Fun-Filled 
wesioy  ruaio  10  wea  Country  Western  Night  At  Turnverein  Feb  24th 

Yj<TQ  M 1A  H  ■'■1  nin  lr*T  *  I  .  .....  I  _  .  .. .  _  .... 


Daniel  Dunaisky 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ronald  Pudlo  are  very  proud  to  an¬ 
nounce  the  engagement  of  their  daughter,  Wendy 
Teressa  Pudlo,  to  Daniel  Joshua  Dunaisky,  son  of 
Shirley  Gordon  of  Agawam. 

The  wedding  is  planned  for  September  28, 1996 
at  the  Mount  Holyoke  College  Chapel. 

The  future  bride  is  a  graduate  of  Agawam  High 
School,  Mount  Holyoke  College,  and  is  also  atten¬ 
ding  AIC  graduate  school.  Wendy  is  currently  a 
counselor  at  the  Hampden  County  Correctional 
Center. 

The  prospective  bridegroom  is  attending 
Holyoke  Community  College  and  is  employed  by 
Town  Fair  Tire  Corporation. 


The  Agawam  Junior  Women’s  Club  invites  you 
to  a  fun-filled  evening  of  Country  Western  dancing 
featuring  the  “Broken  Spoke”  band.  Free  line  dan¬ 
cing  instruction  will  be  offered  from  8:00  p.m.  to 
9:00  p.m.  prior  to  the  dance. 

The  event  takes  place  on  Saturday,  February 
24th,  at  the  Springfield  Turnverein  from  8:00  p.m. 
until  1:00  a.m.  The  Turnverein  is  located  at  176 
Garden  Street  in  Agawam. 


There  will  be  plenty  of  refreshments.  Chili, 
nachos,  and  drinks  will  be  on  sale.  This  is  one 
event  you  don’t  want  to  miss!  Tickets  are  ob¬ 
tainable  through  Donna  Shibley.  Call  786-3888. 

The  Agawam  Junior  Women’s  Club  is  a  member 
of  the  General  Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs  and 
the  General  Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs  of 
Massachusetts. 


Best 

local 

news 


ONK  SOURCE:  FOR  ALL  YOUR  INSURANCE  NEEDS 


Ofe...health... 

home...car... 

business. 


Call  us  today  for  the  quality  protection  and 
professional  service  you  deserve. 


No  stretch. 

No  squint. 
No  bifocals. 


If  you've  been  putting  off  that  eye 
check-up  because  you're  afraid  you're 
in  for  bifocals,  do  this:  Come  in  today 
and  ask  us  about  Varilux*  "lineless" 
eyeglass  lenses.  Varilux  are  better 
than  bifocals  at  all  distances— for 
reading,  for  in-between,  and  far 
away.  So  come  in  soon.  We'll  give 
you  a  free  Varilux  demonstration 
that'll  really  open  your  eyes 


ND  BIFOCALS 

Agawam  Opticians 

338  WALNUT  STREET  EXT. 
AGAWAM 


786-0719 


Norman  Townsend 


Townsend  Insurance  Agency 


786-1720 


|t  j  NATIONWIDE 
1  J  INSURANCE 

Nationwide  is  on  your  side 

Nationwroe1  is  a  legisterec  leoerai  service  mam  ol  Nationwide  Mutual  insurance  Company 


Since  1972 
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NANCY  RAINBOW’  SHAER  AND  LISE  J. 
LEMIEUX  will  present  a  gardening  program  at 
the  Feeding  Hills  Grange  on  Wednesday, 
February  28th. 

F.  Hills  Grange 
To  Host  Program 
On  Gardening 

GET  READY  TO  GARDEN!  keepers  of  the  Earth, 
create  a  heavenly  garden  in  harmony  with  nature. 

Slide  presentation,  exciting,  inspiring,  educa¬ 
tional,  humorous  -  about  New  England  hardy 
perennials,  herbs,  statuary  and  more.  Presented 
by  Nancy  ‘Rainbow’  Shaer,  Master 
Gardener/Master  Herbalist,  Author/lllustrator  of 
“Billy  Frog  Adventures,”  ‘‘N.A.  spirituality” 
cookbook,  “Easy  &  Elegan,”  and  Lise  J.  Lemieux, 
Master  Gardener,  landscape  designer  (owner  of 
White  House  Nursery,  Southwick). 

The  presentation  will  be  held  at  Feeding  Hills 
Grange  Home  Community  Bldg.,  47  Northwest  St., 
Feeding  Hills  on  Wednesday,  February  28th  from 
7:00-9:00  p.m. 

Refreshments  will  be  served.  Registration  is 
suggested  due  to  limited  space.  Send  a  check  for 
$15  to  Rainbow  NS.  and  mail  to  Rainbow  NS,  P.O. 
Box  385,  Feeding  Hills,  MA  (for  information,  call 
786-5912)  or  pay  at  the  door. 

Come  join  us  for  a  fun  evening!  There  will  be 
time  for  questions. 


St.  Anne’s 
Country  Club 

Shoemaker  Lane  -  Feeding  Hills 

Banquet  Facility 
Now  Open 

Exclusively  With 

Anne's  Catering 

of  West  Springfield 

•  Golf  Outings  and  Tournaments 

•  Banquets  and  Public  Outings 

•  Cookouts  and  BBQ’s 

•  Bridal  and  Baby  Showers 

•  Office  Parties 

Our  Picturesque  Banquet  Room 
Overlooking  the  Pioneer  Valley  Holds 
Up  to  200  People 

Wedding  Packages  Available 

Call  736-8388 
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Agawam  /Feeding  Hills 
AARP  To  Meet  On 
Mon.,  February  26th 

The  Agawam/Feeding  Hills  Chapter  4915  of 
AARP  will  hold  its  regular  monthly  meetinq  on 
February  26th  at  1:00  p.m.  at  the  Agawam  Senior 
Center. 

The  guest  speaker  will  be  Dr.  Tami  Nelson, 
chiropractic  physician.  Her  topic  will  be  ‘‘Health 
and  Fitness:  How  to  Overcome  Stress,  Relief  for 
Headaches,  Neck  and  Lower  Back  Pain,  and  Ar¬ 
thritis.” 

You  can  benefit  from  this  lecture  if  you  are  suf¬ 
fering  from  any  of  the  referenced  discomforts.  We 
all  have  some  problems  for  which  chiropractic 
treatment  can  bring  relief. 

All  members  are  invited  to  attend,  even  if  you 
are  not  a  member  of  our  chapter.  Members  are 
urged  to  bring  their  friends.  Refreshments  will  be 
served. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  call  Pauline 
Paquette,  Vice-President,  at  786-1866. 

Development  Screening 
At  Childhood  Center 

Free  Developmental  Screening  will  be  held  for 
children  (newborn— four  years-old)  in  Fine  & 
Gross  Motor  Development,  Lead  Poisoning, 
Speech  &  Language,  and  Growth  &  Development 
at  the  Agawam  Early  Childhood  Center,  108  Perry 
Lane,  Agawam  on  Friday,  March  8,  1996  from  9:00 
a.m.  till  2:00  p.m. 

This  FREE  DEVELOPMENTAL  SCREENING  is 
sponsored  by  the  Agawam  Public  Schools  &  In¬ 
fant  Toddler  Intervention  Program. 

For  an  appointment,  please  call  789-2976  bet¬ 
ween  the  hours  of  9:00  a.m.  and  3:00  p.m. 
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Ag.  Senior  Center’s 
Weekly  Lendl  Menu 

Monday,  February  26th:  Baked 
chicken  breast,  sweet  potatoes, 
peas,  oatmeal  bread,  orange. 

Tuesday,  February  27th:  Beef 
Burgandy,  egg  noodles,  carrot 
coins,  Canadian  oat  bread,  mixed 
fruit. 

Wednesday,  February  28th: 

French  meat  pie,  mashed  potatoes, 
mixed  vegetables,  whole  wheat 
bread,  pumpkin  square. 

Thursday,  February  29th:  Pork 
Stroganoff,  fluffy  white  rice,  tossed 
salad,  pumpernickel  bread,  ap¬ 
plesauce  with  raisins. 

Friday,  March  1st:  Apple  juice, 
baked  macaroni  and  cheese,  stew¬ 
ed  tomatoes,  rye  bread,  and  canned 
peaches. 

(Menu  subject  to  change  without 
notice.) 

All  the  local  news 
with  us,  each  week 


Now  you  can  have  it  all: 

•  New  spring  clothes,  shoes  &  accessories  •  Pre-season  savings! 

Without  traveling  far  from  home! 


Fri.  &  Sat. 
only! 


Doors  open 
at  9  a.m. 


2-Day  Sdte 

25*off. 


ticketed 

prices 


•  All  |r.  sportswear.  Spring  sweaters  &  knit  tops,  related  separates,  denim,  dress  pants,  blouses  and  skirts 

•  All  better  )r.  collections  (except:  Calvin  Klein  &  Guess®)  •  All  misses,  petite  &  |r.  dresses 

•  All  misses  and  petite  sportwsear  (except:  Calvin  Klein)  •  All  |ackets  and  raincoats 

•  Handbags  &  small  leathers  (except:  Liz  Claiborne)  •  All  sunglasses  •  All  watches 

•  Select  Spring  &  Easter  novelty  home  Hems  •  All  reg.  price  sleepwear,  robes,  loungewear  &  bodywear  (except:  Speedo) 
1  Reg.  price  dress  &  casual  shoes  •  All  socks  and  tights 

•  Reg.  price  children's  dresses,  playwear.  sportswear  &  lightweight  |ackets 

•  Warners  buy  2  get  1  free  -  Ball  Classics.  Maldenform,  Vanity  Fair  or  Olga  buy  1  gel  I  at  50%  off 


The  best  names  In  fashion 
are  as  close  as 

CHICOPEE  •  FAIRFIELD  MALL  •  (413)  593-6711 
EASTFIELD  MALL  SHOPPING  CTR.  •  (413)  543-4210 
HADLEY  •  HAMPSHIRE  MALL  •  (413)  585-5524 
L0NGMEAD0W  8H0PS  •  (413)  567-6100 
SPRINGFIELD  PLAZA*  (413)  731-7317 


2RY 

EBB 


Merchandise  available  In  depts.  regularly  found 
In  your  favorite  Cherry  &  Webb  store. 
Reductions  taken  at  the  register. 

Sale  ends  Sal.  Feb.  24. 1996. 
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Activities  Galore  At  Heritage  Hall  Nursing  Home 


•'9/  '  >  C.,  /• 


A  SING-A-LONG  was  recently  held  at  Heritage  Hall  Nursing  Home  with  Jesse  Rivers  and  Libby  Campa 
(photo  left);  in  middle  photo,  volunteer  Bill  Blake-Haskins  helps  Lois  Blake  Haskins  with  some 
decorating;  in  photo  right,  A1  Payne  entertains  residents  on  his  banjo.  Advertiser  News  photos  by  Jack  Devine. 


Fitness  First  To  Again  Host  10th 
Annual  Children’s  Miracle  Tourney 


This  year’s  goal  is  to  raise  $15,000  over  the 
weekend  between  the  tournament,  Aerobathon, 
pledges,  sponsors,  raffle,  and  sale  of  balloons. 
Staff,  members,  and  guests  have  helped  make 
this  a  terrific  success  in  the  past. 

The  club  is  seeking  community  support  in  hav¬ 
ing  businesses,  clubs,  organizations,  or  in¬ 
dividuals  participating  in  some  form  of  the  event. 
Ten-day  memberships  may  also  be  purchased  at 
the  club  for  a  $5  donation. 

If  you  have  an  interest,  please  call  the  club  at 
786-1460.  Your  generosity  will  be  greatly  ap¬ 
preciated. 


Fitness  First  Family  Health  and  Fitness  Center 
in  Feeding  Hills  is  hosting  the  10th  Annual 
Children’s  Miracle  Network  Racquetball  Tourna¬ 
ment  and  Aerobathon  during  the  weekend  of 
March  1st-3rd. 

This  is  the  10th  anniversary  of  the  Children’s 
Miracle  Network  at  Baystate  Medical  Center. 
Fitness  First  has  raised  over  $61,000  for  children 
since  owners  Kurt  and  Paula  Welker  began 
hosting  the  event  six  years  ago.  The  money  raised 
in  this  area  helps  pay  for  the  needed  equipment, 
supplies,  or  program  support  that  is  not  available 
through  the  hospital’s  budgetary  process. 


Check  our  classified  pages  every  week  -  AANH! 

All  the 
local 
news 
with  us, 
each 
week 


£  Paid  Political  Ad  Paid  Political  Ad 

;  Important  Message  To  All 

t  Republican  Primary 

i  Voters  In  Agawam 

* 

*  On  Tuesday,  March  5th,  the  Presidential  Primary  Day, 

*  you  have  an  important  decision  to  make.  We  urge  you  to 

*  vote  for  ROBERTA  BRUNDRETT  for  Republican  State 

*  Committee  Woman  for  the  Hampden  Senatorial  District. 
{  We  know  Roberta’s  ability,  intelligence,  and  integrity.  We 
i  know  she  will  do  the  job  and  will  do  the  necessary 
X  organizational  work  to  help  the  Republican  Party  grow  in 
J  Agawam  and  in  this  region. 


HERITAGE  HALL  NURSING  HOME  resi¬ 
dent  Margaret  Horrigan  enjoys  this  unique 
style  of  bowling  from  her  wheelchair.  Advertiser 

News  photo  by  Jack  Devine. 


The  Cutting  Edge  i 
Hair  &  Nail  Salon  1 


The  staff  at  The  Cutting  Edge  welcomes 
Kim  Bartorillo.  formerly  of  Unlimited  Lengths 
in  Agawam,  and  would  like  to  welcome  her 
clients  to  her  new  location  with  a  February 
Nail  Special. 


Sincerely, 
Hon.  Christopher  Johnson 

Mayor  of  Agawam 

Christian  M.  Quatrone 

Agawam  City  Councilor 
Repulican  Party  Chairman 
Town  of  Agawam 
Roberta  Brundrett 
Attorney 
Business  Owner-Partner: 
Brundrett  and  Moutinho,  Springfield 
Community  Activist 
Republican  Party  Activist 


in  the  Community  Shops 
Feeding  Hills 


Walk-ins  welcome 

789-6369 


il 

iiJB 

ijspfi 

i 

V4  Price  Special 

Manicure/Pedicure 

i 

Bring  a  friend! 

Special! 

1st  full  set  -  full  price 
2nd  set  -  Vz  price 

$25.00 

(Expires  4-1  -§6) 

(Expires  4-1-96) 
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TWIN  BOYS  DANIEL  &  DYLAN  REEL 


Aerobic  Staff  At  Fitness  First  Awarded 
1995 ’s  Miracle  Maker  Award  By  Charity 

The  Aerobic  Staff  at  Fitness  First  has  been  members  to  participate.  We  have  a  fun  and 
awarded  1995’s  Miracle  Maker  Award  for  the  energetic  group.  It’s  great  teamwork  that  could 
Children’s  Miracle  Network  Telethon.  This  Is  the  not  be  possible  without  the  help  from  our 
second  such  award  the  club  has  received.  members.  We  are  very  proud  of  this  award!” 

Fitness  First  owners’  Kurt  and  Paula  Welker  Only  a  few  of  these  awards  are  handed  out  each 
received  the  same  award  in  1993.  Aerobic  Director  year-  Money  raised  goes  to  the  Children’s  Miracle 
Laurie  Lyman  credits  the  work  to  her  staff.  Network  at  Baystate  Medical  Hospital. 

“Each  year,”  she  said,  “our  entire  aerobic  staff  This  year’s  Aerobathon  Is  Saturday,  March  2nd, 
steps  in  to  lend  a  hand  by  partlclpatng  in  the  from  1:00  to  4:00  p.m.  If  you  would  like  to  par- 
Aerobathon,  collecting  pledges,  and  getting  our  ticipate,  please  call  the  club  at  (413)  786-1460. 


For  all  the  hometown  news ,  you  turn  our 
pages  every  week  -  ADVERTISER  NEWS 


The  Reel  Family 
Announces  Birth 
Of  Twin  Sons 

Kimberlee  and  Eric  Reel  of  Feeding  Hills  are 
proud  to  announce  the  birth  of  their  twin  sons, 
Daniel  James  and  Dylan  Andrew,  on  January  17, 
1996. 

Danny  was  born  at  12:19  p.m.  and  weighed  four 
pounds,  three  ounces.  Dylan  was  born  at  12:39 
p.m.  and  weighed  four  pounds,  seven  ounces. 

Welcoming  them  home  was  their  big  brother, 
Dalton. 

The  babies’  grandparents  are  Margaret  and 
James  Potter  of  Westfield.  The  great- 
grandparents  are  Sebastian  and  Doris  Petrucci  of 
Agawam. 


Agawam  Rotary  Club 
Holding  Art  Auction 
To  Help  Kids  Charity 


The  Massachusetts  Society  for  the  Prevention 
of  Cruelty  to  Children  and  the  Agawam  Rotary 
Club  are  sponsoring  a  fundraising  art  exhibit  and 
auction. 


Happy  16th 
Birthday, 
Friend 


Love,  Timmy  &  Caitlin 
Mom  &  Dad 


When  it  comes 
time  to  retire 


WESTBANK’S 
NEW  IRA  CERTIFICATES 

3  YEAR  -$1,000  MINIMUM 

5.65s  1 5.50 


Annual  Percentage  Yield* 


Interest  Kate 


2  YEAR  -  $1,000  MINIMUM 


5.55  1 5.4® 

Annual  Percentage  Yield*  I  Interest  Kate 

1  YEAR  -  $1,000  MINIMUM 

5.50s  1 5.35 


Annual  Percentage  Yield*  I  Interest  Rate 

For  additional  information  on  IRA  Accounts  call 
Stacia  Stepanik,  IRA/Personal  Banking  Administrator,  at 
747-1431.  or  stop  at  any  of  our  eight  convenient  offices. 

Call  747-1400 

WESTBANK 

PARK  WEST  BANK  AND  TRUST  COMPANY 

WEST  SPRINGFIELD.  MASSACHUSETTS  01090-0149 

*  Annual  Percentage  Yield  (Al’Y)  assumes  interest  '•email.*  on  deposit 
for  one  year  at -staled  rate  of  interest.  Minimum  balmier  lo  upe"  11,1,1 
earn  APY’is  stated  i"  ibis  ad.  Interest  compounded  and  credited  to  the 
account  moiilbl . .  APYs  arc  accurate  as  or  1/24/%.  I  his  "Her  may  hr 
withdrawn  at  am  time.  Substantial  penalty  for  early  withdrawal. 
Dcnosi's  arc  l-.D.l'C.  insured  toSIOO.OOO.  Fees  could  reduce  earnings 
1  .  Member  M)IC 

on  vour  account. 
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Spotlight  On  Business 


DINO  CARANDO,  an  owner  of  Carando  Gourmet  Foods  on  Main  Street,  Agawam, 
presented  cartons  of  meat  and  tortellini  to  the  Agawam  Senior  Center  recently.  Pictured  in 
the  Senior  Center  kitchen,  from  left  -  John  Balas,  Dino  Carando,  Mayor  Christopher  C. 
Johnson,  and  Betty  Couture,  director  of  the  center’s  Food  Program.  Advertiser  News  photo  by  jack 

Devine. 


Carando  Foods 

Gives  Gourmet  Items 
To  Ag.  Senior  Center 

by  Peggy  Shoemaker 

Advertlserlflews  Feature  Writer 

Dino  Carando,  an  owner  of  Carando  Gourmet 
Foods  Corp.  of  Agawam  and  Springfield,  is  keenly 
aware  of  the  interaction  of  family,  business,  and 
community.  And  last  week  saw  him  contributing 
pounds  of  frozen  meat  tortellinis  to  the  Agawam 
Senior  Center  as  a  business-community  gesture. 

Especially  at  the  winter  holidays,  Carando 
noted  how  many  organizations  were  giving  gifts 
of  food,  clothing,  and  toys  to  others  and  he 
wanted  to  do  something  for  the  town  on  behalf  of 
himself  and  his  business. 

He  telephoned  a  friend,  Town  Clerk  Richard 
Theroux,  for  input  and  Theroux  called  Betty 
Couture,  director  of  the  Senior  Center  Food  Pro¬ 
gram  to  determine  her  interest  in  an  appropriate 
gift  from  Carando  Foods. 

So  recently,  Carando  presented  cartons  of  meat 
tortellini  to  Mrs.  Couture  for  the  center  and  the 
next  day  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  tortellini  soup 
on  the  menu,  along  with  meatballs  In  sauce, 
chocolate  pudding,  etc.  (and  the  elderly  diners  en¬ 
joying  it).  Present  were  Mayor  Christopher  C. 
Johnson,  whom  Carando  said  he  had  never  met, 
and  Theroux. 

Obviously  pleased  with  the  experience,  Caran¬ 
do  confided  that  he  would  like  to  see  more 
business  people  and  government  reaching  out  to 
one  another  for  a  happier  community. 

“Sometimes  we  get  so  wrapped  up  with  things 
that  we  forget  the  elderly,  medical,  and  education, 
which  should  be  important  to  all  of  us,”  Carando 
said  in  a  recent  interview.  “Business  is  part  of  the 
backbone  and  life  of  the  community,  indispen¬ 
sable  to  the  tax  base,  and  I  would  like  to  see 
residents,  administrators,  and  businesses  more 
attuned  to  one  another,  supportive,  and  welcom¬ 
ing  of  appropriate  new  business  that  would  im¬ 
pact  the  town’s  good  progress. 

Carando  and  his  brother,  Peter  Carando,  Jr.,  are 
present  owners  of  Carando  Gourmet  Foods  Corp. 
They  have  another  brother,  Raymond,  who  Is  not 
in  the  business.  Their  father,  Peter,  Sr.,  founded 
the  business  in  1929  at  500  Worthington  Street, 
Springfield,  making  mortadella  (a  fancy  baloney) 
and  fresh  sausages. 

The  business  grew  and  eventually  moved  to 
Cottage  Street,  Industrial  Park,  Springfield.  After 
25  years,  this  facility  was  sold  to  DeGeorgia  of 
San  Francisco  and  it  is  presently  owned  by 


Farmland,  a  large  farmers’  co-op  out  of  Kansas  Ci¬ 
ty. 

The  Carando  family  was  friends  with  the  Tinti 
family  of  Agawam,  owners  of  the  former  Tinti’s 
Restaurant  and  Tinti’s  Food  Processing  at  175 
Main  Street,  Agawam. 

Thinking  Ahead 

Carando  said  his  father  was  thinking  ahead  to 
the  future  of  his  sons  in  the  1960’s  when  he  pur¬ 
chased  Tinti’s  Food  processing  from  Tim  Nicoli,  a 
son-in-law  of  the  Tinti  family.  Peter  Sr.  had  also 
reopened  a  facility  featuring  Italian  roast  beef  at 
around  the  same  time  at  the  Worthington  St.  ad¬ 
dress.  Later,  he  added  corned  beef  and  pastrami. 

The  Agawam  facility  became  the  frozen  food 
part  of  the  business,  making  and  packaging 
frozen  foods  for  restaurants,  markets,  and  institu¬ 
tions. 

An  addition  more  than  doubled  the  size  of  the 
Main  Street  plant.  Care  was  taken  to  make  it  at¬ 
tractive  to  the  area,  Carando  said,  as  he  praised 
his  neighboring  firms  on  the  Main  Street  that  keep 
their  places  looking  nice. 

The  Carando  Gourmet  Frozen  Foods  products 


include  12  kinds  of  sauces  entrees  ranging  from 
jumbo  stuffed  shrimp  to  ziti;  prosciutto  with  sun- 
dried  tomatoes;  19  bulk  park  items  from  cheese 
stuffed  shells  to  lasagna  pasta  shells;  three 
special  club  packs;  meat  tortellini,  gourmet  meat- 
balls,  and  cheese  torellini;  eight  retail  packs, 
ranging  from  tri-colored  tortellini  to  gourmet 
meatballs. 

Carando  admires  the  aplomb  of  his  late  father 
in  handling  family  and  business  affairs.  He  also 
credits  his  mother,  Angelina,  who  worked  as 
secretary  to  the  president  of  U.S.  Envelope,  but 
was  always  supportive  of  the  family  business 
both  before  and  after  her  husband’s  death. 

Peter  Jr.  is  president  of  the  entire  corporation 
and  manages  the  Springfield  plant,  and  Dino  is 
vice  president  and  manages  the  Agawam  facility. 
Peter  Jr.  has  four  sons.  Two  of  them,  Chris  and 
Michael,  work  in  the  business.  Approximately  30 
employees  work  in  each  of  the  two  plants. 

“Agawam  is  a  beautiful  community,”  Dino 
declared.  “That  is  part  of  why  we  established  the 
Carando  Gourmet  Frozen  Foods  Corp.  here.” 


Richy  B’s 
Breakfast — Deli 

789-9369 

Now  Open 
At  Our 
New  Location 

1409  Suffield  Street 
Twin  Silos  Complex 

®  Same  Great  Food 

•  Same  Great  Service 

•  More  Room  Inside  To  Eat 

•  More  Space  To  Park 

We  Now  Deliver  Lunch — 
Orders  Must  Be  In  By  11:00  A.M. 

Monday— Saturday  5  A.M.  -  2:30  P.M. 

_ Sunday  6:00  A.M.  -  2:00  P.M. 


Church  APOSTLES 

ape  Of  the  A  Foursquare  Gospel  Church 


•  Evangelical  And  Charismatic 

•  Sermons  Based  Upon  Weekly  Scripture  Readings;  What 
The  Passages  Mean  And  How  They  Apply  To  Our  Lives  To¬ 
day 

•  Contemporary  Worship  Music 

•  Children’s  Ministry  Available  During  Services 

•  10:00  A.M.  Sunday  Morning  Worship  Services  At  The  VFW 
Hall,  Located  At  972  Sheldon  Road  (Off  Mountain  Road  -  Rt. 
168)  In  Suffield,  Connecticut 

•  One  Of  The  Fastest  Growing  Protestant  Denominations 

•  For  Further  Information,  Please  Call  Reverend  Peter 
Monahan,  Pastor,  At  (860)  668-4444  Or  (413)  786-8735. 


Sheldon  Rd. 

Mountain 

S 

Rd. 

'  £ 

Rt.  75 


Agawam 


Bridge  St. 


Suffield 
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Spotlight  On  Business  -  continued... 
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Supermarket  Coming  To  Southgate  Plaza 


cv '  ' 


GEISSLER’S  SUPERMARKET  of  Connecticut  will  be  coming  into  the  space  once  occupied 
by  Big  Y  Supermarket  in  the  Southgate  Shopping  Plaza  on  Suffield  Street.  The  store  is 


scheduled  to  open  late  this  summer.  Advertiser  News  photo  by  Jack  Devine. 


BRUCE  GAGE  of  McDonald’s  Restaurant  in 
the  Southgate  Shopping  Plaza  says 
McDonald’s  officials  are  delighted  that 
Geissler’s  Supermarket  will  be  the  new  anchor 
tenant  in  the  plaza  late  this  summer.  Advertiser 

News  photo  by  Jack  Devine. 

“Job  Fair”  To  Be 
Held  At  Riverside  Park 
On  Fri.,  February  23rd 

A  “Job  Fair”  is  scheduled  to  take  place  on  Fri¬ 
day,  February  23rd,  from  10:00  a.m.  to  7:00  p.m.  at 
Riverside  Park’s  Personnel  Training  Center,  1623 
Main  Street  (Rte.  159),  Agawam. 

Over  1,500  positions  will  be  available  at  the  fair, 
and  applicants  must  be  at  least  16  years  of  age. 
Moreover,  applicants  can  earn  up  to  $9.25  per 
hour. 

So,  come  to  the  “Job  Fair”  to  meet  and  talk  to 


Blimpie  In  Feeding  Hills  Center  Joins  With 


Springfield  Falcons  To 

The  holidays  always  bring  with  them  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  doing  things  for  others.  At  Blimpie,  that 
essence  of  community  spirit  was  alive  and  well  as 
the  Feeding  Hills  Blimpie  joined  forces  with  its 
neighbor  store  in  West  Springfield  to  take  part  in 
the  festivities  at  the  Springfield  Falcons  Winter 
Carnival  for  Charity. 

During  December,  when  we  are  all  so  busy  with 
our  holiday  preparations,  both  stores  took  time 
out  from  their  hectic  schedules  to  run  the  cookie 
booth  at  the  carnival. 

While  the  West  Springfield  Blimpie  did  the  early 
preparations  of  baking  the  cookies,  the  Feeding 
Hills  Blimpie  would  supply  the  personnel  to  run 
the  booth  for  the  day.  In  the  carnival  spirit,  there 
was  lots  of  action.  You  could  try  your  luck  and  go 
one-on-one  against  a  Falcon  goalie,  or  perhaps  it 
was  your  baseball  skill  you  put  to  good  use  at  the 
dunk  tank  to  give  your  favorite  Falcon  Hockey 
player  a  very  wet  surprise. 

Falcon  players  were  ready  and  eager  to  sign 


Assist  Charity 

autographs  or  pose  for  a  photo.  When  hunger  hit 
you,  Blimpie  was  there  with  cookies  to  satisfy 
your  appetite. 

The  Springfield  Falcons  Winter  Carnival  is  an 
annual  event  put  on  by  the  players’  wives  and 
girlfriends.  Although  everyone  who  came  had  a 
great  time,  the  real  winners  that  afternoon  were 
the  charities  who  benefltted  from  the  proceeds 
raised  that  day. 

Blimpie  Subs  &  Salads  and  the  Springfield 
Falcons  will  join  forces  again  to  celebrate  the 
‘Wearin  O  The  Green’  to  kick  off  the  St.  Patrick’s 
Day  weekend.  On  Friday,  March  15th,  the  Spr¬ 
ingfield  Falcons  will  take  on  Portland. 

Blimpie  will  be  on  hand  that  evening  to  join  in 
the  fun.  Watch  as  Blimpie  carries  In  enough  six- 
foot  party  subs  to  stretch  across  center  ice.  Plan 
to  enjoy  the  Sub  Buffet  at  center  ice  after  the 
game  that  evening. 

A  donation  of  $1  gets  you  on  the  ice  to  feast  un¬ 
til  the  subs  are  gone.  All  proceeds  go  to  charity. 


Riverside’s  department  representatives.  For  more  - 
information,  call  the  Personnel  Office  at  (413) 
786-9300,  ext.  3329. 

All  the  local  news 
with  us,  each  week 
ADVERTISER  NEWS 
subscribe  today... 
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%  NEW  BINGO!!!!  % 

♦  New  Lower  Prices  ♦ 

B  in  GO;  Friendly  Bingo 

^  hiow  Featuring 

'  W  Hard  Cards  ^ 

][  — 1 — ££ - 1  Free  Coffee  &  Tea  J 

. — ,  Smokers  Welcome 

♦  rn — Handicap  J 

Accessible 

A  Every  Monday  Night  ♦ 

♦  At  7:00  P.M.  V 

Doors  Open  At  5:00  P.M. 

$1  Admission  Only 

t  OUR  LADY  OF  J 

V*THE  LAKE  CHURCH  V 

Sheep  Pasture  Road  ^ 

▼  Southwick  ♦ 


Very  gentle.  Very  affordable. 


Stephen  Jacapraro,  DMD  Getltle  tre 

You  can  get  dental  •  Gentle  injectii 

care  that  won't  break  your  •  Crowns  §i  brii 

budget.  If  you  want  help  •  Nonsurgical  g 

for  loose  fillings,  bleeding  *  State-of-the-ai 

gums,  or  just  a  comfy  •  blue  Cross.  B 

cleaning,  it's  time  for  you  *  Insurance  act 

!  to  call  Dr.  Jacapraro.  *  Payment  plan 

r  _____  •  Discounts  for 

Stephen  Jacapraro,  DMD  .  Evening  &.  sa 

Member:  Agawam  Board  of  Health 
Former  Professor:  StCC 

Former  Clinical  Consultant:  STCC  1379  Main  Street,  Agawam 


Gentle  treatments  and  procedures: 

•  Gentle  injections  keep  you  comfortable 

•  Crowns  &  bridges  molded  for  a  perfect  fit 

•  Nonsurgical  gum  care  is.easy  on  your  nerves 

•  State-of-the-art  sterilization  for  your  protection 

•  Blue  Cross.  Blue  Shield.  Delta  Dental 

•  Insurance  accepted  as  partial  payment 

•  Payment  plans  to  accommodate  your  budget 

•  Discounts  for. senior  citizens  •  Other  discounts  available 
.  Evening  SSat.app.,  CalHoday! 


786-8177 


Hampden  County  Chiropractic 

(Hamp'den  Koun'te  Ki're  prak'tik)n.  [hampden  + 
county,  local]  [chiro<  Gr.  cheir,  the  hand  +  Gr. 
praktikos,  practical]  1 .  Best  place  to  go  for  friendly, 
expert  health  and  wellness  care.  2.  Dr.  Nelson's 
second  home. 


Dr.  Tami  Nelson 
Hampden  County  Chiropractic 
850  Springfield  Street 
Feeding  Hills,  MA  01030 
786-4820 


westbank 
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Spotlight  On  Business  -  continued... 

WestBank  Opens  Another  Branch  At  Edward’s 


Please  remember  our  deadline 
is  every  Tuesday  at  noon. 


Home  Equity  Loan? 
Car  Loan? 

NO  PROBLEM! 

CONTACT  YOUR 
LOCAL  CREDIT  UNION 

More  Than  Competitive  Rates 

Open  To  All  Who  Live 
Or  Work  In  Agawam 

Agawam  Federal 
FV,.  Credit  Union 

Call  Today  For  Further 
Information  Concerning 
Terms  And  Rates 
786-2100 


OVER  i 


T5VERNITE  1 
SERVICE  FOR 
SPECIAL 
^ORDERS  « 


PARTS 

AVAILABLI 


BRAND  NAME  you  need 
TO  REMEMBER  FOR 

U  QUALITY!  ^ 

Available  At 

Carquest  Auto  Parts 

(Next  To  V  &  F  Auto  Service) 

n  443  Springfield  Street 

Agawam  O 

^  786-9914  a  UJ 


Parts  Store  Hours: 
Monday  -  Friday  7:30  A.M.  -  5:00  F 
Saturdays  8:00  A.M.  -  1:00  P.M 


Mon.  -  Tues.  -  Wed.  9-4 
Thurs.  -  Fri.  9-5 


4  Washington  Avenue  Extension,  Agawam 


UUAHANTEE  S£2=r- 

HONORED  AT  MORE  THAN  3000  CARQUEST  AUTO  PARTS  STORES  NATIONWIDE 
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Church  News 


Chicken  Supper  At  Valley  Community  Church 


VALLEY  COMMUNITY  CHURCH  held  one  of  its  regular  chicken  suppers  on  Saturday,  February  10th. 
From  left  -  the  Manley  kids,  Aaron  and  Donnie  enjoy  their  dinner;  next,  working  hard  in  the  kitchen  were 
Henri  Wilett,  Linda  Orr,  and  Dot  Wells;  in  photo  right,  Wanda  Hansen  takes  a  spoonful  of  cranberry 

sauce  before  being  seated.  Advertiser  News  photo  photos  by  Jack  Devine. 


Ag.  &  Feeding  Hills  Congregational  Churches 
To  Co-Sponsor  Six  Special  Lenten  Programs 


News  And  Notes  From 
F.H.  Congregational 

You  are  welcome  to  join  with  us  at  the  Feeding 
Hills  Congregational  Church,  which  is  located  at 
21  N.  Westfield  Street  in  Feeding  Hills. 

Sunday  School  for  children  and  adults  begins 
at  9:00  a.m.  Children  are  then  welcome  to  attend 
morning  worship  with  their  parents  at  10:00  a.m. 

Rev.  Donaldson  will  preach  a  sermon  entitled 
“Overcoming  Weakness.”  Nursery  care  will  be 
provided. 

*  *  * 


The  Agawam  and  Feeding  Hills  Congregational 
Churches  will  co-sponsor  six  special  programs 
during  the  Lenten  season. 

The  series  will  explore  such  relevant  topics  as 
self  and  religious  doubts,  changes  in  relation¬ 
ships,  faith  in  our  modern  world,  inadequacy,  ex¬ 
pectations,  and  loneliness.  People  of  all  ages  are 
invited  to  join  for  discussion,  meditation,  song, 
and  prayer  on  Sunday  evenings  beginning  at  7:15 
p.m. 


The  first  three  meetings  will  be  held  on 
February  25th,  March  3rd,  and  March  10th  at  the 
Feeding  Hills  Congregational  Church,  21  North 
Westfield  Street  (Route  187),  Feeding  Hills.  The 
last  three  meetings  will  be  held  on  March  17th, 
March  24th,  and  March  31st  at  the  Agawam  Con¬ 
gregational  Church,  745  Main  Street,  Agawam. 

For  additional  Information,  contact  the  Feeding 
Hills  Congregational  Church  at  786-5061,  or  the 
Agawam  Congregational  Church  at  786-7111. 


The  Sunday  School  Is  sponsoring  the  T  Bear 
Drive,  a  collection  drive  for  used  stuffed  animals 
in  good  condition.  The  animals  will  be  offered  for 
adoption  to  the  elderly  residents  of  local  nursing 
homes. 

A  stuffed  animal  can  be  of  great  comfort  to  a 
person  who  needs  a  hug.  The  toys  will  be  cleaned, 
combed,  and  supplied  with  new  ribbons,  as  need¬ 
ed,  by  the  young  people  in  Sunday  School. 

Please  bring  your  stuffed  animals  in  need  of 
love  to  the  Feeding  Hills  Congregational  Church 
at  21  N.  Westfield  Street  or  call  the  office  at 
786-5061. 

•  *  * 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  church  (which  was 
reconvened  on  Sunday,  February  11th)  was  again 
adjourned  until  Sunday,  February  25th,  following 
morning  worship. 

The  Christian  Education  Board  will  provide  a 
spaghetti  luncheon  as  a  fundraiser  for  the  Sunday 
School.  In  conjunction  with  the  T  Bear  Drive,  the 
theme  will  be  a  teddy  bear’s  picnic. 

The  meal  will  include  spaghetti,  homemade 
bread,  salad,  beverage,  and  dessert.  A  donation  of 
$2.50  for  adults  and  $1.50  for  children  is  sug¬ 
gested. 

#  #  * 

The  first  of  six  special  Lenten  programs  will 
begin  this  Sunday  evening,  February  25th,  at  7:15 
p  m  at  the  Feeding  Hills  Congregational  Church. 
Programs  will  continue  here  on  the  following  two 
Sundays  as  well. 

Beginning  on  March  17th,  the  programs  will 
take  place  at  the  Agawam  Congregational  Church 
on  Main  Street.  Join  us  for  discussion  and  medita¬ 
tion  on  topics  such  as  self  and  religious  doubts, 
as  well  as  expectations  and  loneliness. 

*  *  * 

On  the  calendar  this  week: 

Sunday,  February  25th:  9:00  a.m.,  Sunday 
School/Adult  Bible  Literacy;  11:30  a.m.,  Christian 
Ed  Spaghetti  Luncheon;  Annual  Meeting 
resumes;  7:15  p.m.,  Lenten  Series  at  FHCC. 

Monday,  February  26th:  5:00  p.m.,  Girl  Scouts. 

Tuesday,  February  27th:  7:00  p.m.,  A. A. 

Wednesday,  February  28th:  2:30  p.m.,  Girl 
Scouts;  7:00  p.m.,  Choir;  7:45  p.m.,  Cub  Scout 
Committee. 

Friday,  March  1st:  7:00  p.m.,  Radio  Club. 


JACK  DEVINE  needs  at  least  48  hours 
notice  to  cover  your  events. 


Child  Care  & 
Education  Options 

The  Agawam  Early  Care 
and  Education  Partnership  for 
Children  Program  will  provide 
subsidized  early  care  &  educa¬ 
tion  program  options  for  3 
and  4  year-old  children. 
Parent(s)  must  be  working 
either  full-time  or  part-time 
and  meet  eligibility  guidelines. 
Income  guidelines  are  based 
on  the  yearly  state  median  in¬ 
come  by  family  size.  Ex¬ 
amples:  family  of  2,  below 
$43,728;  family  of  4,  below 
$53,988. 

Please  call  the  Preschool 
Enrichment  Team  at  736- 
3900  for  information  on 
eligibility  and  participating 
programs.  _ 


“Happy  Birthday” 

Isidro  -  13 

Christy  -  1® 


Twice  the  pleasure, 
twice  the  joy...  ; 

Love, 

Mom  &  Dad 

-  ~  H  Tt  TT  | 
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Melconian  Message 


A  New  Day  For  Hampden  County 


Dear  Friends, 

t'his'^lw^po^VtS^’/ ^H^^^^ri'o^^c^Vifafe^actlcino^eg^slatl'orfufat  Is 

16  AsAssfstan?  advocate  for  the  programs  that  I 

Technology*  MST  S^g^U, 

SSr t  h  e  °  fmp  I  e  m  e  lit  atfon* "of1  Th  e  3s  in  g?e  ^es'^^  for 
manufacturers,  I  will  keep  working  to  create  lobs  for  the  Hampden 
District  The  resources  and  talent  are  there  to  be  cultivated. 

Of  course  crime  prevention,  education,  and  labor  issues  remain  im¬ 
portant  issues  for  our  area.  I  will  fight  to  make  our  streets  sa^®r’ 
our  schools  and  provide  fair  treatment  for  the  men  and  women  in  our 
District  As  Assistant  Majority  Leader,  I  will  join  with  my  fellow  Senators 
^establish  policies  that  benefit  the  Commonwealth,  but  more  impor¬ 
tantly  speak  out  strongly  and  forcefully  for  our  region.  , 

Individual  constituent  problems  are  always  my  number  one Pr|^Ky. 
Feel  free  to  contact  my  office  if  you  think  we  can  help  you.  I  welcome 
your  thoughts  and  concerns. 

With  best  wishes, 


State  Senator,  Hampden  District 


Senator  Linda  Melconian,  seen  here  with  Senate  Presi¬ 
dent  Thomas  F.  Birmingham,  continues  to  lead  the  tight 
for  Western  Massachusetts. 


Job  Creation  And  Economic  Development 


—In  1995,  the  top  legislative  priority  remained  creating  jobs  for  the  Hampden 
District  and  Western  Massachusetts.  The  key  to  achieving  this  goal:  Attract  new 
businesses  and  promote  the  area  as  a  center  for  telecommunications. 

1995  Economic  Laws  Enacted 

*  A  single  sales  tax  structure  for  all  manufacturers  and  defense  con¬ 
tractors  and  a  research  and  development  tax  credit  for  both  defense- 
related  and  commercial  expenditures.  The  change  in  the  tax  structure 
will  create  a  brighter  future  for  the  Commonwealth  by  revitalizing  our 

i  manufacturing  base,  encouraging  business  to  expand  their  operations 
within  Massachusetts  and  creating  up  to  200  jobs  for  our  region. 

*  Designation  of  the  former  Digital  site  as  “The  Massachusetts  Center 
for  Telecommunications  and  Information  Technology”  by  the  1994 
Transportation  Bond  Law.  The  Center,  acquired  by  Springfield  Technical 
Community  College,  will  house  operations  for  telecommunications  com¬ 
panies,  start-up  incubators  for  telecommunications  businesses,  and 
new  cable  T.V.  channels.  The  goal  for  the  Center  is  500-1000  jobs  in  18 
months.  A  major  coup  for  the  Hampden  District,  and  a  real  economic 

boom  for  the  future.  ^  _. 

*  $250,000  for  the  Massachusetts  Ventures  Corporation  in  the  Pioneer 
Valley  in  the  fiscal  year  1996  budget.  This  newly  formed  organization, 
designed  to  attract  businesses  to  the  area,  will  pave  the  way  for  growing 
technology-based  companies  in  the  region.  The  outcome  of  such 
business  development  could  be  the  creation  of  an  additional  500  jobs  for 
Hampden  and  Hampshire  counties. 


The  telecomnmmications  center  at  STCC  will  benefit  the 
entire  region. _ 


Melconian  Spearheads 
UMass  Expansion  Effort 

The  University  of  Massachusetts  will  hold  several  cultural  and  educa¬ 
tional  events  this  year  in  downtown  Springfield.  This  is  a  continuation  of 
the  growing  presence  of  UMass  in  the  Springfield  area.  Furthermore,  a 
joint  study  is  being  conducted  between  UMass  and  the  City  of  Spr¬ 
ingfield  with  a  view  toward  offering  a  program  of  graduate  studies  in  Spr¬ 
ingfield. 

Melconian  is  very  pleased  with  the  expansion.  “It  is  very  exciting  to 
begin  to  see  the  fruits  of  our  many  efforts  in  recent  months  and  the  con¬ 
tinued  expansion  of  the  University  of  Massachusetts  in  the  Springfield 
area.  I  think  the  outreach  will  benefit  the  community  as  well  as  the 
University,  and  I  look  forward  to  the  launching  of  many  mutually 
beneficial  projects  in  the  future.” 
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Meaningful  Welfare/ 

Minimum  Wage  Reform 

the  Welfare  Reform  Act  was  finally  enacted.  The  plan  requires 
all  able-bodied  people  to  work,  perform  community  service  or  participate 
in  an  education  or  training  program.  The  law  also  Implements  strict 
penalties  for  fraudulent  behavior.  A  model  for  the  entire  nation,  the 
Massachusetts  Welfare  Reform  Act  is  designed  to  make  welfare  a  transi¬ 
tional  safety  net  rather  than  a  way  of  life. 

•  Unavailability  of  health  insurance  for  minimum  wage  workers,  and  the 
ineligibility  for  displaced  workers  to  receive  unemployment  insurance 
necessitate  a  livable  wage  for  Massachusetts  workers  that  presents  an 
alternative  to  life  on  welfare.  The  State  will  raise  the  minimum  wage 
from  $4.25/hr  to  $5.25/hr  over  the  next  two  years.  Women  are  the  primary 
beneficiary  of  the  Increase,  since  63%  of  all  minimum  wage  workers  are 
women. 

Legislature  Funds 
Programs  for  Elderly 

The  1996  Budget  funded  some  of  the  important  community-based  pro¬ 
grams  that  aid  the  senior  citizens  of  Hampden  County:  Home  Care  pro¬ 
grams  for  over  2300  residents,  Managed  Care  and  Housing  which  pro¬ 
vides  assisted  living  arrangements  for  over  70  seniors  and  the  Councils 
on  Aging,  which  provides  services  to  over  42,000  seniors  in  the  Hampden 
District. 

It  was  another  very  successful  year  for  the  Massachusetts  Senior 
Games,  held  at  Springfield  College.  The  Games  were  supported,  in  part, 
by  the  state,  which  allocated  $15,000  for  the  event.  Last  June  the  games 
drew  over  1000  participants  from  160  towns. 


Agawam  Notes 


*  Local  aid  for  the  Agawam  Public  Schools  has  jumped  from 
$5,096,178  in  the  fiscal  year  1992  budget  (the  year  before  Massachusetts 
passed  education  reform)  to  $7,116,151  In  the  current  1996  budget. 

*  Support  for  the  Western  Massachusetts  Crime  Laboratory  in 
Agawam  continues  at  the  level  of  $200,000.  Located  at  the  Agawam 
Criminal  Justice  Training  Academy,  the  Lab  will  maintain  the  integrity  of 
evidence  and  expedite  its  analysis  by  providing  a  local,  Western  Mass, 
site  for  processing  evidence  essential  to  successful  criminal  prosecu¬ 
tion. 


Linda  has  been  a  vocal  supporter  of  the  Western  Mass. 
Crime  Lab. 

*  Thanks  to  the  expansion  of  the  Community  Policing  Grants, 
Agawam  received  $19,914  for  the  expansion  of  the  Agawam  Police 
Department’s  foot  patrol  of  the  Agawam  Shopping  Center  and  the 
Feeding  Hills  Center. 

*  The  Open  Space  Bond  Law  will  provide  Agawam  with  funds  to  ac¬ 
quire  property  currently  owned  by  Robert  and  Ann  Hall.  This  acquisition 
will  protect  a  wetland  area  and  Perry  Lane  Park  from  future  development. 

*  Phase  I  of  Route  57  is  finally  completed.  The  Bowles  Road  Extension 
will  provide  easier  access  to  the  Agawam  Industrial  Park. 

One  of  the  most  important  issues  in  the  Commonwealth  Is  the  rising  cost  of  health  in¬ 
surance,  and  the  changing  means  of  coverage.  In  order  for  me  to  obtain  a  better 
understanding  of  your  health  care  coverage,  as  well  as  your  concerns,  I  invite  you  to 
share  your  thoughts  and  experiences  by  answering  the  following  questions: 


Age:  18-25 

What  is  your  health  plan? 


26-33 


34-45 


46-65 


over  65 


Are  you  employed? 

Does  your  employer  cover  health  insurance? 

Are  you  married? 

Is  your  spouse  and/or  kids  covered  under  your  plan? 

How  satisfied  are  you  with  your  plan  (1  worst,  5  best)? 

If  and  when  you  changed  insurance,  were  you  forced  to  change  doctors? 


Children? 


Have  you  filed  claims? 

What  was  your  reaction? - - - - 

Have  you  been  satisfied  with  the  treatment  of  your  claims? 

Does  your  health  plan  cover  prescription  drugs? 

Are  you  currently  receiving  Medicare/Medicaid? 

Have  you  ever  been  hospitalized? 

Were  you  satisfied  with  the  coverage? 

What  comments  or  suggestions  do  you  have  regarding  health  insurance? 


Boston  Office 

Linda  J.  Melconian 
Room  320,  State  House 
Boston,  MA  02133 
(617)722-1660 
fax:  (617)  248-0785 


District  Office 

Linda  J.  Melconian 
375  Walnut  Street  Extension 
Agawam,  MA  01001 
(413)  786-6033 
fax:  (413)  786-6092 
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Church  News  -  continued... 


Reflections... 

submitted  by 
Rev.  Peter  Monahan 
Pastor  of  the  Church 
of  the  Apostles, 
Suffield,  CT 
(860)  668-4444  or 
(413)  786-8735 


How  many  people  realize,  when  they  read  or 
hear  the  Ten  Commandments,  that  in  them  the 
tremendous  love  of  God  towards  all  people  is 
wonderfully  expressed? 

There  are  some  people  who  have  the  Impres¬ 
sion  that  God  does  not  care  about  them.  Some 
think  that  if  God  does  care  about  them  at  all,  His 
concern  is  limited  to  whether  or  not  they  are  obey¬ 
ing  “the  rules,”  such  as  the  Ten  Commandments. 

However,  that  simply  is  not  so.  To  demonstrate 
this  point,  let  us  hear  what  Jesus  said  about  the 
sixth  of  the  Ten  Commandments. 

'Tom  have  heard  that  it  was  said  to  the  people  long 
ago,  ‘Do  not  murder,  ’  and  ‘anyone  who  murders  will  be 
subject  to  judgment.  ’  But  I  tell  you  that  anyone  who  is 
angry  with  his  brother  will  be  subject  to  judgment. 
Again,  anyone  who  says  to  his  brother,  ‘Raca,  ’  is 
answerable  to  the  Sanhedrin.  But  anyone  who  says, 
‘You  fool!*  will  be  in  danger  of  the  fire  of  hell.  "(Mat¬ 
thew:  5:21-22) 

Notice  first  of  all  the  grace  of  God  in  warning  us 
about  the  perils  of  anger.  Jesus  is  not  saying, 
“You  will  be  judged,”  but  rather,  “Be  cautious!  If 
you  are  angry  with  someone,  you  are  liable  to  get 
yourself  into  trouble.”  This  by  no  means  waters 
down  the  importance  of  Jesus’  message,  but  in¬ 
stead  clarifieds  It.  The  Bible  states  emphatically 
and  repeatedly  that  human  anger  is  a  very 
dangerous  thing.  The  guidance  of  Scripture  regar¬ 
ding  anger  is  simple  and  straightforward:  Get  rid 
of  it!  Jesus’  admonition:  Be  careful! 

Every  now  and  then,  the  Gospel  writers  heard 
Jesus  use  a  word  or  phrase  which  they  chose  to 
record  in  Aramaic,  perhaps  to  better  preserve  the 
sense  of  it,  rather  than  write  it  in  Greek.  Such  a 
word  Is  Raca,  which  literally  means  “empty  one.” 
Perhaps  in  our  culture  we  might  translate  it  as 
“worthless.”  Raca  was  certainly  an  uncomplimen¬ 
tary  epithet.  Sometimes  when  people  become 
angry,  they  think  or  say  the  person  who  provoked 
the  anger  is  worthless,  of  little  or  no  value,  or  even 
worse. 

Jesus  also  warned  against  saying,  “You  fool!” 
to  someone.  The  Greek  word  used  here  is  ‘moros,’ 
from  which  we  get  the  word  “moron,”  which  is 
also  a  very  derogatory  term.  It  is  worth  noting  that 
when  God  chides  people  for  being  foolish, 
another  Greek  word  is  employed;  one  which 
describes  people  who  act  foolishly  out  of  ig¬ 
norance. 

In  Luke’s  Gospel,  God  says,  “You  fool!”  to  a 
man  who  spent  his  life  building  an  earthly  estate 
while  at  the  same  time  neglecting  eternal  matters. 
In  that  passage,  God  Himself  does  not  hurl  the  In¬ 
sult  “Moron!”  at  that  man.  Dare  we  do  what  God 
would  not  do?  No  wonder  Jesus  warns  us  not  to! 

There  is  an  underlying  message  in  this  passage 
which  might  not  be  immediately  apparent  at  first 
glance.  That  message  is  that  God  places  a  very 
high  value  on  people,  each  and  every  one. 
Treating  people  with  contempt  is  not  only  wrong, 
it  places  the  offender  in  grave  danger  of  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  God.  May  God  bless  us  to  grasp  how  im¬ 
portant  each  of  us  is  to  our  Creator,  Almighty  God. 
May  each  of  us  more  fully  appreciate  how  dear 
and  precious  our  neighbor  is  to  Him  also. 

Trading  Post  To  Hold 
Big  Sale  Feb.  28th 

The  Trading  Post  at  First  Baptist  Church,  corner 
of  Main  &  Elm  Sts.,  Agawam,  will  be  holding  a 
“Big  Sale”  Wednesday,  February  28th  from  10:00 
a.m.  to  6:00  p.m. 

Upstairs,  save  50  percent,  downstairs  save  20 
percent.  A  Bag  Sale  will  be  held  from  4:00-6:00 
p.m.  Fill  a  bag  for  $4  (upstairs  only). 

The  sale  will  feature  outstanding  buys  on 
stylish  stouts,  misses,  juniors,  men’s  apparel, 
children’s  clothing,  baby  articles,  holiday  attire, 
coats,  jackets,  jerseys,  sweaters,  blouses,  jeans, 
slacks,  skirts,  shoes,  boots  &  skates,  household 
items,  and  knick-knacks. 


(413)  786-9000 

46  Suffield  Street,  Agawam,  MA  01001 

a  General  Legal  Services 

\lncluding  Real  Estate  ®  Wills  •  Bankruptcy 
•Auto  Accidents  ©  Domestic  Matters 


Harvest  Assembly  Of  God  Hosting 
Joint  Praise  Service  On  Feb.  25th 


Pastor  Chuck  Schivley  and  the  congregation  of 
Harvest  Assembly  of  God  will  be  hosting  a  joint 
Praise  Service  on  Sunday,  February  25th  at  6:00 

B.m.  Joining  together  will  be  Pastor  Nathan 
anlels  and  the  congregation  of  the  Victory  Tem¬ 
ple  Church  of  God  in  Christ  located  on  Main 
Street  in  West  Springfield. 

The  service  will  be  a  blending  of  congregational 
praise,  special  Gospel  music,  testimony,  and 
prayer.  There  will  be  a  dessert  fellowship  follow¬ 
ing  the  service.  All  are  Invited  and  welcome. 

Pastor  Schivley  says,  “I  believe  God  is  pleased 
when  churches  can  come  together  in  Christ  in  the 
spirt  of  unity.  That  was  Christ’s  prayer  in  John  17 
of  the  Bible.  It  goes  beyond  our  culture,  our  race, 


our  status,  and  our  minor  ainerv  nces.  One  group 
of  Christian  believers  is  not  exclusive  to  the  next; 
while  God  works  through  local  congregations,  ail 
Christian  believers  comprise  the  total  body  of 
Christ. 

“We  are  coming  together  for  the  purpose  of  ex¬ 
alting  God,  proclaiming  the  Gospel,  and  prayer  for 
the  revival  of  the  church  in  its  mission.  Jesus  is 
alive  today,  and  His  desire  is  still  to  heal  lives,  to 
bring  forgiveness,  and  to  bring  restoration.  The 
church  is  to  be  His  visible  body  on  this  earth.” 

Harvest  Assembly  of  God  Is  located  at  121 
Union  Street,  just  around  the  corner  from  the 
I.H.O.P.  restaurant  in  West  Springfield.  For  more 
information,  please  call  the  church  at  739-1234. 


Townsfolk  turn  our  pages  every  week  for 
all  the  hometown  news  -  AANW 


AGAWAM  -New Su"dav 

PUBLIC  MARKET  V 

768  MAIN  ST.  786-7476 

PLAY  YOUR  MEGABUCKS  HERE 

Winning  Lottery  Tickets  Cashed  Daily  l  4 

HOT  DOUBLE  CRISP  DAY’S  CATCH  Y— - 

★  FRIED  CHICKEN  ★  ★  FRESH  SEAFOOD  * 

We  Accept  VISA  &  MasterCard 

•  •  •  IVe  Accept  USDA  Food  Stamps 


Hours:  8-5 


PRICES  EFFECTIVE  FEBRUARY  26TH  -  MARCH  2ND 
USDA  CHOICE 

Boneless  Sirloin  Steak  . $2.99  Lb. 

Boneless  Spoon  Roast  . $2.69  Lb. 

Frozen  Ground  Turkey . 69c  Lb. 

Grade  “A”  Chicken  Breast 

Whole  . $1.19  Lb. 

Split . $1.39  Lb. 

Country  Style  Pork  Ribs . $1.39  Lb. 

Special  Cure  Brisket  Corned  Beef  (Flat  Cut) . $2.69  Lb. 

Store  Made  Corned  Spare  Ribs . $1 .99  Lb. 

Fresh  Ground  Chuck 

5  Lbs.  Or  More . $1.79  Lb. 

10  Lbs.  Or  More . $1.59  Lb. 

WHOLESALE  MEATS 

Whole  Butt  Tenderloins . $3.99  Lb. 

Whole  Boneless  Top  Sirloins . $1.99  Lb. 

DELI 

Land  O’  Lakes  White  American  Cheese  . $2.89  Lb. 

Russer  German  Bologna . $1.19  Lb. 

Russer  Virginia  Baked  Ham . $2.99  Lb. 

Russer  Low  Salt  Ham  . $3.49  Lb. 

Hudson  Turkey  Pastrami . $1.99  Lb. 

Thumann’s  Gourmet  Turkey  Breast . $4.99  Lb. 

Fresh  Seafood  Salad . $3.99  Lb. 

TUESDAY  AND  WEDNESDAY  SPECIAL 

Lean  Domestic  Ham  .  $1.39  Lb. 

DAIRY 

Sweet  Life  1%  Low  Fat  Milk  (Gallon) . $1.99 

Sweet  Life  Homogenized  Milk  (14  Gallon) . $1.09 

Hood  Light  Cream  (Pints) .  59c 

PRODUCE 

Local  Potatoes  (5  Lb.  Bag) . . 

California  Carrots  (1  Lb.  Bag) . . 

Yellow  &  Green  Squash . 79°  Lb. 

Yellow  Globe  Onions  (3  Lb.  Bag)  . 89* 

California  Navel  Oranges . $1.49  Doz. 

Washington  State  Red  &  Golden  Delicious  Apples .  69°  Lb 

SEAFOOD 

Scrod  Fillet . $2.99  Lb. 

Frozen  Can  Lobster  (1 1 .3  Oz.  Can) .  _  ‘  $9.99 

Alaskan  King  Crab  Legs  &  Claws . . .  $8.99  Lb. 

***  Coca-Cola  (Classic  &  Diet)  *** 

2  Liter  —  $1.19  (Plus  Deposit) 

***  Jack’s  Scented  Candles  *** 

Assorted  Sizes  &  Scents  At  Low  Prices 
(Made  In  Agawam) 
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Church  News  -  continued... 

Conquering  Your 
Besetting  Sin 

by  Rev.  John  Parke,  Associate  Pastor 

St.  David’s  Church 

What  Is  your  worst  fault?  Is  It  fear,  a  smoldering 
resentment?  A  flaring  temper,  impatience?  A  bad 
habit  uncontrolled  -  overeating,  smoking,  gambl¬ 
ing?  Lying,  laziness,  infidelity?  What  is  the  main 
thing  that  keeps  you  from  living  your  best? 

We  have  just  entered  the  season  of  Lent  (Ash 
Wednesday,  Feb.  21st),  the  time  each  year  when 
we  recall  the  40  days  that  Jesus  spent  In  the 
wilderness.  He  was  alone,  preparing  to  start  his 
ministry. 

For  him,  it  was  a  time  of  deep  prayer  to  the 
Father,  and  a  time  of  struggle  with  temptations 
from  Satan.  We,  too,  face  many  temptations  to 
think  and  say  and  do  things  that  in  our  heart  we 
know  are  wrong,  and  we  long,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
to  conquer  evil  as  Jesus  did. 

At  the  end  of  Pslam  139,  we  read,  “Search  me,  O 
God,  and  know  my  heart;  test  me  and  know  my 
thoughts.  See  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead 
me  in  the  way  everlasting.  ” 

Lent  is  recommended  as  a  special  time  for  soul- 
searching,  repentence,  confession,  and  cleans¬ 
ing.  Just  as  underlying  any  illness  of  the  body 
there  is  usually  some  central  cause  of  pain  and  in¬ 
fection,  so  too  in  our  soul-sickness,  there  may  be 
some  besetting  sin  that  needs  to  be  pinpointed 
and  conquered  and  healed.  What  is  your  worst 
fault? 

Alcoholics  Anonymous  has  offered  a  time- 
tested  technique  that  may  help  you  to  conquer 
your  own  besetting  sin  - 12  steps: 

(1)  Admit  that  you  are  powerless  to  overcome  it 
-naming  the  bad  habit  or  sin  that  is  destroying 
you. 

(2)  Believe  that  a  Power  greater  than  yourself 
can  restore  you  to  health  of  body  and  mind. 
(Remember,  “With  God  all  things  are  possible”). 

(3)  Make  a  decision  to  turn  your  will  and  your 
life  over  to  the  care  of  God  -  as  you  understand 
Him. 

(4)  Make  a  searching  and  fearless  moral  Inven¬ 
tory  of  yourself. 

(5)  Admit  to  God,  to  yourself,  and  to  another  per¬ 
son  the  exact  nature  of  your  sin,  or  sins. 

(6)  Be  sincerely  ready  to  have  God  remove  all 
these  defects  of  character. 

(7)  Humbly  ask  Him  to  remove  your  shortcom¬ 
ings.  (“Ask,  and  you  shall  receive  ...  believe  that 
you  have  received  it  and  you  shall  have  it.”) 

(8)  Make  a  list  of  all  persons  you  have  harmed, 

and  become  willing  to  make  amends  to  them  all.  I 
("Be  reconciled  with  your  brother.”)  j 

(9)  Make  direct  amends  to  such  people 
wherever  possible.  (By  word  or  letter  of  apology; 
by  restitution). 

(10)  Continue  each  day  to  take  personal  inven-  j 

tory  (self-examination)  and  when  consciously  j 
wrong,  promptly  admit  it.  j 

(11)  Seek,  through  daily  prayer  and  meditation, 
to  improve  your  conscious  contact  with  God,  as 
you  understand  Him,  praying  for  knowledge  of  His 
will  for  you  and  for  power  to  carry  it  out. 

(12)  After  receiving  help  from  God  as  a  result  of 
taking  these  steps,  you  will  try  to  carry  this 
message  to  others  in  need,  and  to  practice  these 
principles  in  all  your  affairs. 

Remember  -  if  thousands  of  alcoholics  have 
been  healed  in  this  way,  so  may  you.  A  besetting 
sin  is  like  a  worm  or  big  bruise  in  an  apple.  If  it  is 
not  cut  out  in  time,  it  may  destroy  you.  NOW  is  the 
time  -  LENT!!  Jesus  said,  “I  am  come  that  you 
may  have  life,  and  have  it  abundantly.”  He  has 
shown  us  the  way. 

For  all  the  local 
news ,  you  turn  our 
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DRY  UP! 

Complete  Basement 
Waterproofing 

Walls  -  Floor  -  Hatchways  7 
Chimneys  -  All  Masonry  /  \ 
\  Call  S.D.  Masonry  /  J 

'  789-9721  W 

Free  Estimate  /  Insured 


Lenten  Sundays  To  Begin  Feb*  25th 
At  Ag.  United  Methodist  Church 


On  Sunday,  February  25th,  worship  begins  at 
9:30  a.m.  at  Agawam  United  Methodist  Church. 

Join  our  family  worship  as  we  begin  our  Lenten 
walk.  In  this  period,  Christians  will  observe  and 
experience  the  meaning  and  value  of  the  suffering 
and  sacrifice  of  Christ. 

Worship  Includes  the  Children’s  Sermon  and 
Sunday  School.  We  urge  you  to  share  with  your 
children  the  hour  of  meeting  and  learning  about 
Christ. 

The  church  offers  an  opportunity  to  counteract 
some  of  the  vicious  influences  that  aim  at 
destroying  our  youth.  Positive  programs  are  most 
likely  when  children  are  given  the  chance  to  ex¬ 
plore  what  the  church  offers. 


The  women  of  the  church  will  meet  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall  following  refreshments  to  follow¬ 
up  on  last  Sunday’s  UMW  experience. 

*  *  * 

The  newly  elected  Worship/Evangelism  Com¬ 
mittee  will  meet  on  Thursday,  February  29th,  at 
7:00  p.m. 

*  *  * 

On  Sunday,  February  25th,  three  of  our  youth 
will  receive  their  Certificate  and  God  and  Country 
Badge  during  the  worship  hour. 

You  may  want  to  join  our  congregation  in  con¬ 
gratulating  and  wishing  them  well. 


Check  our  classified  pages  every  week... 

McCarthy  Tile  And 

Rug  Company  | 

WE  CATER  TO  THE  DO-IT-YOURSELF  PEOPLE  ^ 

Winter  Spruce-Up  Sale 
Inter  Ceramic  Fantasia  1*  Quality 

12”  x  12”  Marbilized  Texture  Finish 
Recommended  For  Residential  &  Light  Commercial  Use 


orpet 


2400  Ft.  In-Stock  Colors 
Endor,  Xanadu,  Camelot 

$2.49  Sq.  Ft.  Cash  &  Carry 


1000  Ft.,  3  Color,  12”  x  12”  Stock 
1000  Ft.,  8”  x  8”  Marbilized  Tile 

$1.75  Sq.  Ft. 


1200  Ft.  1st  Quality  Dal  Tile  In  Stock  Bruce  %”  Urethane  Finished  Oak 
8”  x  8”  and  12”  x  12”  Hardwood  Floors.  CB  Series 

$1.59  Ft.  Cash  &  Carry  $3.95  Ft.  Cash  &  Carry 

All  Stock  Congoleum  &  Mannington 

Floors  On  Sale 

Featuring  Congoleum  Celestial  Inlaid  Linoleum 
(Sub-floor  &  floor  prep  extra) 

$31.50  Yd.  Installed  ; 

Columbus  Carpets  On  Sale 

Curtain  Call  —Continuous  Filament 
5  Yr.  Crush  &  Matt  - 10  Yr.  Stain  Warranty 

$18.50  Yd.  Installed 


y 


Over  6  Lb.  Bonded  Pad 

Perfect  Step 

50  Colors  To  Choose  From 
10  Yr.  Matt  &  Crush  Crush  Warranty  - 10  Yr.  Stain 

$24.95  Yd.  Installed  Over  6  Lb. 

Bonded  Pad.  Great  for  high  traffic  areas. 

Home  Foundations  Carpet  Brookfield 

10  Yr.  Wear  &  5  Yr.  Stain  Warranty 
$15.75  Sq.  Yd.  Installed  Over  6  Lb.  Bonded  Pad 

Odyssey  28  Oz.  Berber  Carpet 

$16.75  Yd. 

Installed  Over  6  lb.  Bonded  Pad 
(Rip  up  carpet,  pad  &  furniture  moving  extra) 

1140  Springfield  Street,  Feeding  Hills 

786=2340 

Mon.,  Wed.,  &  Fri.  9-6;  Tues.  &  Thurs.  9-8;  sat.  9-1 
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Church  News  -  continued... 

Weekly  Calendar  From 
Ag.  Congregational 

This  Sunday,  February  25th,  at  Agawam  Con¬ 
gregational  Church,  745  Main  Street,  Agawam, 
Rev  Fuller’s  sermon  will  be  We  Need  To 

Acknowledge  Our  Sins”  A?ri 

Children’s  Message  will  be  God  s  Band-Aid. 

This  Sunday  Is  also  Youth  Communion  for  the 
seventh  through  12th  grade  church  school 
classes.  The  Communion  Service  will  take  place 
in  the  Worship  Chapel  downstairs  at  9:30  a.m. 

The  Heifer  Project  continues  through  to  Sun¬ 
day,  March  24th,  when  all  monies  collected  will  be 
dedicated. 

A  “YOUNG  AT  HEART  BRUNCH”  will  be  held 
following  the  Worship  Service  at  12:00  noon  for 
senior  citizens.  Seniors  will  be  “guests  of  honor” 
of  the  church’s  youth  for  this  free  brunch. 

Soup  and  salad  is  the  main  menu,  with 
homemade  pies  for  dessert.  Please  call  the 
church  office  at  786-7111  to  make  your  reserva¬ 
tion. 

*  *  * 

An  Evening  Playgroup  will  be  held  on  Tuesday 
evenings  from  6:00  to  7:30  p.m.  for  10  weeks.  Ses¬ 
sions  will  be  held  on:  March  12th,  19th,  26th,  April 
2nd,  9th,  23rd,  30th  (no  session  on  April  16th),  May 
7th,  14th,  and  21st. 

A  fee  will  be  charged  to  cover  operating  ex¬ 
penses.  The  Playgroup  will  offer  playtime,  crafts, 
snacks,  singing  and  dancing,  fun  and  friendship 
for  children  and  adults  alike. 

This  Playgroup  is  limited  to  12  families,  so  sign 
up  now  and  reserve  your  place  In  this  most  unique 
group!  Call  Grace  Tilden  at  the  church  office  (786- 
7111)  for  reservations  and  more  information. 

Country  Line  Dancing 
Classes  Offered  At 
Ag.  Congregational 

Kick  up  your  heels  and  come  on  down  to  the 
Agawam  Congregational  Church,  where  “Millie  & 
the  Gang”  will  teach  you  all. of  your  favorite  coun¬ 
try  dances! 

Beginning  on  March  15th,  classes  for  everyone 
Interested  will  be  held  on  Friday  nights  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall  at  the  church,  745  Main  Street. 
Dance  partners  are  welcome,  but  not  required. 
Hard-soled  shoes  are  recommended. 

Join  us  from  7:00  to  9:00  p.m.  each  Friday.  The 
cost  Is  $20  pre-paid  for  the  five-week  session,  or 
$5  at  the  door.  Refreshments  will  be  available  and 
children  care  will  be  provided  (at  an  extra  charge), 
so  bring  the  whole  family. 

For  further  information,  please  call  the  church 
office  at  786-7111. 

Townsfolk  turn  our 
pages  every  week 
ADVERTISER  NEWS 
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News  &  Notes  From 
St.  David’s  Church 

AT  THE  WEEKEND  WORSHIP  SERVICES  OF 
ST.  DAVID’S  CHURCH: 

-  The  Quiet  Eucharist,  Saturday  at  5:00  p.m.; 

■  The  Traditional  Service,  Sunday  at  8:00  a.m. 
(both  held  at  the  church  building,  522  Springfield 
Street,  Feeding  Hills); 

-  The  Contemporary  Service,  Sunday  at  10.00 
a.m.  (at  the  Agawam  Middle  School). 

The  Rector  and  two  other  members  will  be  shar¬ 
ing  testimonies  of  their  recent  experiences  at  a 
national  clergy  conference  in  Atlanta,  Georgia, 
where  40,000  clergy  gathered  for  three  days  of 
teaching  and  worship.  „  .  . 

In  addition,  this  marks  the  first  Sunday  in  Lent, 
the  season  of  spiritual  preparation  for  the  celebra¬ 
tion  of  Christ’s  rising  from  the  dead  at  Easter. 

SMALL  GROUPS  ARE  BEING  READIED  FOR 
LENT,  focusing  on  prayer,  study,  and  fellowship. 
Those  interested  in  joining  such  a  small  group, 
set  to  meet  for  the  six  weeks  of  Lent,  can  contact 
the  Parish  Office  for  registration  information. 

THE  PASTOR  WILL  LEAD  A  SMALL  GROUP 
which  will  meet  on  Wednesday  evenings  from 
7:00-8:00  p.m.,  looking  at  the  words  of  Jesus, 
" Come  to  me,  all  who  labor  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I 
will  give  you  rest.  ”  (Matthew  1 1 :28). 

In  these  very  hectic  days,  this  invitation  of 
Jesus  is  a  welcome  relief.  Each  evening  will  con¬ 
sist  of  a  brief  meditation  on  some  aspect  of  this 
verse,  followed  by  a  time  to  quietly  rest  in  the 
Presence  of  our  Lord. 

Those  interested  in  taking  part  in  this  Lenten 
experience,  set  to  begin  February  28th,  should 
call  the  Parish  Office  to  register. 

THE  JUNIOR  YOUTH  GROUP,  for  those  in 
grades  five  through  eight,  will  meet  on  Monday, 
February  26th  from  7:00-8:00  p.m.  for  a  time  of  fun 
and  fellowship,  including  making  plans  for  the  up¬ 
coming  Talent  Show,  March  2nd. 

Annual  Scholarship 
Dinner  Slated  At 
Ag.  Congregational 

The  Agawam  Congregational  Church  will  hold 
its  Annual  Marie  &  Nick  Zucco  Scholarship  Dinner 
on  Sunday,  March  10,  1996,  at  5:30  p.m.  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall. 

This  ziti  dinner  is  sponsored  by  the  Board  of 
Deacons  of  the  church.  There  is  no  charge  for  the 
dinner;  however,  donations  are  requested  as  this 
is  a  fundraiser  for  scholarships  for  our  graduating 
seniors. 

Entertainment  for  the  evening  will  be  provided 
by  Katie  Tolies,  a  songstress  and  guitarist. 

To  make  your  reservations  for  this  dinner,  sign 
up  at  the  Coffee  Hour  following  Worship  Service 
or  call  the  church  office  at  786-7111.  Reservations 
will  close  on  Tuesday,  March  5th. 
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Lent  Begins  At 
First  Baptist  Church 

“God’s  Witnesses”  will  be  the  topic  of  Pastor 
Richard  Barnes’  sermon  this  Sunday,  February 
25th  as  we  move  into  the  Lenten  season. 

The  scriptural  text  will  betaken  from  Acts  1: 1-8. 
As  usual,  classes  will  be  available  for  all  ages, 
following  coffee  and  conversation  in  Davis  Hall. 

Nursery  care  is  available  during  morning  wor¬ 
ship  and  class  time.  The  deacons  will  hold  their 
monthly  meeting  at  7:00j5.m.  in  Lockhart  Parlor. 

On  our  calendar  this  week: 

Tuesday,  February  27th:  10:00  a.m.,  Sear- 
chlighters  Circle;  1:15  p.m.,  EZ  Does  It  Aerobics 
Class;  4:30  p.m.,  Our  people  serve  at  Loaves  & 
Fishes  (meals  for  the  homeless);  7:00  p.m.,  Caring 

Connection  meets.  „  _  ^  _ 

Wednesday,  February  28th:  7:00  a.m.,  Prayer 
time/devotions/Continental  Breakfast,  10.00  a.m. 
to  6:00  p.m.,  Trading  Post  Open;  7:00  p.m.,  Lenten 
study  groups  meet  ...  a)  Bible  Study  group,  b) 
Parenting  Seminar,  c)  Family  building  class. 

Thursday,  February  29th:  1:15  p.m.,  EZ  Does  It 
Aerobics  Class;  7:30  p.m..  Choir  Rehearsal. 

This  Sunday,  February  25th,  is  the  deadline  for 
signing  up  for  CARING  &  SHARING,  a  new  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  the  Caring  Connection. 

This  is  a  one-year  adoption  commitment  for  car¬ 
ing  and  sharing  with  another  church  friend.  Plan 
to  participate  in  this  innovative  new  venture. 

Morality  Classes  Set 
To  Begin  Next  Week 
At  Sacred  Heart 

Christian  Morality  Classes  will  begin  next  week 
on  Tuesday,  February  27th  at  Sacred  Heart 
Church,  1103  Springfield  St.,  Feeding  Hills. 

Following  is  the  schedule: 

Tuesday,  Feb.  27th,  10:00  a.m..  Sacred  Heart 
Parish  Center;  Thursday,  Feb.  29th,  7:00  p.m.,  St. 
John’s  Parish  Center. 

There  will  be  four  sessions.  All  are  welcome. 

Tuesdays.  10:00  a.m..  Sacred  Heart  (February 
27th,  March  5th,  12th,  19th);  Thursdays,  7:00  p.m., 
St.  John’s  (February  29th,  March  7th,  14th,  2ist). 

Dicussions  will  be,  “Issues  of  Family  Morality,” 
“Important  Questions  for  the  90’s,”  “Learning  to 
Reap  Peace  by  Sowing  Justice,”  “Our  Catholic 

Sacramental  Spirituality.” 

*  *  * 

BAPTISM 

Please  welcome  to  our  parish  family  Nicole 
Kristen  Roberts,  who  was  recently  baptized.  Con¬ 
gratulations  to  her  parents  and  family. 

IRISH  GALA 

Enjoy  a  wonderful  afternoon  of  Irish  music 
featuring  the  Shamrocks  of  Kerry,  Sunday,  March 
3rd  from  1:00-5:00  p.m.  Enjoy  an  afternoon  of  sing- 
along  and  Irish  dancing  at  Mont  Marie,  Holyoke, 
Mass. 

Cost  for  adults  is  $7,  and  $3  for  children. 
Refreshments  will  be  available. 
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THINK  SPRING!!! 


tJ  ictoA^XUV 


430  Main  Street  •  Agawam 

^  786-5012 

Tanning  2  Months  $e 

1  Month 

K  10  Sessions  $C 

Single  Session  5 


$60.00 

$40.00 

$30.00 


Free  Nail  Art  With  Full  Set  Of  Nails!!! 


ALAN  L.  FERRIGNO 

Attorney  at  Law 
546  Springfield  Street 
Feeding  Hills,  MA  01030 
(41 3)  786-9454 

•  Litigation 

•  Employment  Discrimination 
®  Wrongful  Discharge 

®  Personal  Injury 

•  Estate/Medicaid  Planning 

•  Criminal  Defense 

Over  20  years  professional  experience 


Full  Set  Of 
Acrylic  Nails 
$30.00 

Reg.  $40.00 

With  Coupon 
(Exp.  3/30/96) 


$3.00  Off  Of 
Acrylic  Fills 

Now  $17.00 

Reg.  $20.00 

New  Customers  Only 
With  Coupon 
(Exp.  3/30/96) 


Buy  1  Month  Of 
Tanning,  Get 
One  Week  FREE 

With  Coupon  Only! 
With  Coupon 
(Exp.  3/30/96) 
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TAKE  A  30  MINUTE 
VACATION  IN  THE  SUN 
AT  FITNESS  FIRST! 


GET  A  MONTH  OF  IT! 


ONE  MONTH  UNLIMITED 
TANNING  ...ONLY  $49! 
10  SESSIONS.. .ONLY  $39! 
6  SESSIONS.. .ONLY  $29! 


CHILDREN'S  SPRING 
SWIM  LESSONS! 


Fitness  First  will  begin  the  Spring  Session  of 
CHILDREN'S  SWIM  LESSONS  the  week  of 
March  9th!  Sign  up  your  child  today  as  each 
class  is  limited  to  12  children!  786- 1460 

8  Week  Sessions  are  only  $65! 


Mon. 


Tues. 


Tues 


Wed 


rim  &  Gym  (2  -  4  yrs) 

or  Fri.  9:15  am 

e  Swim  &  Gym  (6  mos  -  2yrs) 

9:15  am 

Swim  &  Gym  (4  -  6  yrs) 
at  1 :00  pm  or  Thurs.  at  9: 1 5  am 
Swim  (5  yrs  8c  up) 
or  Thurs.  4:30  pm 

d  Swim  Wed.  or  Thurs.  5: 1 5  pm 

Me  Swim  Sat.  9:00  am 

rim  Sat.  10:00  am 

Swim  Sat.  1 1 :00  am 


mu 

HtALTH  A  FITNESS  CEMTEM 


JOIN  US  FOR  THE  10th  ANNUAL 
CHILDREN'S  MIRACLE  NETWORK 

Racquetball  Tournament  8r  Aerobathon! 

MARCH  1st,  2nd  &  3rd 


And  get  a  FREE  1 0  day  membership  pass  to  Fitness  First  when  you  redeem  this  coupon  along 
with  a  $5  minimum  donation  to  the  Children’s  Miracle  Network  by  March  3rd. 


f 


Children’s  Miracle  Network  &  Fitness  First  present  a: 


# 


Free  (lo)  Ten  Day  Membership  Pass 

($25  Value) 

Redeem  this  pass  along  with  a  $5  donation  to  the  Children’s  Miracle  Network 

Thank  you  for  your  donation  to  the  Children's  Miracle  Network . 

Must  be  first  time  trial  member  and  18  years  of  age.  Appt.  required  for  first  visit. 

Redeem  by  3/3/9b 
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For  Your  Health 

Brent  Bovak-Crocker 
One  Of  Featured  Kids 
At  Epilepsy  Dinner 

Six  years  ago,  Brent  Bovat-Crocker  decided  to 
enter  the  world  three  months  too  early.  He  weigh¬ 
ed  in  at  two  pounds,  three  ounces  and  was  14  in¬ 
ches  long,  however,  Brent  was  born  to  be  a 
fighter. 

After  three  months  in  the  hospital  and  many 
setbacks,  he  came  home.  Dealing  with  reflux  and 
being  three  months  delayed  were  his  biggest  pro¬ 
blems  at  the  time.  When  Brent  was  one  year-old,  e 
he  was  diagnosed  with  Cerebral  Palsy.  His  family  of  e 
knew  life  was  going  to  be  difficult,  but  actually  P|ar 
didn’t  have  a  clue  as  to  how  hard  things  would  that 
get.  dete 

Brent  was  almost  two  before  he  had  his  first  a 
seizure,  which  was  called  a  febrile  seizure  (caus-  a  se 
ed  by  a  high  fever).  One  month  later,  after  a  major  fron 
surgery,  he  had  his  second  seizure.  Brent  cannot  seei 
be  sick  with  a  cold  or  an  ear  infection  so  common  A 
in  children  without  developing  attacks  of  multiple  dec 
seizures.  ^  ,  nap 

Brent’s  seizures  range  from  Grand  Mai  lr 
seizures,  which  have  lasted  up  to  an  hour  and  son 
have  landed  him  in  the  hospital  for  a  week,  to  1, 
Petite  Mai  seizures,  which  last  anywhere  from  10  slee 
seconds  to  three  minutes.  2, 

As  is  the  case  with  all  the  other  children  you  sun 
have  met  in  our  series,  Brent  has  tried  every  anti-  ing 
epileptic  drug  available  and  nothing  seems  to  3, 
work.  Brent  and  his  family  are  constantly  sear-  flee 
ching  for  new  ways  to  try  to  make  life  more  com-  4 
fortable  and  normal.  slee 

Please  join  Brent  and  all  his  friends  and  family  1-tr 
at  the  second  Annual  Epilepsy  Awareness  Fun-  mill 
draising  Dance  being  held  on  March  9, 1996  at  the  5 
Oaks  Banquet  Hall.  Social  hour  is  6:00-7:00  p.m.  slec 
and  dinner  will  be  served  at  7:00  p.m.  Entertain-  6 
ment  will  be  provided  by  the  ’50’s  rock  and  roll  faci 
showband,  The  Crescents!!!  7 

For  ticket  information,  call  Janet  and  Gary  to  r 
Shean  (786-2709),  Sue  and  Wayne  Hearn  pre| 
(789-1529),  Diane  and  Steve  Penna  (786-9284),  or  R 
Kathy  and  Rich  Karam  (786-5426).  pari 


SIX  YEAR-OLD  Brent  Bovat-Crocker  will  be 
one  of  the  kids  to  be  honored  at  the  March  9th 
Annual  Epilepsy  Awareness  Fundraising 
Dance  at  The  Oaks  Banquet  Hall  on  Suf field 
Street. 


Living 

Well 


by  Rick  Hersom 
l\  Fitness  Director 
fp  Fitness  First  Health 

x  .  /  '  and  Fitness  Center 

V  7  60  N.  Westfield  St.,  F.H 

(413)  786-1460 

f  --  ~ 


Sleep  Tight... 


The  Stroke 


sort  Group,  sponsored  by  the 


Weldon  Center  for  Rehabilitation  at  Mercy 
Hospital  in  Springfield,  will  meet  on  Monday, 
February  26th,  at  7:00  p.m.  in  the  Deliso  Con¬ 
ference  Center. 

The  group’s  free  monthly  meetings  offer  infor¬ 
mation  and  fellowship  for  persons  wno  have  had  a 
stroke,  their  families,  and  friends. 

For  more  information,  call  Mollie  Braverman, 
(413)  748-6894. 

Check  our  classified 


Best 

Local 

News 


Even  though  sleep  may  seem  to  be  the  opposite 
of  exercise,  sleep  is  an  important  part  of  a  well- 
planned  exercise  program.  Sleep  is  so  important 
that  people  who  are  deprived  of  it  show  a 
deterioration  in  all  aspects  of  their  health. 

After  a  good  night  rest,  we  seem  to  experience 
a  sense  of  rejuvenation.  The  amount  of  rest  varies 
from  person  to  person,  but  six  to  eight  hours 
seems  to  be  the  average  that  most  adults  achieve. 

As  we  get  older,  the  amount  of  sleep  needed 
decreases.  This  decrease  may  be  offset  by  short 
naps  that  older  people  take  during  the  day. 

In  order  to  make  the  most  out  of  your  sleep,  try 
some  of  the  following  tips: 

1.  Regular  vigorous  physical  activity  promotes 
sleep,  but  do  not  exercise  too  near  to  bed  time. 

2.  Limit  alcohol,  coffee,  tea,  and  soft  drink  con¬ 
sumption.  These  beverages  disrupt  normal  sleep¬ 
ing  patterns. 

3.  Leave  your  problems  and  concerns  at  the  of¬ 
fice. 

4.  A  large  meal  late  at  night  will  interfere  with 
sleeping,  but  a  light  snack  of  foods  high  in 
1-tryptophan  (eggs,  tuna,  turkey)  and  a  glass  of 
milk,  will  help  you  fall  asleep  faster. 

5.  Quiet  imaging  can  distract  the  mind,  allowing 
sleep  to  occur  more  easily. 

6.  Slow  deep  breaths  calm  the  body  and  mind, 
facilitating  sleep. 

7.  Following  a  nightly  ritual:  reading,  listening 
to  music,  or  taking  a  bath,  are  excellent  ways  to 
prepare  for  sleep. 

Rest  and  leisure  activities  are  a  very  important 
part  of  your  overall  health,  so  make  sure  that  you 
build  them  into  your  daily  schedule. 

Stroke  Support  Group 
To  Meet  At  Mercy 
Hosp.  On  Feb.  26th 


Chiropractic 

Care 

by 

Dr.  Tami  Nelson 

Chiropractic 
Physician 
Hampden  County 
Chiropractic 
850  Springfield  St. 
Feeding  Hills 
.786-4820 


Muscle  Pain  Due  To 
Trigger  Points 

Muscles  compose  over  50  percent  of  the  body. 
Often  times  when  I  work  on  the  muscles  of  the 
body,  I’ll  feel  a  hard  lump  wjthin  the  muscle.  This 
feels  similar  to  a  knot  in  a  rope. 

This  lump  is  called  a  “trigger  point.”  Trigger 
points  are  a  build-up  of  lactic  acid  within  the  mus¬ 
cle  belly  which  result  in  a  hard,  contracted  mus¬ 
cle.  This  results  in  local  and  referred  pain  to  the 
muscle  group.  Trigger  points  are  found 
throughout  the  body,  the  most  common  areas  are 
the  base  of  the  head,  between  the  shoulder 
blades  and  the  low  back  and  buttock  region. 

Trigger  points  are  painful  to  touch,  and  can 
cause  pain,  numbness,  and  a  tingling  sensation 
to  other  areas  of  the  body.  For  example,  if 
pressure  is  applied  to  a  trigger  point  at  the  base  of 
the  head,  it  can  cause  local  pain  or  refer  pain  up 
the  back  of  the  head,  up  to  the  forehead,  or 
behind  the  eyes. 

Trigger  points  in  the  mid-back  can  refer  pain  up 
to  the  neck,  to  the  shoulder,  arm,  and  hand.  This 
happens  because  the  nerves  are  affected,  also. 

There  are  many  causes  of  trigger  points,  in¬ 
cluding  poor  posture,  poor  body  mechanics, 
stress,  lack  of  stretching  prior  to  activity, 
repetitious  movement,  and  many  others.  Trigger 
points  are  released  by  applying  mechanical 
pressure  directly  to  the  trigger  point  for  a  period 
of  time. 

This  causes  a  release  of  the  neurotransmitters 
and  the  muscle  to  fatigue.  This  also  releases  lac¬ 
tic  acid  to  the  blood  stream,  which  can  result  in  a 
tired,  heavy  feeling.  It  is  important  after  receiving 
any  type  of  muscle  work  to  drink  plenty  of  fluids 
to  flush  out  the  system. 

Dr.  Nelson  has  attended  many  continuing 
education  seminars  and  Is  certified  in  Trigger 
Point  technique.  Besides  being  a  chiropractic 
physician,  she  also  is  a  licensed  massage 
therapist.  She  believes  in  working  with  the  body 
as  a  whole. 

She  maintains  an  office  at  Hampden  County 
Chiropractic,  850  Springfield  Street,  Feeding 
Hills.  Please  call  786-4820  for  any  further  ques¬ 
tions. 

NO  ONE  covers  all 
the  local  news  like 
us,  each  week 
ADVERTISER  NEWS 


Snow  Plowing 

Sanding 

Commercial— Residential :  . 

Also  Firewood  ’.  ■  ; 

George  Farina.' 


Call  Us 
Before  The 1 
Snow 
Flies! 


786-5658 


Dr.  Gary  J.  Graziano 

is  pleased  to  announce 
the  relocation  of  his 
Chiropractic  Practice  to 

16  South  Boulevard 
West  Springfield,  MA 

732-1908 


Family 
Day  Care 
Provider 
Needed 

The  Agawam  Early  Care 
and  Education  Partnership  for 
Children  Program  is  looking 
for  a  family  day  care  provider 
who  would  like  to  participate 
in  this  program.  The  program 
provides  early  care  and  educa¬ 
tion  options  for  three  and  four 
year-old  children  of  working 
parent(s)  on  a  subsidized 
basis. 

Please  call  Teresa  Urbinati 
at  789-1400,  ext.  443,  to  in¬ 
dicate  your  interest. 


We  are  pleased  to  announce  new, 
reduced  fixed  rate  mortgages  for 
15  or  30  years.  These  rates  apply 
to  new  purchases  or  refinancing  of 
existing  mortgages. 

•  No  Points 

•  Free  Appraisal 

•  Free  Credit  Report 
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For  Your  Health  -  continued ... 

Health  Screenings 
Slated  For  February 
29th  At  Mercy  Hospital 

JhL  .bLuary  29*th’  *rom  8:00 10  10:00  a-m-  'n 

the  Memorial  House  Auditorium. 

is  a  $10  donation  for  the  cholesterol 
screening,  a  $2  donation  is  requested  for  the 
blood  glucose  screening.  Fasting  for  12  hours 
(water  is  aMowed)  prior  to  testing  is  required; 
results  will  be  mailed  to  participants 
No  advance  registration  is  required.  For  more 
information,  call  the  Patient  Education  Depart¬ 
ment.  (413)  748-9024,  weekdays  between  8:00  and 
9:00  a.m.,  or  leave  a  message. 

Balance  Disorders  & 
Dizziness  Support 
Group  At  Mercy  Hosp. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Weldon  Center  for 
Rehabilitation’s  Balance  Disorders  and  Dizziness 
Support  Group  is  scheduled  for  Wednesday, 
February  28th,  at  7:00  p.m.  in  the  Deliso  Con¬ 
ference  Center  at  Mercy  Hospital  in  Springfield. 

Sessions  are  open  to  those  suffering  from 
balance  difficulties  and  chronic  dizziness 
associated  with  disorders  including  Meniere’s 
Disease,  Acoustic  Neuroma,  Perilymph  Fistula 
(PLF),  Bilateral  Paroxysmal  Positional  Nystagmus 
(BPPN),  Endolymphatic  Hydrops,  Trigeminal 
Neuralgia,  and  Labyrinthitis. 

Family  and  friends  are  also  welcome.  Meetings 
are  conducted  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  each 
month,  and  are  free  of  charge. 

For  more  information,  call  Lois  Osetek,  M.S., 
CCC/A,  at  (413)  748-6840. 

Please  be  sure  to 
publicize  your  event 
at  least  two  weeks  in 
advance.  Our  dead¬ 
line  is  each  Tuesday 
at  noon.  We  open 
weekdays  at  6:30am 
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Weekly  Cancer  Support 
At  Mercy  Hospital 

Persons  with  cancer,  their  families,  and  friends 
are  invited  to  take  part  in  Mercy  Hospital’s  new 
Cancer  Support  Group. 

Sr.  Madeleine  Joy,  S.P.,  facilitates  the  free 
weekly  meetings  on  Tuesday  evenings  from  6:30 
to  8:30  p.m.  at  the  Women’s  Pavilion,  299  Carew 
Street,  Springfield.  The  group  offers  information 
on  topics  of  interest  to  cancer  patients,  and  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  share  experiences  in  a  warm,  suppor¬ 
tive  atmosphere. 

For  more  information,  call  the  Women’s 
Pavilion,  (413)  748-9080. 
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“Recreation”  To  Be 
Topic  Of  Pulmonary 
Support  Group 

“Recreation  for  Chronic  Obstructive  Pulmonary 
Diseases”  will  be  discussed  at  the  next  meeting 
of  Mercy  Hospital’s  Pulmonary  Support  Group  on 
Wednesday,  February  28th,  beginning  at  1:00  p.m. 
in  the  Deliso  Conference  Center  in  Springfield. 

The  free  group,  sponsored  by  the  Weldon 
Center  for  Rehabilitation  at  Mercy  in  conjunction 
with  the  American  Lung  Association,  is  designed 
for  persons  who  feel  physically  or  emotionally 
limited  by  breathing  problems;  family  and  friends 
are  also  welcome. 

For  more  information,  call  Linda  Chastain,  (413) 
748-9610. 

Check  our  classified... 


V\eVe  Fixed 
The  Rates! 


1 5  Year  Term 

7C/c 


6.75 


APR 


30  Year  Term 


30  Year  Term 


APR 


OFFICES  SERVING: 


WESTFIELD 


WEST  SPRINGFIELD 


AGAWAM 


SOUTHWICK 


AND  NEIGHBORING 
COMMUNITIES 


Westfield  Savings  Bank 


Come  On  Home  For  Savings 


Member  FDIC/DIF  *  Subject  to  availability.  These  rates  may  be  withdrawn  without  notice  at  any  time. 
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Arts 


Last  Week’s  Solution... 


MEET  THE  MASTER  ■  by  Dick  Mastroianni 


ACROSS 

1  Revise 

6  Subway  In  London 
10  Wild  pig 

14  Rajah’s  queen 

15  Dueling  sword 

16  Spanlsn  Duke 

17  Christmas  treats 

20  Burden 

21  Richthofen” 

22  of  a  Salesman” 

23  Female  sandpiper 

24  at  work” 

25  College  girl 

27  Robot  drama 

28  Evening  wear  often 

29  Body  of  water 
32  Staggering 

35  Domesticate 

36  Walter’s  20% 

37  “Old  Sod”  kissing 
site 

41  Over  to  a  poet 

42  Agreement 

43  Slim  candle 

44  Merry  month 

45  Hope  for 

46  Embrace 

47  Obi 

48  Forbid 

49  Tennis  shot 
52  Pays  to  play 

55  Vegas  starter 

56  Teasdale 

57  S.I.W.A.K. 

61  French  friend 

62  Big  party  (slang) 

63  Hands  (Italian) 

64  Political  ones  (abbr.) 

65  and  crafts” 

66  Pool  member 

DOWN 

1  G.  Patton’s  specialty 

2  “Pine  Tree”  state 

3  Follow 

4  Take  home  pays 

5  Dover’s  state 

6  Wyoming  range 

7  Second  word  in  fairy 
tales 

8  Spelling  event 

9  Frightened  sound 

10  Headquartered 

11  Explorer  Johnson 

12  “Not  on - ” 

13  Headstrong 


LIE  IG-IS 


o  ly  lo  lu  Jclo  lMlO~  ' 
frlAlTlEBoklMlUlPMAlPlEfe  7 

L-IeIa  IM  IeIRBsItIbJaBMB  a 

RIA  s 

LlAlMlA  iSMMlAb] 
eIvI  '  Ii.Mi_IoIR.IeIm  ■HlElMlA  I 

HlAlPlPiy'l  1 


'  n 


iCTiwiaig  BTiaiM 
laiElfBBtel  BKlialH  iM 

nil  ng 

ElElii  ftlHMH  jjj 
HfgiBi  FslilHi=l  BBHBI 

telWKWfCl  Sim  BRDa 

■ '  wm  MEm^  Billie 
HIM 


E  IR 


ElGrlAlKl 
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18  Eternally 

19  French  idea 

24  Ponder  over 

25  Fiery  sky  traveler 

26  Mind 

27  CSA  fighting  man 

28  Hacienda 

29  Cease 

30  One  in  Bonn 

31  Mimic 

32  Power  source 

33  Actress  Perlemen 

34  Outre  (var.) 

35  Type  of  baa 

38  Sacred  bull  of  Egypt 

39  Bedaze 

40  Child’s  game 

45  “Able - ere  I 

saw...” 

46  Today’s  food  to¬ 
morrow 

47  Monica  of  the  courts 

48  Washing  sites 

49  Singer  Frankie 

50  Mr.  Welles 

Check  our 
classified... 


AlMlTl  S 


51  Choir  member 

52  Urgent  shipping  In¬ 
structions 

53  Verne’s  sea  captain 

54  Thing  that  wags 

55  Shopper’s  must 

56  Old  card  game 
58  T.V.  guide  abbr. 

*59  and  Peace” 

60  Morning  hours 
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Local  Kids  Performing  In  “The  Hobbit” 


* 
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Live  Animal  Program 
To  Be  Presented  At 
Ag0  Public  Library 

Friday,  March  1st  is  the  night!  Be  sure  to  mark 
your  calendars.  This  is  the  night  that  Laughing 
Brook  is  coming  to  the  Agawam  Public  Library. 

The  Agawam  Cultural  Council  is  pleased  and 
excited  to  sponsor  a  live  animal  program  as  part 
of  their  “First  Friday  Series.’’  Douglas  Kimball,  an 
instructor  from  Laughing  Brook  Education  Center 
and  Wildlife  Sanctuary,  will  present  a  natural 
history  program  utilizing  three  species  of 
Southern  New  England  wildlife. 

The  animals  that  Mr.  Kimball  will  introduce  will 
depend  on  which  particular  animals  feel  best  on 
the  day  of  this  program.  You  will  learn  fascinating 
facts  about  the  animals’  behavior,  habitats,  adap¬ 
tations,  and  ecological  relationships  from  Mr. 
Kimball  and  the  animals.  Children  will  be 
fascinated  and  adults  will  love  It. 

The  program  is  free  to  the  public  and  funded  by 
a  grant  from  the  Agawam  Cultural  Council 
through  the  Massachusetts  Cultural  Council.  It 
will  be  held  in  the  Community  Room  at  the 
Agawam  Public  Library  on  Friday,  March  1st,  at 
7:30  p.m. 

Check  our  classified 


A.  Wfcise  o 

A  Structured  And  Open 
Parent-Child  Play  Program 
Ages  18  Months  To  4  Years 

Participate  In  A  FREE  Trial 
According  To  Child’s  Age  Group 

Cali  Qirua  Broderick,  562-4942 
Open  House  February  1 9th 


“HOW  SHALL  WE  COOK  ’EM’’  asks  female  trolls  Cara  DelloRusso,  Megan  Banks,  Jaime 
Ericksberg,  Renate  Kluegh,  and  Jackie  Donahue  as  poor  Sara  Sambrook  squirms.  STAGE 
Children’s  Theatre  presents  the  Tolkein  classic,  “The  Hobbit”  on  February  23rd  at  7:30 
p.m.,  Sat.,  Feb.  24th  at  2:00  &  7:30  p.m.,  and  Sunday,  Feb.  25th  at  2:00  p.m.,  at  the  Red 
Door  Theatre  on  the  grounds  of  Valley  Community  Church  in  Feeding  Hills.  For  tickets,  call 
786-2026. 


STACY 

INSURANCE  AGENCY 


FACT: 


•  You  Don’t  Have  To  Join  An  Auto  Club  To  Save  10%. 

•  Liberty  Mutual  Offers  10%  Just  For  Being  A  Good  Driver  (SDIP  9  &  10). 

•  No  Interest  Billing  Or  Finance  Charges. 

•  25%  Senior  Discount. 

•  25%  Down  -  10  Months  To  Pay. 

•  We  Do  The  Work  For  You  -  No  Extra  Fees  For  Registry  Service. 

•  Free  Notary  Service  To  All  Our  Customers. 

•  No  Auto  Club  Dues. 

•  sr-22  coverage.  Save-Save!!! 


789-2737 

786-5366 


‘For  All  Your  Insurance  Needs.  ” 
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Shworoom  Expansion 


Floorcovering  Sale! 


“To  Serve  You  Better ,  We  Are 
Adding  50%  More  Showroom  Space!” 


NEW 

100  %  Cont.  Filament  Nylon  With 
Stain  Check  Protection 
15  Colorations 

$14.89  Sq.  Yd. 

Installed  w /  6  Lb.  Rebond  Pad 


NEW 


12’  or  15’  Plush  Saxony 
36  Colorations 

$18.89  Sq.  Yd. 

Heavier  Plush  Available 

$24.89  Sq.  Yd. 

Both  Include  Installation 
w/  6  Lb.  Rebond  Pad 

Brown  Sculpture  Carpet 
1  Color  Only  Available 

$13.89  Sq.  Yd. 

Installed  w /  6  Lb.  Rebond  Pad 


NEW 

Kid  Proof  Berber  Carpet 
Unstainable! 

Handles  Traffic  With  Ease 
$22.85  Sq.Yd. 

Installed  w/6  Lb.  Rebond  Pad 

Beautiful  Patterned 
Berber 

12’  or  15’  Widths 
20  Decorator  Colors 

$19.75  Sq.  Yd. 

Installed  w /  6  Lb.  Rebond  Pad 

Level  Loop  Berber 

20-Plus  Colors 

$18.  95  Sq.  Yd. 

Installed  w /  6  Lb.  Rebond  Pad 


NEW 

Kid  Proof  ■  Footprint  Free 

Plush  Carpet.  Will  Not  Stain!! 
Intro.  Specials  On  Now! 


IN  STOCK 

Heavy  Blue  or  Rose  Saxony 

$15.49  Sq.  Yd. 

Installed  w /  6Lb.  Rebond  Pad 


Heavy  100%  Cont.  FilamentNylon 
Low,  Super  Dense  Pile 
Footprint  Free 

$24.25  Sq.  Yd. 

Installed  w /  6  Lb.  Rebond  Pad 


No  Interest!  ... No  Payment!  ... Til  June!! 


Mannington  Vinyl! 

On  Sale.  Starts  March  1st 

Mannington  Promos 

12”  x  12”  Marbleized  Patterns 
Available  in  Beige,  Taupe  &  Green 

$13.95  Sq.  Yd. 
Mannington  Gold 

Black  Diamond/ 

White  Background 

$24.95  Sq.  Yd. 

Emerald  Green 
Diamond/Grey  Background 

$15.99  Sq.  Yd. 


Tarkett  Vinyl  Sale 
Save  10%-15%  Off 


Area’s  Largest 
Selection  Of 
Ceramic  Tile 


Hundreds  Of  Imported 
&  Unique  Tiles  -  Selected 
Styles  On  Sale  Now 

4”  x  4”  White  w/Grey  Fleck 
Floor  or  Wall  Tile 
Now  69c  Sq.  Ft. 

8”  x  8”  Floor  Tile 
Textured  In  6  Colors 

$1 .95  Sq.  Ft. 

Many  Others 
On  SALE  Now!! 


RUG&TILE 

16  Southwick  Street,  Feeding  Hills  •  786-8085 

Mon.-Wed.,  9-5;  Thurs.  &  Fri„  9-8;  Sat.,  9-4 


Hardwood  Savings 

3/4”  Solid  Oak-2V4”  Widths 
Tongue  &  Groove  w/Beveled 
Edges.  4  Pre-Stained  Colors. 

4  Coats  Pre-Applied  Urethane 

$77.80  Per  Bundle 

20  Sq.  Ft.  Coverage  Per  Bundle 

%”  Solid  Birch  Heritage 
Tongue  &  Groove  w/Micro- 
Beveled  Edges.  4  Coats  Pre- 
Applied  Urethane. 

2V4”  or  3V4”  Widths-Your  Choice 

$65.85  Per  Bundle 

15  Sq.  Ft.  Coverage  Per  Bundle 

5  Ply  -  5/16”  Pre-Laminate 
For  Glue  Down  Installations 
Above  or  Below  Grade 

$3.29  Sq.  Ft. 

3  Colors 
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Education 


School  Dept.  Receives 
Daycare  Grant  To 

Assist  Local  Families  | 

\ 

by  Kathy  Cassanelli 
News  Editor 

Working  parents  will  be  the  beneficiaries  of  the 
largest  single  state  grant  the  School  Department 
has  ever  received.  Agawam’s  proposal  ranked 
fourth  out  of  the  38  applications  considered  for 
the  state  Community  Partnerships  for  Children 

Grants.  ,  _ 

At  the  February  10th  School  Committee 
meeting,  Special  Education  prograrnmer  Teresa 
Urbinati  said  the  town  has  been  awarded  $212,000 
to  assist  working  parents  with  daycare  and  pre¬ 
school  costs.  The  money  will  be  spent  to  fund 
daycare  and  preschool  costs  for  families  in  the 
low  to  middle  income  brackets  for  the  remainder 
of  this  year  and  next  year,  Mrs.  Urbinati  said. 

Fees  will  be  on  a  sliding  scale,  according  to  in¬ 
come.  The  program  is  designed  to  help  two  parent 
families  (with  both  parents  working  full-  or  part- 
time),  and  single  parent  households  (with  the 
parent  working  full-  or  part-time). 

Assistance  For  The  First  Time  For  Many 
Mrs.  Urbinati  said  the  program  is  the  first  to  of¬ 
fer  assistance  to  families  at  or  below  the  state 
median  income  of  $50,000.  “We’ll  be  able  to  assist 
families  who  have  never  been  assisted  before. 

Mrs.  Urbinati  said  the  partnership  is  the  first 
time  the  public  schools  have  worked  with  private 
preschools,  daycare  providers,  and  social  service 
agencies  to  develop  a  plan  to  meet  the  educa¬ 
tional  needs  of  young  children  and  working 

parents.  , .  . .  .. 

The  grant  application  was  prepared  by  Mrs.  Ur¬ 
binati,  Maggie  Adams  of  Westfield  Headstart, 
Julie  Belllveau  of  The  Kids  Place,  and  Gina 
Frasco  of  Perry  Lane  Preschool. 

In  addition  to  providing  assistance  with 
daycare  costs  for  working  parents,  the  grant  will 
fund  a  library  center  located  at  the  Headstart 
Preschool  Center  in  Agawam  to  serve  as  a 
resource  for  parents,  teachers,  and  children. 

The  partnership  also  includes  a  mental  health 
component  that  involved  the  Agawam  Counseling 
Center  as  a  resource  for  parents  and  teachers. 
Staff  members  will  spend  two  hours  a  week  at 
each  of  the  four  participating  centers  (Early 
Childhood  Center,  Kids  Place,  Perry  Lane 
Preschool,  and  Headstart)  getting  to  know  the 
parents  and  teachers. 

“As  needs  are  focused  on,  we  will  utilize  the 
Agawam  Counseling  Center,”  Mrs.  Urbinati  said. 
“We  want  them  to  be  seen  as  a  resource  for 
parents  and  teachers  who  may  be  having  a  pro- 

blMrs.  Urbinati  said  the  School  Department  is 
hoping  to  add  a  family  daycare  provider  to  the  pro¬ 
gram  next  year.  All  participating  programs  must 
be  accredited.  A1  ... 

As  program  coordinator,  Mrs.  Urbinati  will 
develop  the  contracts  between  the  School  Depart¬ 
ment  and  the  centers  and  will  be  responsible  for 
monitoring  the  centers. 

Parents  interested  in  enrolling  in  the  program 
can  contact  Mrs.  Urbinati  at  the  School  Depart¬ 
ment’s  Special  Education  office  (789-1400,  ext. 
442)  or  the  Preschool  Enrichment  Team  in  Spr¬ 
ingfield,  where  applications  will  be  screened. 

All  the  local  news 
with  us,  each  week 


AGAWAM  HIGH  SCHOOL  STUDENTS  who  are  members  off  the  Savings  Through  Energy 
Management  team  (STEM)  look  over  the  doors  leading  into  the  main  lobby  during  par 
their  energy  audit  of  the  school.  Advertiser  News  photo  by  Jack  Devine. 

AHS  Receiving  Energy  Audit  Thru 
$5,000  Educational  Grant 


by  Kathy  Cassanelli 

News  Editor 


For  those  of  us  lost  in  the  breakdown  lane  of 
the  information  super  highway,  “surfing  the  net” 
carries  a  vague  sense  of  wandering  around  out 
there  in  cyberspace— wherever  that  might  be. 

But,  for  the  experienced  “surfer,”  the  Internet 
can  offer  a  wealth  of  Information  on  just  about 
any  topic,  including  sources  for  educational 
grants. 

Junior  High  technology  teacher  John  Burns  us¬ 
ed  his  surfing  expertise  to  bring  in  a  $5,000  grant 
for  energy  education  at  the  Junior  High  and 
Agawam  High  School. 

At  AHS,  a  group  of  25  students,  along  with  math 
teacher  Patricia  Bertone-Gross  and  science 
teacher  Michael  Kidd,  are  conducting  an  energy 
audit  of  the  school  as  part  of  the  Savings  Through 
Energy  Management  (STEM)  course  presented  by 
Wilson  Educational  Services  of  Wallingford,  Con¬ 
necticut. 

For  five  weeks,  the  STEM  team  will  meet  one 
day  a  week  for  an  all-day  session  that  focuses  on 
making  students  aware  of  energy  use  and  misuse 
(and  preparing  an  energy  conservation/manage¬ 
ment  plan  for  the  school). 

Working  in  teams,  the  students  will  gather  in¬ 
formation  on  the  dimensions  of  windows  and 
walls,  internal  structure  of  the  walls,  windows  and 
roof,  levels  of  illumination,  efficiency,  and  boilers, 
and  the  school’s  history  of  energy  consumption. 
The  students  will  learn  to  recognize  energy  pro¬ 
blems,  identify  cost-effective  solutions,  and 
calculate  the  amount  of  energy  and  money  that 
will  be  saved  by  correcting  the  problems. 

AHS  Tech-Ed  academic  coordinator  Thomas 
Collins  said  the  program  gave  the  students  hands- 
on  opportunities  to  use  the  math  skills  they  were 
learning  in  applied  math  courses  and  in  algebra 
courses. 

“This  program  Is  about  problem  solving,”  Col¬ 
lins  said.  “The  curriculum  frameworks  are 
heading  towards  more  hands-on  learning.” 

The  advisor  and  originator  of  the  school’s  En¬ 


vironmental  Awareness  Club  (S.A.V.E.),  Ms. 
Bertone-Gross,  said  she  hoped  the  students  learn¬ 
ed  some  basic  information  on  energy  conserva¬ 
tion  to  take  with  them  and  to  use  in  their  daily 
I  i  ves. 

“This  is  live  a  drop  spreading  ripples  in  the 
water,”  Ms.  Bertone-Gross  said.  “The  program 
will  spread  through  the  students  and  out  into  the 
community.”  .  „ 

The  Culmination  Of  The  Program... 

The  program  culminates  in  the  presentation  of 
a  formal  energy  audit  at  a  School  Committee 
meeting.  It  will  include  the  STEM  team’s  recom¬ 
mendations  on  ways  to  save  on  energy  costs  at 
the  school.  On  average,  schools  implementing  the 
STEM  team’s  recommendations  have  cut  their 
electric  bills  in  half. 

Funded  under  the  umbrella  of  the  federally- 
funded  Corporation  for  National  Service,  the  grant 
is  one  of  15  awarded  in  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island,  and  Connecticut  by  CONNECT,  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Energy  Council  for  Teachers,  according 
to  project  director  Clay  Jordan. 

Jordan  said  his  agency  was  particularly  excited 
about  the  grant  proposal  from  Agawam  for  the 
creativity  with  which  it  was  written.  He  said 
Agawam’s  proposal  met  the  benchmarks  of  CON¬ 
NECT’S  commitment  to  supporting  service  learn¬ 
ing  that  applies  classroom  instruction  to  real 
situations  (and  links  learning  to  serving  the  com¬ 
munity  in  partnership  with  the  business  communi¬ 
ty). 

In  addition  to  presenting  their  energy  audit  to 
the  community  at  a  School  Committee  meeting, 
STEM  team  members  will  be  bringing  the  skills 
they  have  learned  out  Into  the  community  by  work¬ 
ing  with  Junior  High  students  in  the  After  Supper 
Science  Club.  An  energy  fair  is  being  planned  at 
the  Junior  High  in  the  spring. 

Jordan  said  his  agency  looks  for  projects  that 
will  involve  students  in  personal  growth  and 
development  as  they  learn  values  and  citizenship. 


“WAiere  Quality  Counts” 

’  DYNAMIC 

Transmissions,  inc 

337  Page  Blvd.,  Springfield 


®  Domestic 
®  Foreign 


•  Automatic 

•  Standard 


Call  Charlie  Copson  of  Feeding  Hills,  Proprietor 

737-2041 


LOSE  5-100  LBS 


With  Safe,  100%  Natur 


Lose  Wei 


New,  Approved  Weight  Loss  Programi  lt  Really  WORKS! 


}  [Come  in  for  your  FREE  Consultation  &  FREE  Sample! 

No  strenuous .  ;  W  l"/5  •  p  g c 

sgaywAw 

Bum  the  Fat  and  Ay**-  -A  4on  Enfield  St.,  Enfield,  CT 

Keep  the  Muscle  ...  ,  _ ..  ckned  Wmirs:  Mon-Fn  10-6  •  Sat  10-1 


$10  OFF 


p'  'h»i 

420  Enfield  St.,  Enfield,  CT  - 

(Next  to  Vincent’s  Shoes)  Hours:  Mon-Fn  10-6  •  Sat  10-2 


ANY  PROGRAM 
OVER  $25.00 


CALL  NOW! 


-6800 


OVER  $25.00  |n  MA,  Cali  1-800-738-8907 

WITH  THIS  AD.  OFFERS  CANNOT  BE  COMBINED.  FIRST  TIME  PURCHASES  ONLY.  EXP.  3/31/96 
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AHS 

Guidance ... 

by  Judith  Cohen 
Acting  Director 
AHS  Guidance  Dept, 


Over  a  period  of  time,  a  group  of  students  met 
with  me  and  brainstormed  different  things  they 
had  learned.  The  results  were  shared  and 
enlightening. 

Read  these  through;  perhaps  you  can  relate  to 
some  of  them  and  add  some  of  your  own.  Please 
feel  free  to  send  in  some  of  them  that  you  and 
your  children  come  up  with  and  I  can  include 
them  in  another  column. 

No  names  will  be  used.  Exercises  like  this  are 
fun,  revealing,  and  immensely  helpful  in  keeping 
the  lines  of  communication  open. 

To  all  you  students  who  may  be  reading  this 
column,  I  hope  you  are  having  a  happy  and 
healthy  vacation. 

***  THINGS  I’VE  LEARNED  *** 

I’ve  learned  that  if  you  want  to  keep  your  good 
friends,  you’ve  got  to  be  a  good  friend. 

I’ve  learned  that  when  you  try  to  “see”  more 
than  two  people  at  a  time,  you  can  get  into  trou¬ 
ble. 

I’ve  learned  that  lying  to  someone  you  really 
love  doesn’t  get  you  too  far. 

I’ve  learned  that  love  hurts  when  you  don’t  treat 
it  right. 

I’ve  learned  that  a  flower  grows  then  soon  dies 
and  so  doesn’t  love,  so  choose  it  well,  but  if  both 
are  taken  care  of,  they  can  rebloom. 

I’ve  learned  that  your  best  friend  can  also  be 
your  worst  enemy. 

I’ve  learned  that  the  best  and  most  beautiful 
things  cannot  be  seen  or  touched  but  are  felt  in 
the  heart. 

I’ve  learned  that  if  you’re  too  nice  and  care 
more  about  someone  else  than  yourself,  then  you 
get  stepped  on. 

I’ve  learned  “finally”  to  love  myself. 

I  learned  that  friends  are  more  important  than 
romantic  involvement— usually. 

I  have  learned  to  look  deeper  into  things  and 
not  take  things  at  face  value. 

I’ve  learned  you  can’t  always  get  what  you 
want. 

I’ve  learned  no  matter  how  angry  you  are  at  so¬ 
meone,  you  never  stop  loving  them. 

I’ve  learned  not  to  please  other  people  if  it’s  go¬ 
ing  to  hurt  you. 

I’ve  learned  not  to  criticize  people  when  you 
have  the  same  problem. 

I’ve  learned  even  though  your  parents  are 
divorced  and  blame  you  for  so  much,  they  still 
love  you. 

I’ve  learned  reality  can  be  a  slap  in  the  face. 

I’ve  learned  not  to  give  up  on  things. 

I’ve  learned  that  everyone  is  equal. 

I’ve  learned  that  a  winner  does  more  than  his 
job;  a  loser  says,  ”1  only  work  here.” 
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I’ve  learned  when  you  think  someone  likes  you, 
don’t  think  too  hard  on  it. 

I've  learned  that  determination  is  the  key  to  suc¬ 
cess. 

I  ve  learned  that  life  is  what  happens  while 
you’re  busy  making  other  plans. 

i’ve  learned  to  try  to  not  make  the  same  mistake 
twice. 

I've  learned  that  I’d  rather  be  poor  and  in  love 
than  rich  and  not  in  love. 

I’ve  learned  not  to  let  anyone  run  my  life. 

I’ve  learned  you  can  trust  others  only  when  you 
trust  yourself. 

I’ve  learned  that  all  of  us  die,  but  only  a  few  of 
us  ever  truly  live. 

I’ve  learned  that  maybe  a  bird  views  us  as  being 
in  a  cage  and  he  is  on  the  outside. 

I've  learned  that  respect  goes  both  ways. 

I’ve  learned  that  there  are  always  at  least  two 
sides  to  an  argument. 

I’ve  learned  that  I  need  someone  to  follow,  who 
won't  lead  the  way. 

I’ve  learned  you  can  make  a  lifetime  out  of  every 
day. 

I’ve  learned  that  learning  revolves  around  ques¬ 
tions,  so  don’t  be  afraid  to  ask. 

I’ve  learned  not  to  read  advertisements  since  I 
would  spend  all  my  time  wanting  things. 

I’ve  learned  things  are  seldom  what  they  seem. 

I’ve  learned  that  when  you  have  a  choice  and 
don’t  make  it,  that  in  itself  is  a  choice. 

I’ve  learned  that  if  you’ll  regret  it  in  the  morning, 
sleep  late! 

•  ** 

GUIDANCE  BULLETIN 

COLLEGE  ACCEPTANCES  •  Congratulations! 

Derek  Benton,  Curry  College;  Mike  Domalngue, 
Keene  State;  Eric  Johnson,  UMASS/Lowell;  Chris¬ 
ty  Dubay,  Univ.  of  New  Hampshire;  Jamie  Scher- 
ban,  Univ.  of  Connecticut,  Merrimack  College; 
Melissa  Murphy,  Roger  Williams,  Merrimack;  Mat¬ 
thew  Radwanski,  Assumption;  Kelly  Carmody, 
UMASS;  Jen  Clark, College  of  New  Rochelle, 
UMASS;  Jeff  Rousseau,  Northeastern,  Endicott, 
Univ.  of  Hartford,  WNEC;  Dan  House,  Hofstra; 
Christy  Aguinaaa,  HCC. 

SCHOLARSHIPS  -  See  your  counselor  for  more 
information. 

John  C.  Quinn,  Jr.  Scholarship  -  This  $1,000 
scholarship  is  awarded  annually  to  a  minority  stu¬ 
dent  who  excels  in  journalism  and  plans  to  study 
journalism  in  college.  Deadline:  May  25,  1996. 

Boston  Guild  for  the  Hard  of  Hearing  Scholar¬ 
ship  •  $1,000  will  be  awarded  to  a  student  with  a 
hearing  loss  who  plans  to  pursue  a  two-  or  four- 
year  college  education.  Deadline:  March  29,  1996. 

OPEN  HOUSES  -  See  your  couselor  for  more  in¬ 
formation. 

Fitchburg  State  College  Nursing  Open  House  - 
Saturday,  March  2nd,  9:00  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m. 

Lawrence  Memorial  Hospital  School  of  Nursing 
-Thursday,  March  7th,  or  Thursday,  April  4th,  7:00 
p.m. 

Maine  Maritime  Academy  -  Monday,  March 
11th,  Holiday  Inn,  Holyoke,  1:00  to  8:00  p.m. 

Elms  College  -  March  5th  and  6th,  Spring  Over¬ 
night  (Tuesday  6:00  p.m.  to  Wednesday,  1:00  p.m.). 
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ANNA  BIALAS 


Anna  Bialas  Named 
Artist  Of  The  Month 

Picked  as  outstanding  artist  for  the  month  of 
January  at  Agawam  High  School  by  Mrs. 
Geraldine  Ann  Schilling-Nordal  is  Anna  Bialas,  a 
sophomore  taking  Crafts. 

She  was  born  in  Wroclaw,  Poland  in  1980  and 
immigrated  to  the  United  States  with  her  family  in 
1985.  She  lives  with  her  parents,  Elizabeth  and 
Les  Bialas,  on  Cooper  Street  and  is  able  to  walk  to 
school  daily. 

Anna  has  two  brothers,  Andre  (22),  who  is  mar¬ 
ried  and  has  returned  to  Poland,  and  Adam  (19), 
who  works  in  the  building  construction  business. 
She  loves  to  draw,  paint,  and  do  projects  at  home 
as  well  as  school. 

Anna  said  no  one  else  in  her  family  can  draw 
and  she  does  not  know  where  her  desire  for  art 
originated.  Her  favorite  subject  matter  is  her 
boyfriend,  Ramon.  She  has  a  dog,  “Malina”  (a 
beagle),  and  two  fish,  all  of  which  were  gifts  from 
him.  Anna  says,  “Art  is  something  I’ve  always  lov¬ 
ed,  and  I  probably  always  will.”  She  is  considering 
a  career  in  design. 

*  *  * 

Seventh  Grade  Artist  of  the  Month  is  Keegan  ^ 
Clark  and  Eighth  Grade  Artist  of  the  Month  is 
Valerie  Cross.  These  names  were  submitted  by 
Mr.  Andrew  Kraus  and  Mrs.  Debora  Florek  of  the 

Agawam  Junior  High  School  faculty. 

*  *  * 

Painting  students  of  Mrs.  Schilling-Nordal  who 
received  an  honorable  mention  in  the  Boston  Globe 
Scholastic  Arts  Awards  are  three  sophomores. 

They  were  Tracy  Butler  for  “The  Aqua  Rimmed 
Mirror,”  Tamzeena  Hutchinson  for  “The  Watch,” 
and  Cheryl  Lanier’s  “Chez  Biffy.”  All  three  are  in¬ 
terested  in  a  career  in  art. 
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Home  Of  The  Week 


FEEDING  HILLS  $134,900 

One  of  the  BEST  BUYS  in  the  town.  2,100  Sq  Ft  Col.  4  BR,  2  Baths,  2  Fpls,  Fam  Rm 
w/skyllghts  &  built  ins.  2  car  gar.  Vinyl  sided  &  more.  Call  now. 

709-0772  Gary  Arnold  789-7589 

3/4  Acre  corner  lot  in  Feeding  Hills.  Treed.  Perced . $39,900 

17  Wooded  Priv  acres  on  Ct  line . $95,000 

6  Rm,  3  BR,  1  Vi  Ba  Cape.  FP  &  gar . $95,000 

2  Acre  parcel  w/5  Rm,  3  BR  Col.  2  car  gar.  Great  loc . $98,900 

Gorgeous  6  Rm  Cape.  3-4  BR.  Oak  kit.  DR,  FPL,  vinyl  sided.  Rec  Rm . $109,900 

Charming  6  Rm,  3  BRCape.  FP.  Gar  &  hdwd  firs.  Quiet  area . $112,900 

6  Rm,  3  BR  Ranch  w/newoakklt,  hdwd  firs . . . $124,900 

6  Rm,  3  BR  R/Ranch.  FP,  gas  heat,  quiet  area . $129,900 

8  Rm,  Col.  w/2,000  Sq.  Ft.  &  2  Car  Gar.,  2  BA,  2  FP,  Skylights . $134,900 

Beautiful  7-plus  Rm  Col  in  pristine  condition,  new  gourmet  kit . $134,900 

New  6  Rm  Ranch,  split  BRs,  2  Baths,  Fpl  &  more . $169,900 

New  4  BR,  2Vi  Bath  Col.  w/2  story  foyer  &  super  floor  plan . . $184,900 

Split  Level  w/2, 500  SF,  C/t,  2 Vi  ba,  C/A.  Great  loc . $189,900 

“ Call  For  A  Free  Market  Analysis ” 

Call  Any  Of  Our  Professional  Hometown  Realtors. 

Home  Gary  Arnold  Linda  Lewis 

Warranty  Shannon  Durand  Dave  MacWiiiiams 

Available  Diane  Metivier  Ronald  Soden 


UIDING  YOUR  WAY  TO 
IUALITY  REAL  ESTATE 


23  Southwick  Street 
Feeding  Hills,  MA  01030 

in  i  — .♦! — tv. 


789-0772 


Winter  Special 

(Gift  Certificates  Available) 
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Off  New  Customers  With  This  Ad 

aine’s  Pet  Salon  -  Featuring  All-Breed  Dog  G rooming 

Using  the  most  up-to-date  tools  available  and  our  promise  to  instruct  you  on 
fmos t  modem  and  up-to<late  grooming  tools  and  flea  products  for  the  proper 
lintenance  of  your  dog. 

702  Springfield  Street,  Feeding  Hills 

(Across  From  Agawam  Police  Station) 

Call  Mon.  -  Sat.  For  Appointment  786-6242 

Walk-Ins  Welcome  7:30  -  11:00  (Except  Saturdays) 

Pet  Sitting  In  Your  HOME 
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Ryder  Says  Problems  At  Agawam  High 
Being  Closely  Worked  On  By  Administration 

by  Kathy  Cassaneflfii 
News  Editor 


< - - - 

Agawam  Schools’ 

Weekly  Lunch  Menu 

Monday,  February  26th:  Cheese- 
topped  pizza,  tossed  garden  salad 
with  spinach  greens  and  creamy 
dressing,  chilled  pineapple  tidbits, 
milk. 

Tuesday,  February  27th:  Oven- 
baked  chicken  nuggets,  seasoned 
mixed  vegetables,  honey  or  mayon¬ 
naise,  bread  &  butter,  apple  crisp 
with  topping,  milk. 

Wednesday,  February  28th:  Roti- 
ni  with  meat  &  spaghetti  sauce, 
creamy  coleslaw,  garlic  bread  & 
butter,  fresh  orange  wedges,  milk. 

Thursday,  February  29th:  Pizza 
burger  in  roll,  steamed  rice,  sea¬ 
soned  green  beans,  fresh  Washing¬ 
ton  apple,  milk. 

Friday,  March  1st:  Grilled  cheese 
sandwich,  pickle  chips,  oven  potato 
puffs  with  catsup,  chocolate  wacky 
cake  with  vanilla  icing  or  fruit  cup, 
milk. 

*  REMINDER:  Elementary  lunch 
is  $1/per  day  or  $5/per  week. 

(NOTE:  Please  remember  to  pur¬ 
chase  your  tickets  on  Mondays  for 
the  week.  Personal  checks  are  ac¬ 
cepted,  payable  to:  The  Agawam 
School  Lunch.) _ 

Westfield  Vo-Tech 
Has  Evening  Adult 
Education  Classes 

Registration  forms  are  now  available  for 
Westfield  Vocational  Technical  High  School’s 
evening  adult  education  classes,  which  will  begin 
on  March  5th. 

Program  descriptions  can  be  obtained  at  the 
school,  33  Smith  Avenue,  Westfield,  and  the 
Westfield  Library,  6  Elm  Street,  Westfield. 

Course  sizes  are  limited,  so  register  early. 
Courses  will  meet  on  Tuesday  and/or  Thursday 
evenings  at  6:30  p.m. 

For  information  on  the  courses  available,  call 
the  Westfield  Vocational  Technical  High  School 
at  (413)  572-6533. 


At  the  February  13th  meeting  of  the  School 
Committee,  Superintendent  of  Schools  Bernard  F. 
Ryder  said  not  all  complaints  from  parents  and 
community  members  about  problems  at  the  High 
School  are  entirely  accurate. 

Ryder  said,  "We’re  trying  to  correct  the  pro¬ 
blems.  We’re  not  perfect,  but  we’re  trying  to  cor¬ 
rect  the  problems  ...  We  invite  you  to  offer  your 
services  to  us.  We  need  your  support.’’ 

Ryder  spoke  of  the  "Big  A  of  Agawam”: 
Academics  first,  he  said,  followed  by  athletics 
and  the  association  of  school  faculty  and  com¬ 
munity  members  working  for  the  betterment  of 
education  in  Agawam. 

In  the  near  future,  an  Informational  evening  will 
be  held  at  the  High  School  for  parents  to  learn 
more  about  the  positive  things  going  on  there, 
Ryder  said. 

Ryder  said  both  he  and  Acting  Principal  Joseph 
Zabielski  will  be  on  hand  to  educate  the  public  as 
to  the  positive  aspects  of  the  High  School  and  to 
answer  questions. 

Ryder  said  committees  are  working  within  the 
School  Department  to  refine  the  curriculum.  This 
is  to  ensure  that  what  is  being  taught  In  the 
schools  conforms  to  the  education  frameworks 
established  by  the  state  as  part  of  Education 
Reform,  and  to  lengthen  the  school  day  in  confor¬ 
mity  with  Education  Reform. 

"Teachers  are  coming  out  of  the  trenches  of 
contentment  and  have  begun  to  march  to  the 
drum  of  Education  Reform,”  Ryder  said. 

Ryder  said  a  positive  spirit  of  success  within 
the  School  Department  is  working  toward  a  longer 
academic  day  to  conform  to  the  requirements  of 
Education  Reform. 

"We  do  have  problems,”  Ryder  said.  "But,  we 

Bay  Path  College 
Slates  Open  House 
For  Sat.,  March  2nd 

Bay  Path  College  will  hold  an  "open  house”  for 
prospective  studfents  on  Saturday,  March  2nd, 
with  registration  scheduled  for  11:30  a.m.  and  a 
luncheon  and  program  set  to  begin  at  12:30  p.m. 

Guests  will  learn  about  the  new  Bay  Path  Col¬ 
lege  Scholars  Program  and  the  financial  aid  and 
scholarships  available  to  them,  and  receive  an 
overview  of  academic  programs  offered  at  the  col¬ 
lege,  including  a  question/answer  session  with 
the  academic  deans. 

A  panel  of  current  Bay  Path  students  will  give  a 
presentation,  and  there  will  be  a  review  of 
athletics,  clubs,  student  government,  performing 
arts  opportunities,  and  other  co-curricular  ac¬ 
tivities.  Also  included  during  the  program  is  time 
for  a  campus  tour,  and  a  president’s  reception  for 
students  and  parents  with  Bay  Path’s  president, 
Dr.  Carol  A.  Leary. 

Prospective  students  interested  in  attending 
the  open  house  are  asked  to  call  the  Bay  Path  Ad¬ 
missions  Office  at  (413)  567-0621  or  toll  free, 
1-800-782-7284. 


shouldn’t  highlight  the  problems  without 
highlighting  our  successes.  The  successes  are  far 
more  numerous  than  the  problems.” 

Students  Are  “Ready  To  Learn”... 

Ryder  said  the  majority  of  the  students  are 
ready  to  learn  and  have  respect  for  school  proper¬ 
ty.  Ryder  called  on  parents  to  direct  their  children 
in  realizing  that  school  facilities  must  not  be 
abused. 

In  an  earlier  interview,  Zabielski  expressed 
some  frustration  at  being  held  accountable  for 
two-year-old  test  scores  on  the  Massachusetts 
Educational  Assessment  Program  for  10th 
graders. 

Zabielski  said  there  is  a  new  team  of  ad¬ 
ministrators  at  the  High  School  dedicated  to  cor¬ 
recting  the  problems  of  the  past. 

School  Committee  member  Louis  Massoia  said 
Agawam  fared  "pretty  well”  in  the  1994  MEAP 
testing  when  compared  with  the  seven  member 
communities  of  the  Lower  Pioneer  Valley  Educa¬ 
tional  Collaborative  (LPVEC),  of  which  Agawam  is 
a  member. 

Massoia  said  Agawam’s  fourth  graders  scored 
first  in  reading,  math,  social  studies,  and  science 
when  compared  to  the  other  seven  LPVEC 
districts.  Compared  to  Its  LPVEC  partners, 
Agawam’s  eighth  graders  scored  first  in  science 
and  third  in  reading,  math,  and  social  studies; 
Agawam’s  10th  graders  scored  first  in  social 
studies,  second  In  science,  and  third  in  reading 
and  math. 

In  addition  to  Agawam,  the  LPVEC  member 
districts  are  East  Longmeadow,  Hamp- 
den/Wilbraham  Regional,  Southwick/Tolland 
Regional,  Longmeadow,  Ludlow,  and  West  Spr¬ 
ingfield. 

Katie  Wells  Named 
“Student  Of  Month’’ 
At  Vo -Tech  Center 

The  Vocational  Technical  Education  Center  of 
Chicopee  has  announced  that  Katie  Wells  of 
Agawam  has  received  a  "Student  of  the  Month” 
award  for  January. 

Individual  students  from  each  program  and 
each  session  (AM/PM)  are  recognized  for  some  or 
all  of  the  following: 

*  The  ability  to  apply  effectively  the  skills 
taught. 

*  Exemplary  behavior  towards  other  students 
and  staff. 

*  An  above  average  willingness  to  work  and  ac¬ 
cept  new  work. 

*  An  outstanding  attitude  of  cooperation. 

*  Continued  good  attendance  in  the  program. 

*  A  strong  desire  to  contribute  to  the  program 
and  the  Voc-Tech  Center. 

Katie  is  enrolled  in  the  Fashion  Design  A.M. 
Session. 

Check  our  classified 


Family  Eye  Care 

656  Springfield  Street 
Feeding  Hills 

789-2106 


Dr.  Richard  Gallerani 

Optometrist 


Accepting : 

Medicare 

Health  New  England 
U.S.  Health  Care 
Mass.  Health 
HMO  Blue 
Aetna 


Children’s  Vision  /  Contact  Lenses 


THE 

LAW  OFFICES  OF 


THOMAS  S.  LOCKE 

*  Real  Estate  Closings  /  Consulting 
*  Auto  Accidents  /  Personal  Injury  /  Insurance  Claims 
*  Settlement  Of  Estates  /  Wills  /  Elderly  Matters 

*  Business  Law  /  Corporate  Matters 
*  Worker’s  Compensation 

430  MAIN  STREET 
SUITE  100  -  CENTRE  BUILDING 
AGAWAM,  MA  01001 

(413)  786-5400  *  FAX  (413)  789-7157 


MARK  BRITTAIN 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  AGAWAM  TIGER  CUB  PACK  78  recently  paid  a  visit  to  the  Agawam 
Police  Station  and  were  greeted  by  Officer  Keith  Bopko.  IN  PHOTO  LEFT  -  (back)  Donna 
O’Connor  (Den  leader)  and  Officer  Bopko.  Front  row  -  Dan  Smith,  Kendrick  O’Connor, 
Joshua  Ilnicky,  Adam  Deliefde,  Richard  Bozanski,  and  Bradley  Johnson.  IN  PHOTO 
RIGHT  -  Officer  Bopko  fingerprints  Tiger  Cub  Adam  Deliefde.  Advertiser  News  photos  by  Jack  Devine. 


GIRL  SCOUTS 

1W  6\RL  pcotifa 
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Each  year  during  the  Christmas  Holidays,  the 
Girl  Scouts  from  the  Agawam  Unit  participate  in  a 
number  of  worthwhile  Service  Projects  for  the 
community.  The  following  is  a  brief  summary  of 
the  events  they  were  involved  with  and  the  Troops 
who  helped  make  them  a  success  this  year: 
“Adop«-a-Child”  Program: 

*  Clark:  D.  Troop  566,  Br.  Troop  558 

*  Granger.  D.  Troop  554 

*  Middle  School:  Jr.  Troop  556,  Jr.  Troop  547 

*  Phelps:  Br.  Troop  587,  Br.  Troop  582,  Jr.  Troop 
557 

*  Robinson  Park:  Jr.  Troop  555,  Br.  Troop  586, 
Br.  Troop  581,  D.  Troop  559,  D.  Troop  538 

This  service  project,  sponsored  by  the  Agawam 
Junior  Women’s  Club,  involves  putting  together  a 
Christmas  basket  for  a  specific  needy  child.  The 
basket  is  filled  with  games,  toys,  clothing,  and 
other  items  that  the  Girl  Scouts  purchase 
themselves  with  Troop  money. 

Ornaments  for  the  Giving  Tree,  nursing  home 
residents,  and/or  parent: 

*  Clark:  D.  Troop  566  (Ornaments  for  the  Giving 
Tree),  Br.  Troop  551  (Ornaments  for  the  Giving 
Tree),  D.  Troop  568  (Wooden  ornaments  for  their 
Darents) 

*  Phelps:  Br.  Troop  580  (Made  musical  or¬ 
naments  for  the  residents  of  Country  Estates),  Br. 
Troop  587  (Made  photo  ornaments  for  their 
parents),  Br.  Troop  582  (The  Giving  Tree  &  crafts  at 

Country  Estates).  ,  . 

*  Granger  B.  Troop  579  (Assorted  ornaments 
for  the  Giving  Tree),  Br.  Troop  585  (Origami  or¬ 
naments  for  the  Giving  Tree). 

*  Jr.  High:  C.  Troop  552 

*  Middle  School:  Jr.  Troop  556  (P[na"Jf  "*5,^ 
the  residents  from  Heritage  HaM  'or  the  Giving 
Tree)  Jr.  Troop  549  (Made  decorations  for 
Heritage  Hall  North),  Jr.  Troop  547  (Ornaments  for 

Robinson  P^ark:  Jr.  Troop  555  (Ornaments  for 
the  Giving  Tree),  Br.  Troop  581  (Deported  a  pic¬ 
ture  frame  with  their  picture  for  their  parents),  or. 
Troop  564  (Ornaments  for  the  Giving  Tree). 

This  service  project  is  sponsored  by  the  Miiion 
Bradley  Corporation.  For  each  ornament  on  tne 
Giving  Tree,  Milton  Bradley  donates  one  toy  to  a 

Wrapping  &  Delivering  Baseball  Cards  for  Gifts: 

*  Clark:  Br.  Troop  584 

*  Granger  Br.  Troop  542  c 

*  Middle  School:  Jr.  Troop  547,  Jr.  Troop  549 

*  Robinson  Park:  Jr.  Troop  555 


This  service  project  involved  wrapping  packs  of 
donated  baseball  cards.  The  cards  were 
distributed  to  the  Shrlners  Hospital,  Brlghtside, 
Ronald  McDonald  House,  and  a  church  in  Spr¬ 
ingfield. 

Caroling  In  the  community: 

*  Clark:  D.  Troop  566  (at  the  Giving  Tree),  Jr. 
Troop  563  (around  Clark  School  neighborhood). 

*  Phelps:  Br.  Troop  580,  Br.  Troop  587  (on  Main 
Street). 

Cards,  Gifts,  and/or  Visits  to  the  Shrlners 
Hospital: 

*  Middle  School:  Jr.  Troop  547 

*  Phelps:  Jr.  Troop  557  together  with  *  Jr.  High: 
C.  Troop  544. 

For  this  service  project,  the  Troops  made  cards 
for  the  children  in  the  hospital.  Two  Troops  visited 
the  Shriners  Hospital.  They  delivered  the  cards 
they  made  and  gifts.  They  also  sang  songs  and 
visited  with  the  children. 

Open  Pantry  Donations: 

*  Granger:  D.  Troop  554 

*  Jr.  High:  C.  Troop  552 

*  Phelps:  Br.  Troop  580 

*  Robinson  Park:  Br.  Troop  545 

This  service  project  involves  collecting  or  pur¬ 
chasing  (with  Troop  funds)  non-perishable  food 
items.  The  items  are  given  to  the  Open  Pantry  for 
their  food  banks. 

Birthday  Boards  at  Heritage  Hall  Nursing  Home: 

*  Clark:  Br.  Troop  558 

*  Middle  School:  Jr.  Troop  556 

*  Phelps:  Br.  Troop  583,  D.  Troop  562 

This  service  project  involves  decorating  the  bir¬ 
thday  boards,  the  girls  decide  on  a  “theme”  and 
use  the  names  of  the  residents  who  are 
celebrating  a  birthday  that  month.  The  boards  are 
on  display  in  the  hallways  all  month  long. 
Donations  for  the  M.S.P.C.A. 

*  Clark:  Br.  Troop  558 

For  this  service  project,  the  girls  collected  old 
towels  and  blankets,  shoe  boxes,  paper  towel 
rolls,  and  other  items  on  the  M.S.P.C.A. ’s  “wish 
list.”  The  Troop  visited  the  animal  shelter  on 
January  30th. 

West  Springfield  Child  Program: 

*  Jr.  High:  C.  Troop  552 

The  girls  went  on  a  guided  tour  of  the  parent- 
child  facilities  and  learned  about  how  this 
organization  helps  give  young  children  and  their 
parents  a  good  start  in  life.  The  girls  also  made 
and  dressed  over  20  corn  husk  dolls  for  the 
children.  Each  doll  had  a  tag  explaining  the  Indian 
Legend.  The  dolls  were  “faceless”  as  a  reminder 
that  no  child  was  better  than  another.  All  children 
are  special  In  their  own  way.  In  addition,  they 
brought  baskets  filled  with  educational  handouts, 
stickers,  ball  &  cup  toys  (they  made),  and  food 
complete  with  a  turkey. 

In  addition,  the  following  Troops  participated  in 
the  Soda  Tab  Collection  in  1994-’95  for  the 
Shrlners  Hospital:  Clark  Troops  549,  551,  584,  and 
563;  Granger  Troops  547,  525.  585,  and  540;  Jr. 
High  Troop  552;  Middle  School  Troop  543;  Phelps 
Troops  546,  587,  and  544  with  557;  Robinson  Park 
Troops  555,  581,  545,  586,  539. 

A  Grand  Total  of  104  pounds  of  tabs  were  col¬ 
lected,  in  all,  for  the  season. 


Mark  Brittain  On  Dean’s  List 
At  Western  New  England 

Mark  Brittain  has  earned  a  place  on  the  Dean’s 
List  for  distinguished  academic  achievement  dur¬ 
ing  the  fall  semester  1995. 

The  son  of  Marsha  and  Paul  Brittain,  Mark  Is  a 
freshman  at  Western  New  England  College  major¬ 
ing  in  Government  and  Criminal  Justice. 

He  Is  a  graduate  of  Agawam  High  School. 

It’s  Phyllis,  Be  George! 


GRANGER  SCHOOL  PRINCIPAL 
PHYLLIS  LEWIS  promoted  the  Washington 
Birthday  holiday  at  the  school  by  dressing  in 
this  get-up  last  Thursday,  Feb.  15th  .  Advertiser 

News  photo  by  Jack  Devine. 

Miss  Agawam  1996  Pageant 
Looking  For  Participants 

The  9th  Annual  Miss  Agawam  Beauty  Pageant 
&  Talent  Competition,  slated  for  April  1st,  at  Chez 
Josef  on  Shoemaker  Lane,  is  seeking  participants 
in  all  age  categories. 

The  event  is  under  the  director  of  Lori  Andruss 
Boyle  of  Feeding  Hills,  owner  and  operator  ot 
Hollywood  Productions. 

For  information  and  entry  form,  please  call 
732-3411. 

Nicole  Brittain  Makes 
Dean’s  List  At  Mitchell 

Nicole  Brittain  of  Feeding  Hills  has  been  nam¬ 
ed  to  the  Dean’s  List  at  Mitchell  College  in  New 
London,  Connecticut. 

Nicole  is  majoring  in  Marine  Biology  and  has 
achieved  a  3.61  grade  point  average.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Gail  Brittain  of  Feeding 
Hills. 
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Agawam  High  School’s  HONOR  ROLL 


GRADE  12 

Alfred  Albano,  Stephen  Bennett, 
Stephanie  Blza,  Alan  Blake,  Kevin  Bovat, 
Nicole  Boyer,  Kelly  Carmody,  Alexander 
Carson,  IV,  Gina  Clncotta,  Jennifer 
Clarke,  Nancy  Cuccovla,  Nicholas  Davlo, 
Christian  DeBonvIlle,  Kirsten  DeCoteau, 
Susan  Deflllpi,  Jason  DeGray,  Michael 
Domaingue. 

Timothy  Drenzek,  Christy  Dubay, 
Sabrina  Ferrari,  Melissa  Fleming,  Nathan 
Frailey,  Jeffrey  Gaylor,  Elizabeth  Gervais, 
Jennifer  Giroux,  Theodore  Gontczaruk, 
Matthew  Grych,  Karen  Hershowitz,  John 
Higgins,  III,  Courtnie  Hyland,  Eric 
Johnson,  Jennifer  Kratovil,  Danielle 
LaBarre,  Courtney  Limbert. 

Carrie  Lock,  Selena  Machia,  Andrew 
Markowski,  Christine  Mazeika,  Kara 
McDade,  David  McDougal,  Elizabeth 
McGrew,  Nathan  Murray,  Rosemarie  Op- 
pedisano,  Mary  Parrotta,  Michael  Perry, 
Erica  Pratt,  Michael  Robinson,  Jeffrey 
Rousseau,  Jamie  Scherban,  Jennifer 
Seybold,  Keith  Sidusky. 

Jennifer  Sparveri,  Maryann  Spring, 
Justin  Stoddard,  Jamie  Thomas,  Kristin 
Tierney,  Marc  Turgeon,  Daniel  Viens,  Erin 
Ward,  Nicole  Weinle,  Carl  Wesley,  Jr., 
Steven  Willett,  Rebecca  Wing,  Amy 
Wisniewski. 

GRADE  11 

Irina  Adzhigirey,  Cindi  Alfano,  Melissa 
Almquist,  Michael  Baggetta,  Gwendolyn 
Beaver,  Christopher  Bednarzyk,  Megan 
Berry,  Ann  Marie  Bianca,  Christopher  Bit- 
zas,  Bethany  Bowrys,  Amy  Bronson, 
Trevor  Brown,  Lori  Bryskiewicz,  Derek 
Carpenter. 

Sharon  Chicklas,  Eric  Clark,  Charles 
Cleveland,  Sarah  Cote,  Melanie 
DeMastrie,  Pamela  Eaton,  Matthew 


Feato,  Sarah  Fede,  Michael  Forastiere, 
Michael  Freeman,  Todd  Godfrey,  Tara 
Grealis,  Wendy  Hughes,  Jason  Jean, 
Keith  Jendza,  Todd  Jorgensen. 

Leslie  Kida,  Adam  Kimball,  Kevin  King, 
Paul  Lalll,  David  Martin,  Philip 
McGeoghan,  Marc  Moccio,  Karen 
Nasiatka,  Michelle  O’Connor,  Lori  O’Dea, 
Jeanne  O’Neil,  Patricia  Olson,  Diane 
Parslow,  Amy  Powell,  Jessica  Przybyla, 
Alyson  Reid,  Stacy  Rennell,  Rita  Resham* 
wala,  Jeffrey  Rivers,  Christie  Ronca. 

Kate  Rouvellat,  Steven  Rovithis,  Megan 
Shannon,  Thomas  Sheridan,  Richard 
Skowyra,  Nicholas  Solecki,  Jennifer 
Stratton,  Christopher  Sullivan,  Kevin 
Tampone,  Melissa  Troie. 

GRADE  10 

Katherine  Anderson,  Heidi  Benton, 
Jonathan  Bernard,  Melissa  Berry,  Sarah 
Bonini,  Robert  Bousquet,  Mary 
Briancesco,  Irene  Brown,  Tracy  Butler, 
Jaime  Callahan,  David  Cassanelli,  Geof¬ 
frey  Ciak,  Amber  Conte,  John  Cordis, 
Kevin  Cornwell,  Jonathan  Couture, 
James  Crowley. 

Andrea  Davis,  Lonnie  DeLuca,  Jill 
DeMarco,  Joseph  DePalma,  Alain  Dion, 
Stefanie  Domaingue,  Sara  Drenzek, 
Aimee  Dubay,  Kristin  Ferguson,  Jessica 
Ferris,  Trisha  Fiorini,  Stephanie  Fleming, 
Seema  Gada,  Linday  Gage,  Vanessa 
Galluzzo,  Heather  Green. 

Shauna  Hadden,  Jessica  Hansen,  Julie 
Heim,  Daniel  Hendrix,  Michele  Ingalls, 
Douglas  Janik,  Jr.,  Christina  Januska, 
Shaun  Kane,  Geoffrey  Krapf,  Julie 
LaFlamme,  Cheryl  Lanier,  Karen  Lapien- 
ski,  Tae  Geon  Lee,  Courtney  Locke,  Jamie 
Luccardi,  Jeffrey  Lyman,  Raena  Major. 

Gary  Mantolesky,  Gina  Markowski,  An¬ 
thony  Marsili,  Bryan  O’Quinn,  Kristen  Pat¬ 


terson,  Ryan  Progulske,  Brooke  Ramah, 
Eric  Robinson,  Jennifer  Rondinelli,  Alison 
Scherban,  Karen  Shaw,  Elisabeth  Shea, 
Shawn  Sherry,  Philip  Silva. 

^  Jennifer  Smlst,  Andrew  St  Jean,  Daryl 
St.  Laurent,  John  Szymczyk,  Angela 
Tassinari,  Bradford  Tilden,  Paul  Tuttle, 
Ryan  White,  Jennifer  Zerra. 

GRADE  9 

Diane  Abdala,  Brett  Adamczyk,  Mat¬ 
thew  Albano,  Daniel  Balbony,  Michelle 
Beaudette,  Pla  Bertone-Gross,  Michelle 
Bltgood,  Erik  Bodurtha,  Franca  Bonavita, 
Kimberly  Bosini,  Danielle  Bourdeau, 
Jessica  Briotta,  Andrea  Cizek,  Glenn  Cor- 
lett,  Melissa  Crough. 

Michael  Defilipi,  Danielle  DeForge,  Ann 
Marie  DiMauro,  Shaunessy  Egan,  David 
Federico,  Joseph  Fiore,  Jason  Flood, 
Christina  Gregory,  Jason  Grimaldi,  Erin 
Hanley,  Edward  Henry,  Larry  Hoague, 
Brian  Howes,  Heather  Hughes,  Alison 
Jackobek,  Gregory  Jubinville,  Evan 
Konopka,  Justin  Kratovil. 

Paul  LaBarre,  Antonio  Laudati,  Robert 
Liard,  Jennifer  Loomis,  Nicole  Macey, 
Brian  Machos,  Barbara  Maloni,  Martha 
Manning,  Diana  Marsh,  Lisa  Marsh,  Jen¬ 
nifer  McGuire,  Leila  Mouneimneh,  Sarah 
Nacewicz,  Dennis  Nelson,  Jennifer  Nied- 
ziela,  Ronald  Ogulewicz. 

Amanda  Peters,  Roberta  Przybyla,  Erin 
Rescigno,  Nikita  Reshamwala,  Rebecca 
Rising,  Crystal  Rivers,  Brian  Rondeau, 
Derek  Rose,  Shelley  Rose,  Christopher 
Rousseau,  Robert  Santaniello,  Mario  San- 
tillo,  Michael  Schmidt,  Alicyn  Siano, 
Aaron  Skowyra. 

Sara  Stevenson,  David  Strole,  Emily 
Tampone,  Joyce-Ann  Tedone,  Laura 
Tenerowicz,  Kara  Tierney,  Robert  Welch, 
Theresa  Wesley,  Robert  Wrigley,  Patricia 
Zerra. 


FOR  YOUR  INVESTMENT  NEEDS 


Consider  Nationwide’s 
Fixed  Annuity  IRA. 


•  Tax  deferred  growth 

•  Principal  and  interest  once  credited 
are  guaranteed  against  lost 

•  No  initial  sales  charge  on  purchase  payments 

•  A  wide  variety  of  annuity  options 

For  more  information  about  Nationwide's  Fixed 
Annuity,  call  our  Agency  for  a  free  brochure. 


Norman  Townsend 

Townsend 
Insurance  Agency 
786-1720 

lf%  NATIONWIDE 
U1  id  INSURANCE 

.  Nationwide  is  on  your  side 

Nationwide'  is  a  leg.stend  federal  service  mark  ol  Nationwide  Mutual  insurance  Company 


Law  Offices  Of 
Patricia  M.  Hebert 
P.C. 


Divorce  &  Family  Law 


•  Visitation 

•  Custody 

•  Adoptions 

•  Prenuptual 

•  Alimony 

Agreements 

•  Child  Support 

•  Modification 

•  Conservator 

•  Estates 

•  Contempt 

•  Restraining 

•  Guardian 

Orders 

•  Mediation 

•  Wills 

|  •  Paternity  | 

786-2211  786-2211 

360  Springfield  Street 
Agawam 
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Sports 


Paro  Leads  Tide  Of 
AHS  Swimmers  At 
WestMass  Meet 


by  Dave  Rollins 

Sports  Editor 


Agawam  High  boys’  swimming  Coach  Dave 
Smith  has  said  it  many  times  this  season:  “We 
have  some  quality  male  and  female  swimmers  In 
our  program.  We  just  don’t  have  the  numbers.” 
That  was  evident  on  both  the  boys'  and  the 

§lrls’  sides  as  they  competed  in  the  Western  Mass 
wim  Meet  last  Sunday  at  Springfield  College. 

Of  the  11  events  Involved  In  the  swimming 
disciplines,  Agawam  had  girls  in  one  champion¬ 
ship  event — the  200  medley  relay.  They  competed 
in  five  consolation  events. 

The  boys  participated  In  the  championship 
rounds  of  the  200  Individual  medley,  the  100  but¬ 
terfly,  and  the  100  breaststroke.  They  were  In  the 
consolation  round  of  the  200  medley  relay,  and 
the  200  free  relay. 

The  200  medley  relay  saw  the  Agawam  girls  In 
lane  6,  which  is  less  than  favorable.  Rachel 
Nlemlec  swam  the  backstroke.  Danielle  DeForge 
handled  the  breaststroke.  The  fly  fell  to  Kristine 
Modzelesky.  Bridget  Donovan  anchored  with  the 
freestyle. 

The  preferred  lanes,  2,3,  and  4,  went  to  Taconlc, 
Westfield,  and  Amherst,  respectively.  Agawam, 
fighting  the  pool  edge  chop,  finished  sixth  with  a 
time  of 207:20.  Westfield  took  the  top  spot. 

Modzelesky  was  in  the  consolation  round  of  the 
200  freestyle.  She  swam  a  2:08.78.  That  put  her 
10th  in  the  overall  competition  In  that  event. 

Niemiec  had  a  place  in  the  50  free  consola¬ 
tions.  But  her  qualifying  time  of  27.51  saw  her  in 
the  first  lane.  She  had  to  fight  the  waves  and 
finished  sixth  for  a  12th-place  overall  finish  in  that 
event. 

Modzelesky,  always  busy,  was  in  the  100  free 
consolations.  She  finished  third  swimming  in  the 
2  lane.  The  effort  gave  her  an  overall  ninth-place 
slot  in  that  event. 

Niemiec,  Kelly  Robinson,  Donovan,  and 
Modzelesky  competed  In  the  200  freestyle  relay. 

Niemiec  was  also  in  the  100  backstroke  con¬ 
solation  round.  She  swam  a  career  best  106.75  to 
finish  sixth  overall. 

The  girls  will  send  five  swimmers  to  the  state 
championships  this  Friday  at  UMASS  Boston: 
Niemiec,  Modzelesky,  Robinson,  Donovan,  and 
DeForge.  The  Agawam  girls  finished  12th  In 

Western  Mass  with  45  points. 

*  *  * 


The  boys  started  their  competition  in  the  200 
medley  relay.  Charlie  Roberta,  Brenden  Kllraln, 
Mike  Robinson,  and  Keith  Paro  were  entered. 
They  came  In  with  a  time  of  1.54:80.  That  gave 
them  an  overall  lOth-place  finish  in  the  event. 

The  championship  round  of  the  200  individual 
medley  saw  Robinson  and  Ki  I  rain  go  into  the 
water  for  the  Brownies.  Robinson  had  lane  4. 
Kilrain  was  stuck  in  1.  Robinson  got  off  to  a  fast 
start.  But  he  was  swimming  against  one  of  the 
best  in  Western  Mass,  Comp’s  Jeff  Kosiorek,  who 
was  the  1994  champ  in  the  event.  Kosiorek  has 
an  awesome  final  kick.  He  used  it  early  to  put 
distance  between  himself  and  Robinson,  beating 
him  by  four  seconds.  While  Robinson  took  second 
with  a  2.04:71,  Kilrain  (battling  the  outside  lane 

blues)  finished  fourth  at  2.11. 

Robinson  was  up  again  in  the  championship 
round  of  the  100  fly.  His  lane  designation,  number 
5,  wasn’t  bad.  But  his  start  could  have  been  bet¬ 
ter.  Also,  he’s  more  of  a  distance  swimmer  In  this 
event  than  a  sprinter.  He  slowly  fell  back  and 1  back 
some  more,  finishing  sixth  with  a  time  of  59.42 
three  seconds  slower  than  the  winner,  Joe 
McMachon  of  Holyoke. 

They  got  into  the  consolation  round  in  the  200 
free  relay.  Unfortunately,  they  also  got  into  lane 1 1. 
Kilrain,  Jonathan  David  Paro,  and  Robinson 
finished  sixth  in  the  event  with  a  time  of  1.40.78. 
Their  overall  finish  was  12th. 

Kilrain  did  the  Brownies  proud  in  the  champion¬ 
ship  finals  of  the  100  breaststroke.  He  came  in 
with  the  best  qualifying  time,  1.05:40.  That  go ihim 
lane  3.  Right  beside  him,  however,  was  Comp  s 
Dan  McLean.. This  was  a  drag  race  between  the 
two  They  were  no  more  than  a  short  arm  apari 
throughout.  Both  are  powerful  breaststrokers. 

McLean  basically  won  it  on  the  final  kick  turn 
off  the  far  wall.  He  got  a  scant  lead  and  held 
Kilrain  off  down  the  stretch,  winning  in  a  time  or 
1.05:06  (to  Kilrain’s  second-place  clocking  or 

°Of7<fourse,  we  can’t  forget  the  diving,  which  was 
neld  on  Saturday.  Agawam’s  irrepressible,  jack-ot- 
ali  swimming  trades,  Keith  Paro,  picked  up  the 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  AGAWAM  HIGH  SCHOOL  boys’  varsity  ski  team  and  their  coach, 
Glenn  Olson,  winners  of  the  B  Division  in  Western  Mass,  for  1995-1996. 


Brownie  Boys’  Skiers  Take 
First-Ever  Western  Mass.  Title 


With  the  completion  of  their  regular  season,  the 
Agawam  High  School  Brownie  boys’  ski  team 
found  themselves  at  the  top  of  the  nine  team  “B” 
division. 

The  consistency  of  the  racers  proved  to  be  the 
major  factor  in  their  bid  for  the  divisional  crown. 
“They  are  young,  hungry,  and  eager  to  learn  the 
sport  of  alpine  skiing,”  according  to  Coach  Olson. 
The  team  this  year  has  been  made  up  of  three 
seniors,  B.J.  Cortis,  Andy  Markowskl,  and  Dan 
Vlens;  two  juniors,  Kevin  Perreault  and  Ben  Weld. 

There  is  also  a  lot  of  talent  In  the 
underclassmen  with  racers  such  as  Steve 
Charest,  Rlckv  Haglund,  Ryan  Progulake,  Daryl  St. 
Laurent,  and  Mike  Savloll.  The  program  has  been 
pushed  forward  by  freshmen  Mike  Deflllpl  and 
Rob  Santanlello. 

Once  again,  Agawam  surpassed  rival  Holyoke 
and  Greenfield  by  over  14  seconds  In  the  last 
slalom  event  on  Thursday,  January  8th.  The 
Brownies  completed  the  season  with  60  points, 
Holyoke  has  54,  and  Greenfield  has  54  points 
toward  the  division  crown. 

Agawam  automatically  qualifies  for  the  state 
meet  by  taking  the  division.  Both  Holyoke  and 
Greenfield  will  share  the  second  placement  with  a 
tie  at  54  points. 

“I  did  not  know  how  the  team  would  do  under 
the  pressure  of  being  on  top  of  their  division," 
said  the  coach.  “It  was  not  easy  to  top  Holyoke 


and  Greenfield.” 

The  program  will  enjoy  its  first  “B”  division  title 
and  Is  aiming  forward  to  the  state  meet  February 

28th  at  Berkshire  East  In  Charlemont,  Mass. 

*  *  * 

Ryan  Progulske  once  again  found  the  slalom  to 
be  his  specialty  with  a  time  of  42.17,  placing  him 
once  again  in  the  top  10  of  the  “B”  division.  Ben 
Weld  completed  his  run  with  a  time  of  42.32,  plac¬ 
ing  him  also  in  the  top  10  of  the  division. 

Kevin  Perreault  again  moved  into  the  top  10 
with  his  time  of  43.17.  And  freshman  Mike  Deflllpl 
rounded  out  the  top  four  of  the  team  with  a  time  of 
47.18.  B.J.  Cortis  secured  the  win  with  his  time  of 
47.97.  Mike  Savloll  crossed  the  finish  line  with  a 
time  of  51.92. 

Andy  Markowskl  and  Steve  Charest  were  claim¬ 
ed  victim  to  equipment  failure  and  did  not  com¬ 
plete  the  course.  "We  are  continually  trying  to 
work  the  bugs  out  so  we  can  continue  to  improve 
our  placement  in  Western  Massachusetts." 

The  Junior  Varsity  Is  again  blasting  open  new 
doors  In  the  league  with  Ricky  Haglund’s  time  of 
29.95.  Rob  Santanello  and  Daryl  St.  Laurent 
negotiated  the  hill  to  complete  their  runs  with 
1  times  of  33.06  and  32.63,  respectively. 

According  to  the  coach,  “These  athletes  are 
setting  the  foundation  of  a  program  that  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  grow  in  Agawam.  The  Improvements  have 
been  huge  this  year  and  I  look  forward  to  the 
future  of  the  program." 


Martin  Relieved  Of  Duties  As 
Agawam  High  Boys’  Hoop  Coach 

by  Dave  Rollins 
Sports  Editor 


On  Tuesday,  February  13th,  the  Agawam  High 
boys’  basketball  team  lost  a  tough  one  to 
Lonameadow,  70-64  at  Kibbe  gym. 

After  it  was  over,  Coach  Mike  Martin  held  his 
usual  post-game  post-mortem,  addressing  the 
team.  Emotions  were  high.  A  player,  who  Martin 
allegedly  belittled  at  practice  a  couple  of  days 
earlier,  decided  then  to  inform  his  parents  of  that 
incident  after  the  Longmeadow  game. 

Athletic  Director  Kathleen  McSweeney  was  told 
about  the  incident  from  the  parents  and  looked  in¬ 
to  it. 

Martin  said  he  was  called  to  a  meeting  in  Ms. 
McSweeney’s  office  on  Wednesday,  February 
14th.  “I  was  informed  of  this  so-called  incident,” 
he  said.  “Ms.  McSweeney  explained  it  to  me.  Then 
she  went  on  to  say  that  she’d  investigated  It  and 
talked  to  various  players  about  the  day  in  ques¬ 
tion.  She  told  me  that  none  of  them  heard  me  say 
anything  out  of  order  to  the  player.” 

then  he  added,  “She  told  me  I  had  her  support 
on  the  matter  and  everything  seemed  in  order." 

Martin  said  he  was  getting  ready  for  the  Friday, 
February  16th  game  against  Chicopee  Comp, 
when  he  was  called  to  another  meeting  at  10:00 
a.m.  on  Thursday  morning,  February  15th. 

“I  assumed  it  was  to  meet  with  the  kids’ 
parents,”  Martin  said.  I  thought  it  was  a  good 
idea.  That  way  we’d  be  able  to  clear  the  air  and  get 
to  the  bottom  of  things." 

What  happened  wasn’t  at  all  what  the  coach 
said  he  was  expecting.  “When  I  got  there  Ms. 
McSweeney  was  convivial,  but  she  gave  me  a 
choice  -  resign  or  be  terminated.  I  was  stunned.  It 
was  something  I’d  never  expected.  I  really  didn’t 
know  what  to  do.” 


Out  Of  A  Coaching  Job... 

Since  then,  Martin  has  been  out  of  a  coaching 
job  with  the  Brownies  basketball  team.  He’s  miss¬ 
ed  the  Comp  game  and  Tuesday  night’s  game  vs. 
Chicopee.  The  duties  are  now  being  handled  by 
junior  varsity  Coach  Gary  Eggleston. 

Martin  was  even  more  shocked  by  the  fact  that 
he  never  saw  anything  like  this  coming.  “I’ve 
never  had  any  problems  with  Ms.  McSweeney.  I 
was  stunned  when  she  didn’t  want  to  renew  my 
coaching  job  last  year.  She  wasn’t  a  big  fan  of  my 
coaching  style,  though.  But  it  was  nothing  per¬ 
sonal.” 

Martin  kept  his  job  with  the  support  of 
Superintendent  of  Schools  Bernard  Ryder.  This 
time  around,  though,  things  are  a  little  different. 
When  reached  for  comment,  Ryder  said  he  totally 
supported  Coach  Martin’s  dismissal. 

“I  started  in  this  business  at  Commerce  High 
School  when  I  was  just  24  years-old.  I’ve  always 
coached  with  a  lot  of  emotion  because  it  got 
positive  results  from  the  kids.” 

During  the  years  from  1972-1982,  he  led  the  Red 
Raiders  to  five  Western  Mass  titles. 

Martin  took  over  at  Agawam  in  1985. 

The  coach  feels  the  unfortunate  Incident  has 
been  poorly  timed.  “We  were  going  for  a  spot  in 
the  Division  One  playoffs,”  he  noted.  “It's  the  kids 
1  feel  sorry  for.  They  need  to  focus  on  that  goal." 

He  has  15  days  after  becoming  aware  of  the 
parental  complaint  to  appeal  the  action  taken 
against  him.  “You  bet  I’m  going  to  appeal  this,” 
he  said.  “I  did  nothing  to  warrant  such  actions." 

McSweeney  said  that  Martin  has  been  given  the 
opportunity  to  retire  rather  than  be  terminated. 
She  would  not  offer  further  comment. 
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Girls’  Ski  Team 
Is  Headed  For 
State  Championships 

The  Agawam  High  girls’  ski  team  has  qualified 
for  the  State  Championships  after  a  very  good 
season.  Due  to  how  well  they  did  during  the 
regular  season,  the  girls  hope  to  be  competitive  at 
the  state  level.  . .  , 

On  February  13th,  the  Western  Mass  n- 
dividuals  Championships  were  held  at  Berkshire 
East  Ski  Area  in  Charlemont.  The  girls  team  was 
well  represented  In  both  disciplines,  Slalom  and 

The  day  started  with  the  Slalom  event  for  the 
girls,  with  168  girls  competing  for  top  spots.  The 
girls’  results  were  as  follows: 

Jody  Bulat,  D.N.F.;  Kelly  Grover,  47.21  (21  st);  Jill 
Pavelcsyk,  55.04  (39th);  Gina  Markowskl,  60.14 
(59th);  Meagan  Morlarty,  62.40  (66th);  Jessica  Fer¬ 
ris,  63.21  (68th);  Almee  Devall,  71.29  (82nd); 
Bridget  Blum,  74.45  (89th);  Jen  Quigley,  D.N.Fj 
Jen  Thibodeau,  D.N.F.;  Beckle  Muttl,  D.N.S.;  and 
Angela  Tasslnarl,  D.N.F. 

The  afternoon  brought  the  girls  to  the  Giant 
Slalom  event,  also  entered  by  168  contestants. 
The  results  were  as  follows: 

Jody  Bulat,  28.10  (10th);  Kelly  Grover,  29.56 
(23rd);  Almee  Devall,  33.51  (52nd);  Jill  Pavelcsvk, 
33.65  (53rd);  Jen  Quigley,  33.84  (54th);  Jen 
Thibodeau,  33.84  (54th  -  tie);  Beckle  Muttl,  34.39 
(63rd);  Meagan  Morlarty,  34.95  (69th);  Jessica  Fer¬ 
ris,  35.34  (73rd);  Bridget  Blum,  35.90  (77th);  Gina 

Markowskl,  D.N.F.;  and  Michelle  Clauson,  D.N.F. 

*  *  * 

Jody  Bulat  received  a  trophy  for  placing  in  the 
top  10  for  the  Giant  Slalom  run.  This  is  quite  an 
honor,  considering  the  number  of  people  that 
entered  the  race.  ...  .  .  . 

The  next  area  of  awards  is  in  the  best  combined 
time  for  the  day.  To  be  eligible,  you  must  com¬ 
plete  both  runs  of  the  day,  and  be  In  the  top  10 
combined  times. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  how  the  girls  placed 
overall  in  the  league  on  combined  times: 

Kelly  Grover,  20th;  Jill  Pavelcsyk,  39th;  Meagan 
Morlarty,  60th;  Jessica  Ferris,  63rd;  Almee  Devall, 
72nd;  and  Bridget  Blum,  77th. 

The  final  category  for  awards  presented,  was 
that  of  top  10  for  the  entire  season.  These  girls 
placed  in  the  top  10  in  division  consistently 
through  the  season.  In  this  category,  the  gins  did 
very  well:  Jody  Bulat  placed  fourth,  and  Kelly 
Grover  placed  sixth.  These  two  girls  placed  In  the 
top  10  each  time  they  raced  this  year  (that  Is  a  ter¬ 
rific  accomplishment). 

Two  years  ago  at  the  State  Championships,  a 
racer  from  the  girls’  team  was  invited  to  the  New 
England  Championships,  the  first  time  ever  for 
the  school.  This  year,  there  are  a  couple  of  racers 
with  the  potential  to  achieve  this  honor,  so  let’s 
wi$h  them  luck. 

Games  And  Lanes 
Indoor  Soccer  Leagues 

(Standings  As  Of  Feb.  19, 1996) 


U-12  BOYS 

W  L  T  P 

Agawam  Dynamos 

7  0  0  14 

North  Branch 

5  1  1  11 

Westfield 

3  3  0  6 

Agawam/Hearn 

14  13 

Hampshire  United 

0  7  0  0 

U-14  BOYS 

W  L  T  P 

Berzerkers 

6  0  0  12 

Tube  Products 

4  119 

Agawam  Express 

3  10  6 

Blue  Devils 

2  3  15 

Revolution 

13  13 

Agawam  Intown 

0  3  3  3 

Agawam  Vipers 

0  5  0  0 

U-12  GIRLS 

W  L  T  P 

Berkshire 

5  0  0  10 

Agawam 

3  2  0  6 

Longmeadow 

14  0  2 

Holyoke 

14  0  2 

U-17  BOYS 

HIGH  SCHOOL  DIVISION 

W  L  T  P 

Holyoke  S.C.  Green 

5  1  0  10 

Agawam  Juniors 

5  1  0  10 

Milne  El  Fuego 

3  3  0  6 

Agawam  Dntown 

2  3  15 

Holyoke  S.C.  Gray 

2  3  15 

Westfield  Bombers 

0  6  0  0 
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Chicopee  Beats  Brownie  Hoop  To  Force 
Must-Win  Vs.  Amherst  For  Tourney  Berth 


by  Dave  Rollins 
Sports  Editor 


Things  were  looking  mighty  glum  around  the 
Agawam  High  boys’  basketball  locker  room  Tues¬ 
day  night.  They’d  Just  lost  to  Chicopee,  68-53. 

It  was,  in  many  ways,  a  “must  win  game 
because  if  they  had  Indeed  prevailed,  they  would 
have  made  the  Western  Mass  tournament.  And 
they  would  have  done  it  on  Senior  Night  (Chris 
Day,  Jeff  Rousseau,  Dave  Murphy,  and  Joe 
Albano  were  honored)  in  front  of  the  hometown 
folks  up  at  Kibbe  gym. 

Now,  they’ll  have  a  “must  win  situation  Thurs¬ 
day  night  on  the  road  against  tough  Amherst,  the 
Valley  Wheel  top  dogs  at  15-4  (9-0).  A  Brownie  loss 
will  end  the  season.  .  .  c  .  .. 

At  this  writing,  Agawam  Is  9-10  and  4-5  in  the 
Valley  Wheel.  If  they  should  beat  Amherst  Thun>- 
day  night,  it  will  be  the  first  time  since  the  1992-93 
season  that  they’ve  made  the  Division  I  tourna- 

m?One  positive  note:  last  year,  they  beat  Amherst 
at  the  end  of  the  year  for  one  of  their  three  wins, 
so  it  could  happen.) 

Even  though  they’d  lost  to  Chicopee  earlier  in 
the  season  and  the  Pacers  are  tournament-bound, 
Agawam  had  a  good  chance  in  this  one.  More 
than  once  they  closed  on  Chicopee.  But  then,  they 
saw  the  Pacers  pull  away  again.  “We  must  have 
missed  six  or  seven  bunnies,”  Coach  Gary  Eg¬ 
gleston  observed,  referring  to  the  missed  easy 
lay-ups.  "You  can’t  do  that  and  hope  to  stay  with 
those  guys.” 

The  Pacers  started  out  with  a  hot  hand,  hitting 
their  first  four  field  goals  in  a  row,  while  the 
Brownies  went  1-5.  Chicopee  led  9-2  with  2:30 
gone. 

Both  teams  were  playing  man-to-man.  However^ 
Agawam  (which  can  run  against  most  teams)  had 
trouble  getting  the  track  shoes  warmed  up  this 
night.  At  11:28,  the  Pacers  were  up  15-6.  One 
reason  was  the  fact  that  their  two  high-scoring 
stars — center  Jason  Fay  (21  points  including  a 
three,  4-6  from  the  line,  13  rebounds,  13  assists) 
and  Mikey  Wray  (22  points  including  a  three,  3-4, 
6  rebounds)— were  taking  the  ball  to  the  hole. 
Each  had  14  points  in  the  first  half.  That  kind  of 
production  set  Agawam  back  on  its  heels  a  bit. 

Chicopee  was  also  doubling  up  effectively  on 
the  Brownie  with  the  ball.  Yet,  with  3:35  left  in  the 


half,  they  were  only  down  20-16  and  definitely  still 
In  the  hunt. 

With  10  seconds  left  In  the  half,  Agawam  trail¬ 
ed  28-23.  However,  a  Wray  three-pointer  put  the 
Pacers  up  by  eight,  ending  the  first  half  In  their 

^Agawam  went  11-24  (45  percent)  and  1-5.  They 
had  only  five  turnovers.  They  managed  only  seven 

r6  Chicopee,  behind  Fay  and  Wray,  shot :  1 3-22  (59 
percent)  from  the  field  and  3-4  from  the  line.  They 
had  11  rebounds  and  eight  turnovers. 

Brownies  Pick  Up  Tempo  In  Second  Half... 

Agawam,  realizing  the  importance  of  the  game 
and  feeling  it  still  had  a  good  chance  to  win,  pick¬ 
ed  up  the  tempo  in  the  second  half.  And  for  a  time, 
they  outpaced  the  Pacers.  The  score  was  33-31, 
Chicopee  with  2:20  gone. 

The  score  was  36-33,  Pacers  at  the  11:55  mark, 
when  a  trey  by  the  Brownies’  Nick  Dion  (3  points,  2 
rebounds)  tied  it  up. 

However,  eight  points  by  Chicopee  s  Tom  Klett 
on  a  bucket  and  then  two  threes,  put  his  team  up 
46-38  at  9:44.  ,  IX 

Then  the  Pacers  went  into  a  half-court  press 
that  seemed  to  bother  the  Brownies.  But  the 
locals  didn’t  give  up.  At  7:05,  they  closed  the  gap 
and  only  trailed,  46-42. 

Most  of  the  effort  was  coming  from  Todd 
Jorgensen  (12  points,  0-1,  2  rebounds),  Brian 
Menard  (9  points  including  a  three,  6  rebounds), 
and  Phil  McGeoghan  (11  points  including  3-5  from 
the  line,  7  rebounds). 

But  the  Pacers  started  to  go  underneath  again. 
Fay,  who  had  nine  rebounds  in  the  second  half, 
was  controlling  the  boards.  Agawam,  when  they 
drove,  had  to  contend  with  him.  The  result  was 
missed  lay-ups.  A  Fay  two  put  the  Pacers  up  59-47 
with  2:20  left  and  spelled  the  beginning  of  the  end 
for  the  Brownies. 

Agawam  shot  12-31  (38  percent)  from  the  field 
and  4-7  from  the  stripe.  They  played  basically 
error-free  ball,  committing  only  three  turnovers 
for  a  game  total  of  eight.  They  pulled  down  16  re¬ 
bounds. 

The  Pacers  drained  14-28  (50  percent)  from  the 
floor  and  6-7  (85  percent)  from  the  line.  They  had 
six  turnovers  and  17  boards. 


Bay  west  Kamikazes  Continue  To  Roll 
After  Victories  Over  Enfield  &  Nonotuck 


The  Baywest  Kamikazes  are  surely  on  their  way 
to  the  NHL  If  their  winning  style  keeps  up  through 
the  playoffs!! 

Adam  Roy,  the  team  goalie,  has  adopted  a  com¬ 
bination  style  of  aerobics  and  baseball  as  he  rare¬ 
ly  lets  the  opposing  teams  score.  In  recent  games 
against  Enfield  and  Nonotuck,  Adam  handily 
caught  the  puck  like  a  catcher  pockets  the  ball  in 
his  glove!! 

He  held  the  scores  at  3-1  and  7-4,  respectively. 
Along  with  Adam,  centers  Brandon  Reiser  and  An¬ 
thony  Bragga  have  controlled  the  puck  and 
dominated  the  seasons  scoring  with  their 
breakaway  techniques  weaving  in  and  out  of  the 
opposition  to  bring  the  puck  home  to  the  net. 

WTM  and  Holy  Name  have  felt  the  wrath  of 


defensemen  Eric  Clborowski,  Mike  Perron,  Mike 
Peetros,  and  Mike  Dupuis  who  worked  hard  to  dig 
out  the  puck  and  send  it  down  the  boards  to  keep 
it  in  play  and  keep  up  the  scoring  efforts. 

To  complete  the  winning  combination,  for¬ 
wards  Roger  Coughlin,  Kevin  Lang,  Travis 
Schwamb,  Mark  Suchy,  and  Chris  Nault  use  their 
breakaway  opportunities  taking  multiple  shots  on 
goal  to  keep  up  the  team  record  of  9-5-2. 

The  kids  are  doing  great,  thanks  to  the  solid  en¬ 
couragement  and  awesome  coaching  style  of 
Todd  Petros,  Paul  Coughlin,  and  Anthony  Bragga. 
The  three  of  you  set  a  solid  example  that  all  of  our 
“little  men”  will  remember  for  years  to  come. 

Stay  tuned  for  the  playoffs,  playdowns, 
playups,  and  all  that  jazz! 


Check 

our 

classified 
pages 
every 
week 
AAN 
Just 
$10  for 
30  words 
or  less! 


The  Agawam  Soccer 

Association 
is  looking  for  coaches. 

We  need  coaches  for  Under  9  girls  and 
Under  9  boys  in  the 
Pioneer  Valley  League 

The  Spring  season  begins  April  13, 1996. 

If  you  are  interested  in  coaching, 
please  call  Steve  Fox:  789-2425 


February  22, 1996 


Northampton  Poses 
No  Problem  For 
Brownies  Girls 


by  Dave  Rollins 

Sports  Editor 

Agawam  High  girls’  basketball  Coach  Lou  Con¬ 
te  says  it’s  tough  for  his  team  to  win  up  in  Nor¬ 
thampton.  Someone  should  have  reminded  the 
Brownies  of  that  last  Thursday  night,  because 
they  had  little  trouble  handing  the  Blue  Devils  a 
64-41  thrashing. 

Agawam  went  to  13-3  and  8-1  after  the  game. 
’Hamp  was  still  trying  for  a  Western  Mass,  playoff 
berth  with  a  record  of  9-8,  3-4. 

Agawam  was  led  by  freshman  guard  Barbara 
Maloni  (16  points,  including  4-6,  two  rebounds) 
and  sophomore  guard  Kristen  Patterson  (14 
points,  including  two  threes  and  1-2  from  the  line, 
7  rebounds).  But  all  11  Brownies  played  and  all 
had  a  hand  in  the  victory. 

Tough  Defense  On  Both  Sides 

Early  on,  the  game  was  marked  on  both  sides 
by  tough  defense.  Agawam,  as  usual,  was  in  a 
man-man  defense  (off  of  a  full  court  press). 
’Hamp,  knowing  it  couldn’t  match-up,  played  a 
2-1-2  zone. 

“They  were  trying  to  make  us  go  underneath  to 
score,”  Conte  noted.  Well,  that’s  just  what 
Agawam  did.  Pia  Bertone-Gross  used  her  smooth- 
as-silk  turnaround  jumper  in  the  paint  to  score  12 
points.  She  also  pulled  down  four  boards.  Jamie 
Thomas  refused  to  be  denied  beneath  the  hoop  as 
well.  She  had  six  points.  She  contributed  six  re¬ 
bounds. 

At  the  9:00  mark,  Agawam  took  the  lead  for 

good  at  10-8.  The  press  was  driving  the  Blue 
evils  nuts.  At  the  7:45  mark,  the  hosts  committed 
three  straight  turnovers.  When  they  got  back  into 
their  zone,  Agawam  was  able  to  pass  over  it  with 
deadly  accuracy.  More  than  once  the  ’Hamp 
coaches  were  screaming,  “Hands  up!” 

It  was  more  like  a  holdup.  The  Blue  Devil  zone, 
becoming  aware  of  the  Brownie  scoring  muscle 
down  low,  began  to  collapse  into  itself.  That  made 
life  out  front  a  little  easier  for  Agawam  snipers 
like  Amber  Conte  (7  points,  including  1-2,  three  re¬ 
bounds). 

The  Brownies'  frantic  pace  was  taking  its  toll. 
Northampton  had  nine  turnovers  with  four 
minutes  to  go.  Agawam,  facing  a  halfcourt  game, 
had  only  two. 

The  half  ended  33-17,  Agawam.  AHS  went  13-31 
(including  two  threes)  from  the  floor  and  5-9  from 
the  stripe.  They  had  only  four  turnovers,  which 
should  tell  opposing  scouts  that  when  the 
Brownies  have  a  chance  to  set  up,  they  take  full 
advantage  of  the  opportunity.  They  outrebounded 
’Hamp,  but  only  17-16. 

The  Blue  Devils  hit  6-22  (including  1  three)  from 
the  field.  They  drained  4-10  from  the  line.  Twelve 
turnovers  hurt  them. 

It  was  obvious  that  'Hamp  was  going  to  have  to 
overcome  a  shyness  for  shooting  if  it  was  going  to 
come  back  in  the  second  half. 

Locals  Do  What  It  Takes 
Agawam,  on  the  other  hand,  isn’t  so  reluctant. 
They’ll  put  it  up  from  the  parking  lot  if  that’s  what 
it  takes.  The  score  stood  at  39-20,  Agawam,  with 
three  minutes  gone. 

Agawam  was  attacking  the  Blue  Devil  zone  in 
the  classic  fashion  -  taking  it  on  down  low  and  up 
top.  After  awhile,  they  had  the  Devils  walking,  or 
running,  as  it  were,  on  their  heels. 

For  a  minute  or  so,  Agawam,  up  45-24,  went  into 
a  2-3  zone  at  the  9:59  mark.  It  put  some  gas  back  in 
their  tank  and  they  were  back  to  sprinting.  The 
Brownies  were  doing  all  the  things  a  dominating, 
offense-oriented  club  has  to  do:  cutting,  setting 
picks,  executing  the  give-and-go,  and  plck-and- 
roll.  They  were  running  ’Hamp  ragged. 

As  the  game  wound  down,  the  Brownies,  sens¬ 
ing  the  win,  began  to  freelance.  At  3:38,  it  was 
52-33.  The  Blue  Devils  tried  a  press  of  their  own. 
Not  only  wasn’t  it  a  very  good  one  but  it  was  a  full 

^As^he^'game  wore  down,  Bertone-Gross, 
Thomas,  Patterson,  and  junior  Lisa  Reveruzzl  (4 
points/3  rebounds)  banged  the  glass  for  four  of¬ 
fensive  rebounds  as  the  Devils  were  thinking 
about  hot  showers  and  a  hot  meal  back  at  home. 
The  scoreboard  said  two  things  with  two  minutes 
left,  57-36  Agawam  and  over! 

Agawam  went  13-30  and  2-4  from  the  stripe  in 
the  second  half.  AHS  had  only  four  turnovers  and 
19  rebounds  didn’t  hurt,  either. 

Northampton  8-26,  9-12  committed  only  six  tur 
novers.  They  grabbed  11  boards.  In  the  end,  they 
just  couldn’t  match  up. 


Check  our  classified 
pages  every  week 
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Sportsmen's 
cgorner  j 

— By  Bill  Chiba — 

1003  No.  Westfield  St.  » 

F.H.,  MA  01030  " _ 

Calling  All  “Turkeys”!!! 

The  Massachusetts  Turkey  Calling  Champion¬ 
ship  will  take  place  this  Saturday  at  the  Sport¬ 
smen  Show  at  the  Eastern  States  Exposition 
Grounds.  The  show  hours  are  Thursday,  February 
22nd,  3:00  to  10:00  p.m.;  Friday,  February  23rd, 
1:00  to  9:00  p.m.;  Saturday,  February  24th,  9:00 
a.m.  to  8:00  p.m.;  and  Sunday,  February  25th,  9:00 
a.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 

Competition  will  be  in  the  senior  resident,  fric¬ 
tion,  and  junior  open  categories,  according  to 
Steve  Peperis,  president  of  the  Western  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Longbeards  Chapter  of  the  National 
Wild  Turkey  Federation. 

Trophies  and  cash  prizes  will  be  awarded,  and 
NWTF  judges  will  officiate. 

Contestants  can  register  at  the  main  office  of 
the  Better  Living  Center  of  the  Eastern  States  Ex¬ 
position  prior  to  the  1:00  p.m.  contest.  The  entry 
fee  is  $15. 

Trout  Unlimited  Offers  Scholarship 

The  Pioneer  Valley  Chapter  of  Trout  Unlimited 
will  again  offer  a  full  $400  tuition  Allan  R.  An¬ 
drews  Memorial  Scholarship  to  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Junior  Conservation  Camp. 

John  F.  Teahan  said  the  scholarship  to  the  June 
30th-July  12th  program  in  Plymouth  is  to  train 
future  conservation  leaders  in  environmental 
sciences  and  traditional  outdoors  skills. 

It  is  available  to  Hampden  County  youths  ages 
14  to  17.  Anyone  interested  should  send  an  essay 
of  approximately  500  words  on  the  subject 
“ Should  Protecting  Our  Natural  Resources  Be  Impor¬ 
tant  For  Me?”  to  Teahan,  P.O.  Box  1837,  Westfield, 
MA  01086,  by  April  6th. 

State  Snaps  Up  Land 

The  Division  of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife  has  pur¬ 
chased  427  acres  of  former  campground  land  in 
Palmer  and  Warren  for  conservation. 

The  property  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  conservation  tracts  in  the  county.  The 
land  (225  acres  of  which  lies  in  Warren  and  the  re¬ 
maining  in  the  extreme  northeast  tip  of  Palmer) 
was  sold  by  Package  Machinery  of  Somers,  Con¬ 
necticut,  for  $200,000. 

“Part  of  the  reason  for  this  purchase  was  that 
their  price  was  so  attractive,”  said  William 
Steinmetz,  the  division’s  Connecticut  Valley 
Wildlife  district  land  agent.  The  acquisition  brings 
the  total  land  area  purchased  in  Palmer  and  now 
owned  by  the  state  for  conservation  purposes  to 
just  over  1,100  acres. 

Deer  Season  Sets  New  Record 

Final  figures  for  the  1995  deer  hunting  season 
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(from  the  state  Division  of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife) 
report  a  total  of  11,343  deer  were  taken,  making 
this  the  most  successful  season  in  the  Bay  State. 

There  were  63  females  to  every  100  males 
taken.  The  figures  show  that  we  have  a  very 
healthy  herd. 

Ask  And  You  Shall  Receive... 

The  Division  of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife  Is  looking 
for  comments  from  sportsmen  and  has  set  up  a 
24-hour  answering  machine. 

Richard  Hartely,  the  division’s  warm  and  cool 
water  fishing  project  leader,  said  the  state’s  first 
fishing  comments  line  is  part  of  the  1-800-ASK- 
FISH  network,  which  provides  a  variety  of  ser¬ 
vices  from  stocking  schedules  to  the  locations  of 
boat  landings. 

The  “comments  only”  line  is  checked  at  least 
once  a  week,  and  appropriate  comments  are  for¬ 
warded  to  the  various  division  personnel. 

The  line  is  sponsored  by  the  Sport  Fishing  Pro¬ 
motion  Council,  utilizing  Wallop  Breault  funding 
from  the  11%  tax  on  fishing  equipment. 

DFW  Goes  “On  Line” 

Hang  onto  your  “mouse”!  Grab  your  “Web- 
surfing”  board!  The  DFW  has  a  page  on  the  World 
Wide  Web  which  will  enable  Internet  explorers  to 
find  out  about  the  Division  of  Fisheries  and 
Wildlife,  regulations,  opportunities,  literature,  and 
much  more. 

Here  you  will  be  able  to  find  up-to-date  regula¬ 
tions,  get  a  listing  of  publications,  scan  state 
fishing  records,  read  the  most  recent  press 
releases  and  the  DFW’s  exciting  quarterly 
publication,  Massachusetts  Wildlife. 

Try  it  out  yourself!  Visit  the  Division’s  pages  at 
http://www.state.ma.us/dfwele. 

Mass.  Enters  Boone  &  Crockett  Record  Book 

The  Boone  and  Crockett  Club  has  issued  a  third 
edition  of  its  "Records  of  North  American 
Whitetail  Deer,”  and  for  the  first  time,  a 
Massachusetts  deer  has  been  listed. 

Each  state  record  (typical  and  non-typical)  is 
featured  with  a  full-page  photograph  along  with 
vital  statistics  about  who  took  it  where  and  when. 
Vital  rack  statistics  plus  date  and  location  of  the 
kill  are  included  for  each  entry. 

Massachusetts  is  seeing  an  increase  in  large 
healthy  deer,  and  it  was  just  a  matter  of  time  until 
one  or  more  of  the  state’s  large  bucks  was  scored 
for  the  B  &  C  Records  program.  The  honor  goes  to 
Thomas  W.  Bombard  for  a  buck  taken  in  1992. 

Other  states  having  first-time  listings  in  this 
edition  are  Delaware  and  New  Hampshire. 

Copies  of  “Records  of  North  American 
Whitetails”  may  be  obtained  from:  Tne  Boone  and 
Crockett  Club,  250  Station  Drive,  Missoula,  MT 
59801-2753,  Tel.  (406)  542-1888. 

The  annual  banquet  of  the  Pioneer  Valley  Boat 
and  Surf  Club  will  be  held  at  the  Casa  Di  Lisa  in 
Agawam  on  Saturday,  March  2,  1996.  A  family- 
style  meal  will  be  served. 

Peter  K.  will  be  taking  reservations  until 
February  28,  1996.  Cocktail  hour  starts  at  6:00 
p.m.,  and  dinner  will  be  served  promptly  at  7:30 
p.m. 

The  club  topped  the  Hartford  Surf  Club  for  the 
Championship  Award  this  year. 


Please  remember  that  our  deadline  is 
every  Tuesday  at  noontime.  Thanks. 


SWIMMING  - 
from  Page  37... 

torch  from  last  year's 
champ,  Tim  Church 
(also  from  AHS),  and 
became  the  Western 
Mass  champion  for 
1996. 

The  Brownie  boys 
finished  the  meet  in 
eighth  place  with  71 
points.  Comp  won  it 
with  196. 

The  boys  will  send 
three  competitors  to 
the  states:  Paro 
(diving),  Robinson  (200 
I.M.  and  500  freestyle) 
and  Kilrain  (200  I.M. 
and  100  breaststroke). 

It  might  also  be 
noted  that  Coach  Smith 
was  honored  before  the 
meet  with  a  nice  trophy 
from  his  peers,  in 
recognition  for  his  25 
years  as  a  swimming 
coach.  He  laughed 
about  it. 

“Gee,  it  makes  me 
realize  how  long  I’ve 
been  around.  It’s  also 
very  nice  to  be  honored 
by  all  my  friends,”  he 
said. 


Bob  Longo 
Construction 

20  YeaTS  Specializing 
In  Additions 

Free  Custom  Design 

Agawam 

789-0758 

•  Add  A  Second  Story  To  Your  Home  -  Or  A  Dormer 
•Turn  Your  Existing  Basement  Into  A  Family  Room  &  Bath 

•  Porches  &  Sunrooms 

•  »Add  Living  Space  With  A  Custom  Designed  Deck 

•  Mastic  Vinyl  Siding 

•  Window  Replacement,  Vinyl  Or  Wood 

All  Backed  By  Bob  Longo’s  Reputation 
For  Quality  &  Dependability 

FULLY  iNSURED  —  FREE  ESTIMATES 

All  Work  Completed  Quickly  &  Efficiently 
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Brownies 
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Hold-Off  Chicopee  Charge 


To  Win  Shoot-Out,  85-74 


by  Dave  Rollins 
Sports  Editor 


If  you  play  no  defense  and  just  use  your  con¬ 
siderable  athletic  ability,  sometimes  you  can  win 
a  basketball  game.  You’ll  please  the  crowd  for 
sure.  Opposing  scouts  in  the  stands,  however,  will 
be  licking  their  chops. 

Last  Saturday  afternoon,  all  those  factors  danc¬ 
ed  together  as  the  Agawam  High  boys’  basketball 
team  beat  Chicopee  Comp  for  the  second  time 
this  season,  85-74. 

This  game  was  big  for  the  Brownies.  They  need 
to  win  one  of  their  last  two  games  now  (at  this 
writing,  Chicopee  and  Amherst)  to  qualify  for  the 
Western  Mass,  tournament.  It  had  been  two  of 
three  before  this. 

At  this  writing,  Agawam  is  at  9-9  (4-4)  and  is  still 
in  it.  The  Colts  are  out  to  pasture. 

Once  again,  Agawam  did  what  it  set  out  to  do  at 
the  start  of  the  year  -  run  and  press.  That  meant  a 
nice  Agawam  transition  game.  That  meant  the 
track  meet  was  on.  They  were  up  9-2  at  the  12:31 
mark. 

It  didn’t  take  long  for  the  Colts  to  catch  on.  If 
they  didn’t  get  into  the  footrace,  they  were  going 
to  be  embarrassed.  Comp  Coach  Dan  Franczek 
called  a  time-out  at  that  time.  He  yelled  at  his 
team,  “You  don’t  look  like  you  want  to  play  this 
game!"  It  wasn’t  that  they  didn’t.  They  just 
couldn’t. 

At  the  10:00  mark,  Agawam  was  up  18-10. 

Agawam’s  junior  forward  Phil  McGeoghan  (19 
points,  including  3  threes,  4-4,  11  rebounds)  got 
the  range  early  on  (13  first-half  points).  He  had 
those  13  with  6:10  to  go  in  the  half. 

Just  Shooting  ...  No  Plan 

Comp  started  to  get  disorganized  when  it  was 
31-16  at  the  4:50  mark.  They  were  just  shooting, 
with  no  plan.  Their  man-man  defense,  which 
they’d  employed  from  the  start,  was  a  thing  in 
name  only.  But  then,  so  wasn’t  Agawam’s  as  well. 

This  was  run  and  gun  to  the  10th  degree.  Joe 
Albano  (26  points,  including  8-9,  8  rebounds)  was 
thriving,  as  was  sixth  man  Bryan  Menard  (11 
points,  including  a  three,  6  rebounds).  And  Todd 
Jorgensen  (13  points,  including  3  threes)  chipped 
in  because  he  has  a  taste  for  high  speed.  Chris 
Bitzas  (2  points,  two  rebounds)  played  his  usual 
snare  drum  tight  defense  to  complement  the 
scorers. 

Comp,  after  realizing  it  can’t  run  with  the 
Brownies,  decided  to  try  a  half  court  game  as  the 
half  wound  down.  The  Brownies  yanked  them 
right  out  of  it.  At  2:34  they  were  up,  39-24. 


The  half  ended,  46-30,  Agawam. 

Agawam  shot  17-28  with  five  threes  (60  percent) 
and  4-5  from  the  line.  They  had  16  boards  and  six 
turnovers. 

Comp  went  8-22  from  the  field.  They  hit  5-12 
from  the  line.  They  had  nine  boards.  They  commit¬ 
ted  eight  turnovers.  The  story  was  simple  for  them 
for  the  whole  game.  Only  two  guys  did  anything, 
Bill  Pagel  (33  points,  including  3-3,  6  rebounds) 
and  Louis  Shelton  (8  points,  8  rebounds). 

Pagel  was  hungry.  He  was  frustrated.  He  went 
to  the  hole  because  none  of  the  other  Colts  could. 
But  to  his  credit,  he  tried  mightily  to  bring  them 
back  at  12:40.  He  got  five  points  by  himself  to 
make  it  53-41. 

Albano,  cool  as  a  gunfighter,  saw  this,  drove 
the  lane,  laid  it  in  and  hit  the  foul  shot.  He 
negated  Pagel’s  effort  and  served  notice  that  AHS 
wasn’t  going  to  let  this  slip  away. 

The  Colts  tried  to  penetrate  when  Agawam  was 
up  60-41  at  the  1 1  minute  mark.  They  ran  into  a  top 
side  defense  made  up  of  Jorgensen,  Jeff 
Rousseau  (7  rebounds),  and  Albano. 

Brownie  Faithful  Lovin’  It 

At  7:18  the  game  became  totally  undisciplined. 
The  Brownie  faithful  love  It.  Agawam,  at  one 
point,  event  went  into  a  1-3-1  zone. 

Comp  tried  a  press.  It  was  a  desperation 
defense.  They  played  it  like  their  feet  were  glued 
to  the  floor. 

With  24  seconds  left,  down  83-73,  Comp  called 
a  time-out.  Why?  They  were  finished. 

The  Brownies  put  it  up  36  times  in  the  second. 
They  drained  19.  They  put  down  10-15  from  the 
line.  They  turned  it  over  seven  times,  not  bad  for 
the  crazy  way  they  played.  They  ripped  down  27  re¬ 
bounds. 

Comp  tossed  up  25  shots,  of  which  10  fell.  They 
hit  10-16  from  the  line.  They  only  had  seven  tur¬ 
novers.  But  their  10  boards  showed  they  couldn’t 
tough  it  out. 

Listen  up!  Agawam,  in  this  game,  outrebound- 
ed  Comp,  43-19. 

“We  took  this  game  too  lightly  towards  the 
end,”  Menard  commented. 

Bitzas  noted,  “We  knew  we’d  win  it.”  And  Dave 
Murphy  admitted,  "We  shoot  it  up  whenever  we 
can.” 

Bitzas  also  made  a  point.  “We  have  to  pick  up 
our  defense.” 

He’s  right.  In  the  tournament,  teams  like  Cen¬ 
tral  and  Holyoke  will  feed  on  a  dissipated  ‘D.’ 


NO  ONE  covers  all  the  hometown  sports 


like  us,  every  week.  DAVE  ROLLINS  is 
another  reason  you  turn  our  pages!!! 
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Baywest  Hawks  Squirts 
Post  Impressive  Record 
Of  11-3-2  In  Hockey 

The  Baywest  Hawks  Squirts  9-10  hockey  team 
has  found  the  way  to  win  close  games  and  have 
blown  away  the  competition  in  others.  Starting 
the  season  in  November  with  four  wins,  no  losses, 
and  two  ties,  the  Hawks  are  currently  boasting  a 
six  game  win  streak  and  an  impressive  11-3-2 
record  in  the  Greater  Springfield  League. 

This  past  week,  they  posted  wins  over  Tri-City 
and  WTM,  and  picked  up  their  third  loss  of  the 
season  to  Holy  Name,  ending  a  six  game  win 
str6dk 

After  falling  behind  1-0  to  first  place  Tri-City, 
Baywest  stormed  back  with  two  goals.  The  first 
goal  was  scored  by  Alan  Bishop  with  assists  from 
Tommy  Douglas  and  Mike  Alfano.  Tommy 
Douglas  scored  the  go-ahead  with  help  from 
Shayne  Conlon.  Tri-City  came  back  to  tie  the 
game  at  2-2  in  the  second  period. 

The  battle  continued  into  the  third  period  when 
Evan  Messer  blasted  in  the  game  winner  after 
receiving  a  great  pass  from  Alan  Bishop.  Brian 
Cronin  scored  the  final  goal  with  a  nice  individual 
effort.  The  4-2  win  boosted  the  Hawks  into  a  first 
place  tie  with  Tri-City.  Nick  Zukowski  played  a 
strong  game  between  the  pipes. 

The  Hawks  next  routed  WTM,  7-0  in  Enfield,  and 
were  led  by  a  three  goal  “hat  trick”  from  Dave 
Carr.  Davey  scored  the  first  and  last  goals  of  the 
first  period  sandwiched  around  goals  by  Alan 
Bishop  and  Justin  Vanasse  added  to  the  lead 
before  Carr  finished  off  the  trick.  Mark  Greene  had 
three  assists,  Andrew  Barnes  and  Evan  Messer 
had  two  assists  each,  while  Mike  Alfano  and  Dan¬ 
ny  Mancini  had  one  apiece.  Mike  Eggleston 
played  a  strong  two-way  game  and  Tommy 
Douglas  earned  the  shutout  in  goal. 

On  February  17th,  the  Hawks  took  on  Holy 
Name  at  the  Mullins  Center  in  Amherst  in  a  hard 
fought  game  both  ways.  Holy  Name  snapped  the 
Baywest  Hawks’  six  game  win  streak  by  defeating 
them  3-2  in  a  7:00  a.m.  contest. 

All  the  Hawks’  players  have  worked  very  hard 
on  their  skating,  passing,  and  shooting  skills  and 
their  efforts  are  paying  off  in  the  win  column. 
Eight  different  boys  have  played  in  goal  and  every 
player  has  scored  a  goal. 

Coaches  John  Messer,  Art  Zukopwski,  and 
Dave  Vanasse  want  to  congratulate  ail  the  players 
and  parents  on  an  unbelievable  season  so  far. 
Keep  up  the  good  work  and  keep  having  fun. 

Please  remember 
that  our  deadline  is 
every  Tuesday  at 
noon.  Thanks. 


S'ml  and  Fcrd 


1  n  fwibo 


Richy’s  Tree  Service 


Tree  Trimming  Tree  Removal 

Stump  Grinding  Brush  Chipping 

Woodchips  Firewood 

Shrub  Trimming 


Complete  Clean  Up  Service 


Trees  Done  The  Old  Fashioned  Way 

(Handcarrying,  Climbing,  No  Heavy  Equipment,  No  Damage  To 
Lawns.  Etc.) 

Complete  Professional ,  Neat ,  Honest  Work  And 

References 


Senior  Citizen  Discount  10% 


Free  Estimates 


786-1786 

786-0808 


4  Commercial  &  4 
Residential  ^ 

%  Snow  Plowing 


THINK  Sale  Ends 

_  _  _  _  _  _  _  Friday,  March  1st 

SPRING  7j§W/^jr¥>N 

Flower  And  IfaM^Cn  M 

Vegetable  {jARDENS 

Seeds  LAWN  &  GARDEN!  FLORIST!  GREENHOUSE 

1265  Suffieid  Street.  Rl.  75  Agawam  Tel.  413-789-: 

Fnr  MON.  SAT‘  9  lo  6’  SUN  10  to  5 

FOr  3E  !T’  ^  Gift  Certificates  Ava 

$1 .00  ^ W  - - - 

SUPER  EARLY  BIRD  SPECIAL 


Gardens 

LAWN  &  GARDENI FLORISTI  GREENHOUSE! 

1 265  Suffieid  Street.  Rt.  75  Agawam  Til.  413-789-2400 
MON.  SAT.  9  to  6,  SUN  10  to  5 
Qt  31  7  ^2  Gift  Certificates  Availablt 


Scotcs 


Four  Easy  Steps 
To  A  Great  Lawn 


$31.99 


5,000 
Sq.  Ft. 


¥  4  APPLICATION 
ANNUAL  PROGRAM 


The  Scotts 
Difference™*  — 


With  Insecticide 


$36.99 


•  Get  a  thick,  green  Scotts  lawn 

•  Scotts  No-Quibble  Guarantee 

15,000  Sq.  Ft.  Program  -  $89.99 
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St.  A’s  Take  Round  2 
In  Tri-Parish  Bowling 


stru99le  St.  Anselm  (28  wins)  carv- 
?n  SitoathftSry  over  iast  P|ace  Fordham  (12  wins) 
T?i  Parish  R?°Vnd  Two  titie  in  the  Monday  night 
on  Februa^°19th.9  9U®  at  'h®  A9awam  Bowl 
Pa?Kr!rS.Ui?  ^-26  wins>  finished  in  second  place  and 

Th2  QtUAn'Vr:rSlty  PlaCed  th'fd  (24  W»nS). 

'P.®  ,  S'^prdham  battle  was  Inspired  by  the 

?f,eai  ,rivajy  between  the  brothers  Muldrew 
MnV  rSSoAi  .mOU  MUL°REW  and  ‘Jollie"  OLLIE 
nirPsPlous  Lou  bar0|y  defeated  his 
brother,  343-339.  The  “Jollie"  one  finished  Round 
i  wo  as  the  league  leader  at  111.15  and 

Luscious  Lou  was  second  at  110.53. 

But  it  was  the  other  members  of  both  teams 
tnat  made  this  such  a  memorable  match.  Other  St. 
A  s  winners  were  third  roller  YVONNE  CHARTIER, 
D^?/^0men’s  roller  (315-313  over  TERRY  CER- 
/o2ev  C-?2’  and  ,eadoff  roller  LOU  NAPOLITAN 

.1  ’  ICS*0!16  winner  for  Fordham  was  second 
ro! ler  CORI  NAPOLITAN  (300,  96.12  in  Women’s 
A).  Lou  Napolitan  rolls  at  an  83.44  clip  in  Men’s  C; 
Yvonne  is  second  in  Women’s  AA  at  105.28. 


St.  Louis  was  the  bye  team  this  week  and  the 
scores  are  as  follows:  AUDREY  PHILLPS  (283), 

(345) LACROIX  (315)’  and  Captain  GLEN  ADAMS 
Catholic  University  faced  eighth  place  Holy 
Cross  (131/2  wins)  in  the  next  match.  CU  had  three 
winners  -  leadoff  TAMMY  VOGEL  (254,  75.39  in 
Women’s  C),  MARY  THOMAS  (308,  98.16  to  lead 
the  Women’s  A),  and  third  roller  TOM  “Not  Tony’’ 
CURTIS  (314,  103.12  in  Women’s  AA). 

In  the  battle  between  the  captains,  HC  Captain 
DEBBIE  POIRIER  (320)  soundly  defeated  BILLY 
GRIFFIN  (296).  Debbie  is  third  in  the  Open  Class 
at  106.9,  while  “Wild"  Billy  Griffin  is  fourth  in 
Men’s  AA  at  101.30.  Also  rolling  well  for  HC  was 
SUE  GRIFFIN  (300). 
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Even  Without  Ingham,  Brownies 
Take  4th  At  State  Mat  Meet 

by  Dave  Rollins 
Sports  Editor 


Agawam  finished  fourth  in  the  just-held  state 
wrestling  championships  last  weekend.  They 
were  the  defending  state  champs.  They  are  the 
current  Western  Mass,  champs  (for  the  10th 
straight  year). 

“No,  I  wasn’t  disappointed  at  all  by  our  showing 
in  the  states,”  Brownie  wrestling  Coach  Phil 
Tomkiel  said.  “Remember,  it’s  tough  enough  to 
repeat  at  such  a  high  level.  And  we  lost  10  kids 
from  last  year’s  team.’’ 

He  added,  “We  went  into  the  Western  Mass, 
tournament  with  nine  kids  who’d  never  been  there 
before.” 

Agawam’s  great  wrestling  tradition  wasn’t  lost 
on  the  people  who  ran  the  event.  They  awarded  a 
Hall  of  Fame  trophy  to  the  Ingham  family  for  their 
contributions  to  Massachusetts  Interscholastic 
wrestling.  AHS  senior  Andrew  Ingham  accepted 
it.  You  might  remember  that  Andrew  broke  his 
back  earlier  this  year  wrestling  in  Brockton  (the 
site  of  this  year’s  championships).  He  was  the 
defending  state  champ  in  the  171-pound  class. 

The  irony  of  the  moment  wasn’t  lost  on 
Tomkiel.  “Think  about  it,”  he  said.  “Andrew 
specializes  in  pins.  The  171  ’s  this  year  was 
without  Andrew  and  wasn’t  the  strongest  of  divi¬ 
sions.  Lowell  won  the  state  crown  with  123 
pounds.  Do  you  follow  me?” 

We  did.  Agawam  had  100  points.  An  Ingham 
pin,  which  was  completely  possible,  would  have 
meant  30  points.  Add  it  up. 

Good  Reason  To  Hold  Heads  High 

“I  told  the  kids  that  with  Andrew,  we  are  still  the 
state  champions.  So  they  should  all  hold  their 
heads  high/’ 


And  they  should.  They  had  one  second  place 
finish  (Jon  Jacobsen  In  the  189’s),  two  thirds  (Jim 
McKay,  103’s,  Dave  Malachowski,  215's),  one 
fourth  (Chris  Chechile,  125’s),  and  two  fifths 
(Justin  Aldridge,  112’s,  Jason  Jean,  140’s). 

Tomkiel  also  singled  out  junior  (152-pounder) 
Jeff  Blows  and  135-pound  senior  trie  Johnson. 
“They  were  very  good.  Both  of  them  got  to  the 
final  eight.” 

He  was  mildly  surprised  that  Jacobsen  didn’t 
retain  his  state  title.  “He  seemed  a  little  rushed. 
Many  of  his  classic  moves  came  when  he  was  out 
of  bounds.  But,  as  we  all  know,  repeating  such  a 
feat  is  tough.” 

With  so  many  good  wrestlers  gone  from  the 
squad,  to  be  replaced  by  talented  but  inexperienc¬ 
ed  ones,  did  they  wrestle  better  because  Ingham 
wasn’t  there? 

“That’s  hard  to  tell,”  Coach  Tomkiel  noted.  “We 
are  so  team  oriented  that  they  all  tend  to  feed  off 
each  other.  If  the  guy  in  front  of  you  does  well,  you 
want  to  do  the  same  thing.  If  he  doesn’t,  you  want 
to  do  well  to  pick  up  the  slack.  And  if  someone 
like  Andrew  is  hurt,  maybe  the  level  is  raised.  But, 
it  should  tell  them  that  they  have  the  fire  to  do  the 
job.” 

The  future  is  bright  for  Agawam  wrestling. 
While  they’ll  lose  guys  like  Jacobsen,  Ingham, 
Aldridge,  and  Chechile,  guys  like  McKay, 
Malachowski,  and  Blews,  all  on  the  threshold,  are 
ready  to  step  in. 

Agawam  still  has  the  All-States  to  attend  this 
weekend  at  Franklin  High  School.  Then  there  is 
the  New  England  tournament  at  Roger  Williams 
College. 


you  back  in  motion 


Joseph  S.  Slaimen 


Joseph  V.  Slaimen 


Of  Agawam 


Fourth  place  Boston  College  (23  wins)  battled 
sixth  place  Notre  Dame  (20  wins).  And  it  was  ND 
who  got  the  best  of  this  match.  ND  winners  were 
leadoff  DAVID  THOMAS  (273-267  over  BRIAN 
O’QUINN),  DON  “Don’t  Sit  On”  STITT  (321,  leader 
in  Men’s  A  at  99.47),  and  Captain  FLO 
ROCHFORD,  a  317-312  winner  over  "Jungle”  JIM 
MCCORMICK.  Flo  is  the  leader  in  Women’s  AA  at 
106.48  while  “Jungle”  is  second  in  Men’s  AA  at 
103.22. 

The  only  BC  winner  was  second  roller  DAVID 
ALDRICH  (278,  leader  in  Men’s  C  at  86.50). 

In  the  final  match  of  the  night,  seventh  place  St. 
Mary's  (17V2  wins)  came  up  against  fifth  place  St. 
Michael’s  (21  wins).  And  for  St.  Mike’s,  it  was  a 
clean  sweep.  Winners  were  leadoff  JEAN 
BUONICONTI  (283,  94.14  in  Women’s  AA),  VI 
MASSOIA  (284,  93.29  in  Women’s  A),  S.  “THE  MAD 
STORK”  STORK  (301),  and  anchorman  JERRY 
ALLEN  (342,  110.11  in  the  Unclassified  category). 
St.  Mary’s  Captain  JOHN  LONCRINI  hit  a  332  in  a 
losing  effort  to  J.  Allen.  Loncrini  is  fifth  in  Men’s 
AA  at  99.5 


Swim  Team  Banquet  To  Be  Held 
Thursday,  March  7th  At  Polish  Club 


The  Agawam  Piranhas  swim  team  winter  ban¬ 
quet  has  been  scheduled  for  Thursday  evening, 
March  7th,  beginning  at  6:30  p.m.  at  the  Polish 
American  Club  in  Feeding  Hills. 

The  cost  is  $2  per  person  and  can  be  collected 


at  the  door. 

For  more  information,  call  Mary  Stepanian, 
789-3459;  Deb  Golas,  786-9592;  Martha  Morytko, 
786-4301;  or  Lynne  O’Brien,  789-1873,  by  March 
1st. 


NO  ONE  covers  all  the  hometown  news 
like  us,  each  week  -  ADVERTISER  NEWS 


Check 

our 

classified 


Shift  to  the  people 

i mu  can  trust  to  out 


Serving  1  nis  Hrea  tor  wer  au  rears 

Rebuilders  of  automatic  and  standard  transmissions 
*  Cars,  trucks  (light  &  heavy  duty) 

All  makes  worldwide.-  foreign  &  domestic 

*  Free  road  test  -  all  work  guaranteed 

*  Allison  truck  transmission  specialists 

ATC  Transmissions 

811  Union  Street 
West  Springfield,  MA 

734-9351 

" Automatically  the  best!” 


WITH  $100  REBATE, 
THE  ULTIMATE  MOWING 
MACHINE  IS  1131 
ULTIMATE  DEAL 


•  Get  a  $100*  rebate  direct  from  Toro  before  you  make  a  single  payment  on 
XL-Series  Lawn  Tractors  until  March  14,  1996. 

•  Get  all  the  auality  and  engineering  of  a  Toro®  Wheel  Horse®  at  a 
very  affordable  price. 

•  Sleek  styling  and  step-through  design  come  together  in  a  tractor 
that  is  as  comfortable  as  it  is  attractive. 


Acorn  Lawn  Equipment  Co. 

1355  Springfield  Street  (Rt.  57) 

Feeding  Hills  Center 
(Next  To  Post  Office) 

(413)  789-7111 

Proprietor  Randy  Wright 


Wheal  Bona. 


Tlaaors  &  Riding  Mwo$ 


‘  See  dealer  for  details. 


When  you  want  it  done  right*  £ 


'  ■  Offer  applies  to  Lawn  Tractor  financed  on  Toro's  Revolving  Charge  Plan  from  January  1, 1996  to  May  31, 1996.  Subject  to  credit 
approval.  The  Annual  Percentage  Rate  (“APR")  may  vary  from  month  to  month.  As  of  December  1 ,  1995,  the  current  APR  Is  21.9% 
(corresponding  monthly  periodic  rate  Is  1.83%)  with  a  $.50  minimum  monthly  finance  charge.  No  minimum  monthly  payment  Is  re¬ 
quired  until  October  1,  1996.  No  finance  charges  will  be  accrued  on  these  purchases  until  October  1,  1996. 
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PATRONIZE  YOUR  LOCAL 


PAUL’S 


TREE  SERVICE 


eck 
ur 

classified 


rl  s  Leaf  Clean-Ups 
s  Snow  Removal 
s  Fully  Insured 
s  Removal 
s  Pruning 
ir  Planting 
f  s  Stump  Grinding 
s  Lot  Clearing 
s  Cordwood 
Wood  Chips 
^  Free  Estimates 
Senior  Citizen 
Discount 

10  Years  Experience 


week  for 


results! 
Send  in 


Residential  *  Commercial  733-7520 


TO  DA  Y! 


Service  Is 
Our  Business! 


Service  Department 


Open  Monday  to  Thursday 
7:00  A.M.  -  Midnight 
7:00  A.M.  -  5:00  P.M.  On  Friday 


All  Ford  Cars,  Vans,  Trucks, 
And  Lincoln  Mercury  Products 

We  Service  And  Honor  Ford  Motor  Company 
Warrantees,  Even  If  You  Didn’t  Buy  From  Us! 


SARAT  FORD  2 


Lyman 

Custom  Remodeling 

.if,  i  7?  --- 


Springfield  Street 
Agawam 


786-0430 


•Kitchens 

•Bathrooms 

•Additions 


Have  The  Very  Best  Possible  Time  At  Your 
Next  Party 

Experienced  Professional 
Disc  Jockey 

Not  A  Single  Dissatisfied  Customer 

(413)  789-0829 

.  n  ,  37  Sheri  Lane 

Charles  Parker  Agawam 


•Hutches,  Corner  Cabinets,  And 
Other  Specialty  Furniture 


High  Quality  Workmanship 
Free  Estimates  •  Fully  Insured 


Michael  G.  Lyman 
63  Columbia  Drive 
Feeding  Hills 

License  No. 
048883 


789-3032 


Vinyl  Siding 

Windows 

Installed 

Over  25  Years  Experience 

Quality  And  Pride  In  Our  Work 


MCHflRESm^ 


NOME  IMPROVEMENTS 

42  White  Birch  Terrace,  Feeding  Hills 

786-8666 


Reg.  No.  116963 
Const.  Sup.  No.  000450 


Fully  Insured  &  Licensed 


Northeast  Builders 


Custom  Homes  •  Remodeling 


RICK  PFEFFER 
4  LENOX  ST. 

FEEDING  HILLS,  MA  01030 
413-789-1150 


RESIDENTIAL  •  COMMERCIAL 
SALES  •  SERVICE  •  REPAIR  •  INSTALLATION 


WOOe,  METAL  »  IRSULATED  OVERHEAD  DOORS 


CONTE 

DOOR  SERVICE 


’  Authorized  Genie  Dealer  JosepP  J.  Conte  Jr..  Owner 

08166  «  oervic©  fUSEifEMfn 

•  Cables  &  Springs  Repaired  WttRtMv 

*  Sectional  Replacement  EMERGENCY  SERVICE 

•  New  Radio  Controls  Installed 

*  Garage  Doors  Weatherstripped 
» Speclatty...From  Swinging 

to  Overhead  FAX-7M-6700  FEEDING  MILLS,  MA 


786-1800 
CSE3B 

THE  GARAGE  DOOR  SPECIALIST 


j&,  MIKE  MORAN 
“  PAINTING  CO. 

“ Quality  Work  With  A  Personal  Touch  ” 

Staining,  Spraying,  Wallpaper  Hanging 
Screen  &  Window  Repair 
Interior  &  Exterior  Painting 

Free  Estimates  413-786-3370 


Northeast 

Builders 


(Since  1975) 

s 

•  Roofing  •  Siding  •  Kitchens  And 
Baths  •  Additions  •  Major  Remodeling 

Lots  And  Lots  Of  References  And  A 
Complete  Portfolio 

Rick  Pfeffer 

4  Lenox  Street,  Feeding  Hills 

789-1150 

Reg.  No.  116963;  Const.  Sup.  No.  000450 
Free  Estimates  ...  Full  Licensed  And  Insured 


Myrtle  Beach  Area  Property 


Boling  &  Associates,  Inc. 

7722  N.  Kings  Hwy. 

Myrtle  Beach,  South  Carolina  29572 
Business  (803)  449-7449 
Bus.  (800)  634-2500,  Fax  (803)  449-8802 
Res.  (803)  399-0305 


Jack  Shaughnessy 

Formerly  Of  Agawam 


Each  Office  Is  Independently  Owned  &  Opera  tec 


Transmission  Trouble?  teMp**-' 

Call  Our  Transmission  Hotline 

734-9351 

Serving  this.&rea  for  over  30  years. 
- We  Jiuild  Transmissions - 

ATC  TRANSMISSIONS 

811  Union  St.,  West  Springfield,  MA 
"We’ll  Put  You  In  The  Right  Gear" 


Bill  Spear  Forestry  Services 


★  TREE  REMOVAL 

★  TREE  TRIMMING 

★  LAND  CLEARING 

★  BRUSH  CHIPPING 

★  STUMP  GRINDING 


Year-Round  24-Hour 
Emergency  Storm  Service 


FULLY  INSURED 


FREE  ESTIMATES  7  SENIOR  CITIZEN  DISCOUNT 


All  Phases  of  Professional  Tree  Work 
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PERSONAL  LOST 


FAMILY  DAY  CARE: 

Full-time,  nutritious 
meals  and  snacks, 
large  play  room  and 
yard,  reading,  arts, 
music,  exercise 
appropriate  activities 
tailored  to  Individual’s 


For  the 
best  in 
local 
goods  & 
services, 
check  our 
classified 
ads  each 
and  every 
week— 
you’ll  be 
glad  you 
did... 


HELP  WANTED:  Earn 
up  to  $500  per  week 
assembling  products  at 
afl®*  home.  No  experience. 
INFO  1-504-646-1700 
Q  .  DEPT.  MA-1216 

requirements.  Referen¬ 
ces  available.  Linda,  ...  , 

789-0881.  License  no.  WANTED:  Mature  and 
171137  reliable  caregiver  want¬ 

ed  in  my  home  for  our 
RENOVATIONS:  Water  cheerful  3  year-old 
damage,  remodeling,  daughter  and  5  year-old 
dry  wall,  decks.  No  job  son.  Daily  8  a.m. -4  p.m. 
too  small.  Quick,  clean,  Competitive  salary  for 
professional.  Free  esti-  the  right  person.  Ex¬ 
mates.  Thomas  Beau-  perience  with  children 
lieu.  (413)569  3936.  Call  and  non-smoker  requir- 
any  time.  Will  return  e(j.  References  a  must, 

cal!  promptly.  Call  739-5031  for  more 

information. 


oriuw^LOWING:  Resi 

dential/commercial 

Also,  snowblowing  for 
walkways  and  hard-to- 
reach  areas.  Free  esti- 
Cal|  789-9556, 
Hall  Snowplowinq  Ser¬ 
vice.  * 

HALL  SERVICES:  Clea¬ 
ning  service— cellars 
garage,  window/house 
cleaning.  Call  789-9556. 

READY  •  SET  •  GROW! 

Family  Day  Care.  Ex¬ 
perienced  teacher  of 
children  with  'special 
needs  has  immediate 
openings.  Pre-school 
curriculum.  Large  fenc¬ 
ed  back  yard  and  rea¬ 
sonable  rates,  FA/CPR 
certified.  Granger 
School  District.  Call 
Sue  at  789-2530.  Li¬ 
cense  no.  91897. 

CARPENTRY  SERVI¬ 
CES:  Additions  &  remo¬ 
deling,  family  rooms, 
cellars,  kitchens  & 
baths,  Florida  rooms  & 
screen  porches,  decks 
&  replacement  win¬ 
dows,  wood  siding  & 
sheds.  25  yrs.  exp.  Fully 
insured  &  references. 
No  job  too  small.  Call 
George  Bernier,  786- 
8452. 


LOST  CAT:  Friday, 
2-16-96.  Denise  Ln., 
Barry  St.,  Southwest  St. 
area  in  F.  Hills.  Tabby 
color,  gold  eyes,  de- 
clawed,  spayed,  no  col¬ 
lar.  Indoor  cat.  Sadly 
missed.  If  found,  plea¬ 
se  call  789-3216. 


FLEA 

MARKET 


AGAWAM  ALL-MART 
FLEA  MARKET:  Rte.  75 
(behind  McDonald’s). 
Sat.  &  Sun.,  8:00  a.m.  to 
5:00  p.m.  Largest  in¬ 
door  flea  market  in  New 
England! 


THANK  YOU 
ST.  JUDE. 

For  prayers  answer¬ 
ed  &  favors  granted. 

NIB 


THANK  YOU 

Sacred  Heart  of  Jesus 
and  St.  Jude 

M.A.L. 


INDOOR  TAG  SALE: 

Everything  must  go- 
washer,  dryer,  fur¬ 
niture.  Sat.,  Feb.  24th 
9-4.  36  Franklin  St. 
Feeding  Hills,  MA. 


THANK  YOU 

Blessed  Mother  Mary 
and  St.  Anthony 

M.A.L. 


PAUL’S  TREE  SER-  HELP  WANTED:  Pre- 
VICE:  Removal,  prun-  school  teacher  for  child 
ing,-  planting,  stump  care  center;  position 
grinding,  lot  clearing,  open  immediately  thr- 
trimming  hedges,  ca-  ough  May  1996.  Mon- 
bling  and  bracing,  light-  day— Friday  8-3.  Must 
nlng  protection.  Neat  be  OFC  qualified.  Call 
clean-up  (no  mess  left).  Deb  at  733-9547  or  send 
Call  Paul  Cocchi,  733-  resume  to  The  Kids’ 
7520.  Place,  P.O.  Box  606, 

Wilbraham,  MA  01095. 

PRIVATE  COMPUTER  E0E* 

LESSONS:  Mornings 
for  beginners  &  in¬ 
termediates  on  IBM 
compatible  using  the 
most  popular  software 
programs.  Instructor 
has  much  patience  & 
understanding.  Call 
Faith,  786-2262. 


Vz  Price 

Jewelry 

Repairs 

Vz  Price 

Watch 

Cleanings 

*  Except  Rolex 
And  Chronographs 

All  Work  Done 
On  Premises 
Same  Day  Service 
Available  On 
Jewelry  Repairs 

Valid  On  Incoming 
Orders  Only 


Professional. . . 

Wallpapering 

Painting 

At  Prices  You'll  Like! 

•  Dependable  &  Prompt  4 

©Many  References  J 

•  Local 


BILL  SPEAR  FOREST¬ 
RY  SERVICES:  Com¬ 
plete  tree  removal,  trim¬ 
ming.  Land  cleared.  Se¬ 
nior  citizen  discount. 
FREE  ESTIMATES.  Ful¬ 
ly  insured.  Call  786- 
5081. 


HOUSE  FOR  SALE: 

Southwick— 8  Room 
Contemporary  on  1.4 
acres  of  serenity. 
Peaceful  area,  lots  of 
glass.  2  fireplaces, 
3-plus  bdrms,  3  car  gar 
CARPENTER:  Small  &  ingd  pool.  $155,000. 
jobs  to  custom  homes.  By  owner.  569-3985. 
Honest  work  at  today’s 

prices.  Senior  dis-  FOR  SALE:  Black  pow- 
counts  and  free  esti-  der  Dixy  gun.  .45  cal.,  ri- 
mates.  Call  Stephen  fled  barrel  long  gun. 
Gould,  786-6887.  New  $180.00;  asking 

$100.00.  (413)  786-4926 
eve.  after  6:00. 

TAX  RETURN  PREPA¬ 
RATION:  Individuals  & 
businesses.  Weekends 
&  evening  appts.  avail¬ 
able.  Call  early.  Chris¬ 
tine  A.  Rice,  CPA,  786- 
9228. 


APPLIANCE  AND  RE¬ 
FRIGERATOR  REPAIR: 

Mr.  Service.  Fast,  com¬ 
petitive  prices.  One  call 
does  it  all.  Your  home¬ 
town  repairman.  Call 

(413)  789-1883. 


Make  Your  Home  Into 
The  Great  American  Home1 


DAVID’S  WINDOW 
CLEANING  AND 
JANITORIAL 

Mother’s  Little  Helper! 
Floors  waxed,  rugs 
shampooed,  walls  was¬ 
hed.  Commercial  and 
residential.  Call  Paul 
Ferrarini,  (413)  786- 
4436. 

NORTHEAST  BUILD¬ 
ERS:  Custom  homes  & 
remodeling  (since 
1975).  Fully  insured  & 
licensed.  Rick  Pfeffer,  4 
Lenox  St.,  Feeding 
Hills,  MA  01030.  Reg. 
No.  116963;  Const.  Sup. 
No.  000450.  (413)  789- 
1150. 

banquet  facility 

NOW  OPEN  at  pictures¬ 
que  St.  Anne's  Country 
Club  in  Feeding  Hills, 
exclusively  with  Anne’s 
Catering  of  West  Spr¬ 
ingfield.  All-occasion 
banquet  room  with 
seating  up  to  200  peo¬ 
ple.  Wedding  packages 
available.  Call  Anne  s 


FOR  SALE:  Browning 
Stalker  60-70  lb.,  4  pully 
compound  w/Cobra  pin 
sights  &  6  arrow  bow 
quiver.  New  $375.00. 
Excellent  to  new  cond. 
$125.00  firm.  (413)  786- 
LOSE  WEIGHT  ...  FEEL  4926  eve.  after  6:00. 
GREAT!  Lose  5-100  lbs. 
on  New  Approved 
Weight  Loss  Program. 

It  Really  Works!  Safe, 

Fast,  Natural,  Effective. 

Call  for  FREE  SAM¬ 
PLES  ...  YOU  CAN  QUIT 
SMOKING  In  7  DAYS 
GUARANTEED!  All  Na¬ 
tural,  Herbal  Capsules 
&  Aroma  Therapy.  Na¬ 
ture’s  Solution,  741- 
8600.  In  MA  Call  800- 
7 38-8907.  " Independent 
Shaperlte  Distributor.” 


Frozen  Lawns  And  No  Leaves  Make  This  The  Best  Time  For  Tree  Work? 


SNOWPLOWING: 
Tom’s  Diversified  Ser¬ 
vices  *  Providing  car¬ 
pentry,  roofing,  window 
replacement,  masonry, 
S  D  SERVICES:  Proper-  repairs,  cleaning  of 
tv  and  yard  clean-up.  cellars,  garages,  attics, 
All  unwanted  items  re-  etc.  ...  A  to  Z.  Senior 
moved  promptly  and  citizen  discount.  Call 
courteously.  Loam/  Tom  Bruso,  569^0728, 
sand/stone  delivered,  for  your  free  estimate 
Free  est./insured.  789-  and  complete  satisfac- 
9721.  Con¬ 


serving  Agawam  And  Surrounding  Area 
For  Over  10  Years 
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^ Camping  is  great  for  my  whole  family. 
Jeanette  and  I  find  that  our  best  times  are 
the  weekends  we  spend  tenting  on  the 
Rhode  Island  shore.  We  enjoy  the  feeling 
of  living  outdoors  every  time  we  set  up 
our  weekend  home  in  our  12'  x  12'  dome 
tent. 

Buying  a  dome  tent  and  a  real  home  are 
different  matters,  especially  when  the  fam¬ 
ily  business  is  located  there.  I  found  my 
bank  became  real  important. 

I  tried  three  of  the  big  banks  before 


Hampden  Savings  was  recommended  to 
me.  From  the  start,  I  had  a  great  experi¬ 
ence — really  good  people,  quick  an¬ 
swers — my  mortgage  went  smoothly.  I 
next  financed  a  business  expansion. 

In  time,  Ive  transferred  all  my  business 
and  personal  banking  to  Hampden.  My 
daughters  have  their  first  savings 
accounts  there. 

Stability  and  spending  time  on  the  right 
things  are  key  to  my  family’s  success.  You 
could  say  the  same  about  our  bank 


HAMPDEN 

SAVINGS  BANK 

’hat  /J  Mutual  /lank  Can  2>a 


Miwmmr 


Main  Office:  19  Harrison  Avenue,  Springfield  ❖  Other  Offices:  Allen  Street,  Springfield  ❖  West  Springfield  ❖  Longmeadow 
equal  kouswg  lehdcr  An  Equal  Opportunity  Lender  All  Deposits  Insured  In  Full  Member  FDIC/DIF 


